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SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
(Issued under Section 124 of the Customs Act/ 1962)

Shri Atish Madame, (D.O.B: 28.07.1997) (hereinafter referred

to as the said "passenger/ Noticee"), residential address as per

passport is, Ward No. 3, Infront of Shiv Mandir, Awalajhari, Seoni

Camp, Bagholi, Balaghat, MP- 481102, holding Indian Passport No.

V7513881, arrived by Spice Jet Flight No. SG-16 from Dubai to

Ahmedabad on 24.12.2023 (Seat No: 18 C) at Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

International Airport (SVPIA), Terminal-2, Ahmedabad. On the basis

of suspicious movement, the passenger was intercepted by the Air

Intelligence Unit (AIU) officers, SVPIA, Customs, Ahmedabad while the

passenger was attempting to exit through green channel without

making any declaration to Customs, under Panchnama proceedings

daled 24.t2.2023 (RUD - O1) in presence of two independent

witnesses for passenger's personal search and examination of his

baggage. The passenger was carrying a one black coloured trolley bag.

The AIU officers offered their personal search to the passenger,

but the passenger denied saying that he is having full trust on the AIU

officers. Now, the AIU officers asked the passenger whether he wants

to be checked in front of an Executive Magistrate or Superintendent of
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2. The AIU officers asked him if he had anything to declare to the

Customs, in reply to which he denied. The AIU officer informed the

passenger that he along with his accompanied officers would be

conducting his personal search and detailed examination of his

baggage. The AIU officers scanned the checked in baggage of the

passenger in the X-Ray baggage scanning machine, which is installed

near Green Channel at Arrival Hall, Terminal II, SVPI Airport,

Ahmedabad but nothing objectionable was found.
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Customs, (Gazetted Officer) in reply to which the passernger gave his

consent to be searched in front of the Superintendent of Oustoms. Now,

the AIU officers asked the said passenger to pass through the Door

Frame Metal Detector (DFMD) Machine installed near the green channel

in the Arrival Hall of Terminal 2 Building, after removilg all metallic

objects from his body/ clothes. Further, the passenger readily removed

all the metallic objects such as mobile, wallet, etc. and k,3pt in a plastic

tray and passed through the DFMD machine. However, no beep sound

was heard indicating there was nothing objectionable/ dutiable on his

body/ clothes.

Thereafter, the officers of AIU, the said passenger and the

Panchas moved to the AIU office located opposite Bell: No. 2 of the

Arrival Hall, Terminal-2, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad along with the

baggage of the passenger. During frisking, the passenger Shri Atish

Madame was examined thoroughly by the AIU officers. The AIU officers

asked the said passenger to change all his clothes. During examination

of his clothes, the officers in our presence found that the grey-coloured

underwear, brown coloured vest and blue coloured Berrruda worn by

the passenger is unusually heavy. On further examination it was found

that the said underwear, vest and Bermuda have two layers stitched

on the inner side. The officer in presence of the Parrchas and the

passenger cut opens the stitched layer wherein yellow somi solid paste

was found spread. On being asked, the passenger Shri Atish Madame

told the officer that the said yellow semi solid paste is sermi solid paste

of gold and chemical mix.

2.I Thereafter, the Customs officers called the Government

Approved Valuer and informed him that a yellow pastr: like material

had been detected from a passenger from his itrey coloured

underwear, brown coloured vest and blue coloured Bermuda and the

passenger had informed that the said yellow paste is semi solid paste

of gold and chemical mix and hence, he needs to come to the Airport

for testing and valuation of the said material. In reply, the Government

Approved Valuer informed the Customs officer that the testing of the

said material is only possible at his workshop as gold had to be

extracted from such semi solid paste form by melting it and also
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informed the address of his workshop and requested to come around

10.30 AM. Thereafter, at around 10.30AM on 24.12.2023, the Panchas

along with the passenger and the AIU officer leave the Airport premises

in a Government Vehicle and reached at the premises of the

Government Approved Valuer. On reaching the above referred

premises, the AIU olficer introduces the Panchas as well as the

passenger to one person namely Shri Kartikey Soni Vasantrai,

Government Approved Valuer. Here, the Government approved valuer

weighs the said underwear, vest and Bermuda recovered from Shri

Atish Madame and informed that the gross weight of the said

underwear, vest and Bermuda is 1219.200 grams.

Photographs of the same is as under :

2.2 Thereafter, he made the ash by way of burning the said

underwear, vest and Bermuda of the passenger and then, he leads us

to the furnace, inside his workshop, where he started the process of

converting the ash of the said semi solid paste into solid gold by putting

it into the furnace and upon heating, it turns into liquid material. The

said substance in liquid state was taken out of Furnace, and poured in

a bar shaped plate and after cooling for some time, it becomes yellow

coloured solid metal in form of a bar. After testing the said yellow

coloured metal, the Government Approved Valuer vide its report No.

1033/2023-24 dated 24.72.2023 confirms that it is pure gold. After

completion of the procedure, Government Approved Valuer inForms

that l Gold bar, totally weighing 574.38 Grams having purity

999.0/24kt is derived from 1219.200 grams of underwear, vest and

Bermuda of the passenger wherein semi solid paste of gold and
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chemical mix is spread in the stitched layers. Further, he informed that

the recovered gold bar from Shri Atish Madame is havinq net weight of

574.340 Grams, purity 999.0/24k1, Tariff value of Rs.3L,71-,968/-
(Rupees Thirty-One Lakhs Seventy-One Thousand Nine llundred Sixty-

Eight Only) and Market value of Rs.37,27,726l- (F.upees Thirty-

Seven Lakhs Twenty-Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-Six

Only). The value of the gold bar had been calculate:d as per the

NotiFication No. 9rl2023-Customs (N.T.) dated 15.12.2023 (gold) and

Notification No. 93/2023-Customs (N.T.) dated 21.12.2023 (exchange

rate ) .

The photograph of the above said derived gold bar, is al; under:

2.3 The method of purifying, testing and valuation used by Shri

Kartikey Vasantral Soni was done in presence of tho independent

Panchas, the passenger and the officers. All were satisfied and agreed

with the testing and Valuation Certificate No: 1033/2023-24 dated

24.12.2023 given by Shri Kartikey Vasantrai Soni and in token of the

same, the Panchas and the passenger put their dated si<lnature on the

said va luation certificates.

3. The following documents produced by the pas;senger - Shri

Atish Madame were withdrawn under the Panchnama dated

24.t2.2023:

i) Copy of Passport No. V7513881 issued at Bhopal on 10,05.2022
valid up to 09.05.2032.
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ii) Boarding pass of Spice jet Flight SG-58, Seat No. 1BC from Dubai
to Ahmedabad arrived on 24.L2.2023.

4. Accordingly, 1 gold bar having purity 999.0/24 Kt. weighing

574.380 grams, derived from semi solid yellow paste recovered from

Shri Atish Madame was seized vide Panchnama dated 24.12.2023,

under the provisions of Customs Act 1962, on the reasonable belief

that the said gold bar was smuggled into India by the said passenger

with an intention to evade payment of Customs duty and accordingly

the same was liable for confiscation under the Customs Act, 1962 read

with Rules and Regulation made thereunder.

5. A statement of the passenger, Shri Atish Madame was recorded

on 24.t2.2023, under Section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962 (RUD-

O3), wherein he inter alia stated that -

(i) he is working as an Event Planner in Indore and lives with
his parents at Ward No. 3, In front of Shiv Mandir, Awalajhari,
Seoni Camp, Bagholi, Balaghat, MP- 481102.
(ii) he went to Dubai on 15.12.2023 and returned back on
24.12.2023 by Spice Jet Flight No. SG-58 from Dubai to
Ahmedabad; that he borrowed the money from his friends living
in Dubai to purchase the gold from there; that he had never
indulged in any smuggling activity in the past and this was first
time she had carried gold;
(iii) Gold in Dubai is cheaper than India. So, he supposed to
purchase gold from there and sell it in India at higher rates to
earn good profit.
(iv) he had been present during the entire course of the
Panchnama dated 24.12.2023 and he confirmed the events
narrated in the said Panchnama drawn on 24.t2.2023 at
Terminal-2, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad;
(v) he was aware that smuggling of gold without payment oF

Customs duty is an offence; he was aware of the gold concealed
in the form semi solid yellow paste, but he did not make any
declarations in this regard with an intention to smuggle the same
without payment of Customs duty. He confirmed the recovery of
Gold totally weighing 574.38 grams having purity 999.O/24 Kf
valued at Rs.31,71,968/- (Tariff value) and Market value of
Rs.37,27,726/- from him under the Panchnama dated
24.12.2023; he had opted for green channel to attempt to
smuggle the gold hidden in innerwear as semi solid yellow paste
without paying Customs duty.

6. The above said 1 gold bar, having tariff value of Rs.31,71,968/-

(Rupees Thirty One Lakh Seventy One Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty

Eight only) and market value of Rs.37,27,726l- (Rupees Thirty Seven

Lakh Twenty Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty Six only),
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recovered from Shri Atish Madame, was attempted to be smuggled into

India with an intent to evade payment of Customs duty by way of

concealing the same in the form of semi solid yellow paste in innerwear

(underwear, vest & Bermuda), which was clear violation of the

provisions of the Customs Act, 1962. Thus, on a reasonzrble belief that

the said 1 gold bar total weighing 574.380 grams which u/as attempted

to be smuggled by Shri Atish Madame, liable for confiscation as per the

provisions oF Section 111 oF the Customs Act, 1962; hence, the above

said 1 gold bar total weighing 574.380 grams derived from semi solid

yellow paste was placed under seizure under the provision of Section

110 of the Customs Act, 1962 vide Seizure memo Order dated

24.12.2023. (RUD - O4).

7, RELEVANT LEGAL PROVISIONS

A. THE CUSTOMS ACT, 1962]
I) Section 2 - Definitions.-In this Act, unless; the context
otherwise requires,-
(22) "goods" includes-

(a) vessels, aircrafts and vehicles;
(b) stores;
(c) baggage;
(d) currency and negotiable instruments; and
(d) any other kind of movable property;

(3) "baggage" includes unaccompanied baggage but does not include
motor vehicles;

(33) "prohibited goods" means any goods the import or export of which
is subject to any prohibition under this Act or any other law for the
time being in force but does not include any such goods in respect of
which the conditions subject to which the goods are permitted to be
imported or exported have been complied with;

(39) "smuggling", in relation to any goods, means any act or omission
which will render such goods liable to confiscation under section 7 7 1

or section 11i;"

II) SectionllA - Definitions -In this Chapter, unless the context
otherwise requires,

(a) "illegal import" means the import of any goods in contravention of
the provisions of this Act or any other law for the time being in force;"

III) "Section 77 - Declaration by owner of barggage.- Ihe
owner of any baggage shall, for the purpose of cleari,'tg it, make a
declaration of its contents to the proper officer."
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IV) "Section 11O - Seizure of goods, documents and
things.- (1) If the proper officer has reason to believe that any goods
are liable to confiscation under this Act, he may seize such goods:"

V) "Section 111 - Confiscation of improperly imported goods,
etc.-Ihe following goods brought from a place outside India shall be
liable to confiscation : -

(d) any goods which are imported or attempted to be imported or are
brought within the Indian customs waters for the purpose of being
imported, contrary to any prohibition imposed by or under this Act or
any other law for the time being in force;
(f) any dutiable or prohibited goods required to be mentioned under
the regulations in an arrival manifest or import manifest or import
report which are not so mentioned;
(i) any dutiable or prohibited goods found concealed in any manner in
any package either before or after the unloading thereof;
(j) any dutiable or prohibited goods removed or attempted to be
removed from a customs area or a warehouse without the permission
of the proper officer or contrary to the terms of such permission;
(l) any dutiable or prohibited goods which are not included or are in
excess of those included in the entry made under this Act, or in the
case of baggage in the declaration made under section 77;
(m) any goods which do not correspond in respect of value or in any
other particular with the entry made under this Act or in the case of
baggage with the declaration made under section 77 in respect thereof,
or in the case of goods under transshipment, with the declaration for
transshipment referred to in the proviso to sub-section (1) of section
54; "

VI) "Section 112 - Penalty for improper importation of
goods, etc.- Any persont-

(a) who, in relation to any goods, does or omits to do any act
which act or omission would render such goods liable to
confiscation under Section 11L, or abets the doing or omission of
such an actl or
(b) who acquires possession of or is in any way concerned in
carrying, removing, depositing, harboring, keeping, concealing,
selling or purchasing or in any manner dealing with any goods
which he know or has reason to believe are liable to confiscation
under Section 777,
shall be liable to penalty.

B, THE FOREIGN TRADE (DEVELOPMENT AND R EGULATION)
ACT, 1992;

I) "Section 3(2) - The Central Government may also, by
Order published in the Official Gazette, make provision for
prohibiting, restricting or otherwise regulating, in all cases or in
specified classes of cases and subject to such exceptions, if any,
as may be made by or under the Order, the import or export of
goods or services or technology."
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II) "Section 3(3) - All goods to which any Orde,r under sub-
section (2) applies shall be deemed to be goods the import or
export of which has been prohibited under sectictn 71 of the
Customs Act, 7962 (52 of 1962) and all the provisio;rs of that Act
shall have effect accordingly."

III) "Section 11(1) - No export or import shall be made by any
person except in accordance with the provisions of this Act, the
rules and orders made thereunder and the foreign tr,ade policy for
the time being in force."

c. THE CUSTOMS BAGGAGE DECLARATIONS REGULATIONS

I) Regulation 3 (as amended) - All passengers who come
to India and having anything to declare or are carrying dutiable
or prohibited goods shall declare their accompanie'7 baggage in
the prescribed form.

Contravention and violation of law:

B. It therefore appears that:

(a) The passenger Shri Atish Madame had dealt with and actively

indulged himself in the instant case of smuggling of gold into India.

The passenger had improperly imported gold weighing 574.380

Grams, purity 999.0 /24kt, tariff value of Rs.31,71,968/- (Rupees

Thirty One Lakh Seventy One Thousand Nine Hundred Si>:ty Eight only)

and market value of Rs.37,27,726l- (Rupees Thirty Seven Lakh Twenty

Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty Six Only). The said gold was

concealed in innerwear (underwear, vest & Bermuda) as semi solid

yellow paste by the passenger. The passenger opted green channel

to exit the Airport with deliberate intention to evade the payment

of Customs Duty and fraudulently circumventing the restrictions

and prohibitions imposed under the Customs Act, 1-962 and other

allied Acts, Rules, and Regulations. Therefore, the improperly

imported gold bar weighing 574.380 grams of purity 999.0/24 Kt.

by Shri Atish Madame by way of concealment and witl-rout declaring

it to the Customs on arrival in India cannot be treated as bonafide

household goods or personal effects. The passenr;er has thus

contravened the Foreign Trade Policy 201-5-20 and liection 11(1)

of the Foreign Trade (Development and Regulation) Act, 1992 read

with Section 3(2) and 3(3) of the Foreign Trade (Development and

Regulation) Act, 1992.
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(b) By not declaring the value, quantity and description of the

goods imported by him, the said passenger violated the provision

of Baggage Rules, 2016, read with the Section 77 of the Customs

Act, 1962 read with Regulation 3 of Customs Baggage Declaration

Regulations,2013.

(c) The improperly imported gold by the passenger Shri Atish

Madame found concealed in innerwear (underwear, vest & Bermuda)

as semi solid yellow paste by the passenger, without declaring it to

the Customs is thus liable for confiscation under Section 111(d),

111(f), 111(i), 111(j), 111(l) and 111(m) read with Section 2 (22),

(33), (39) of the Customs Act, 1962 and further read in conjunction

with Section 11(3) of the Customs Act, 1962.

(d) Shri Atish Madame by his above-described acts of omission

and commission on his part has rendered himself liable to penalty

under Section tLZ of the Customs Act, 1962.

(e) As per Section 123 of the Customs Acl, 1962, the burden of

proving that the gold bar weighing 574.380 Grams, purity

999.0/24kt, tariff value of Rs.31,71,968/- (Rupees Thirty One Lakh

Seventy One Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty Eight only) and market

value of Rs.37,27,726l- (Rupees Thirty Seven Lakh Twenty Seven

Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty Six Only), concealed in innerwear

(underwear, vest & Bermuda) as semi solid yellow paste, by the

passenger without declaring it to the Customs, is not smuggled

goods, is upon the passenger Shri Atish Madame.

9. . Now, therefore, Shri Atish Madame, residing at Ward No. 3, in

front of Shiv Mandir, Awalajhari, Seoni Camp, Bagholi, Balaghat, MP-

4BllO2, holding Indian Passport No. V7513881, is hereby called upon

to show cause in writing to the Additional Commissioner of Customs,

Ahmedabad having her office at 2nd Floor, Custom House, Opp. Old

High Court, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad-380009, as to why:

One Gold Bar weighing 574.380 Grams, purity 999.0/24kt ,

tariff value of Rs.31,71,968/- (Rupees Thirty One Lakh

Seventy One Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty Eight only) and
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market value of Rs.37,27,726l- (Rupees Thirty Seven Lakh

Twenty Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty Six Only),

concealed in innerwear (underwear, vest & Bermuda) as

semi solid yellow paste by the passenger and placed under

seizure under Panchnama proceedings dated 24.12.2023

and Seizure Memo Order dated 24.72.2023, should not be

confiscated under the provision of Section 11. 1(d), 111(f),

111(i), 111(j), 111(l) and 111(m) of the Customs Act,

1962;

(ii) Penalty should not be imposed upon the passenger, under

Section 112 of the Customs Act, 1962, for the omissions and

commissions mentioned hereinabove.

10. Shri Atish Madame is further required to state sp€cifically in the

written reply as to whether he wishes to be heard in person before the

case is adjudicated. If no specific mention is made about this in the

written reply, it shall be presumed that he does not wish to be heard

in person. He should produce at the time of sh6wing cause, all the

evidences which he intends to rely upon in defense.

1 1. Shri Atish Madame is further required to note that the reply

should reach within 30 (thirty) days or within such extended period as

may be allowed by the adjudicating authority. If no ciause is shown

against the action proposed above within 30 days from the receipt of

this show cause notice or if anyone does not appear before the

adjudicating authority as and when the case is posted fc,r hearing, the

case is liable to be decided ex-parte on the basis of facts and evidences

availa ble on record.

72. This show cause notice is issued without prejudice to any other

action that may be taken against him, under this Act or any other law

for the time being in force, or against any other company, person(s),

goods and conveyances whether named in this notice or not.
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13. Department reserves its right to amend, modify or

supplement this notice at any time prior to the adjudication of the case.

74. The relied upon documents for the purpose of this notice are

listed in Annexure'A'and copies thereof are enclosed with this notice.

V
l3 \

(Vishal Malani)
Additional Commissioner

Customs, Ahmedabad.

F. No. VIII/10-266/SVPIA-C / o&A/ HQ/ 2023-24
DIN : 20240571 MN0000666AAE

Date : 13.05.2024

BY SPEED POST:
To,
Shri Atish Madame,
Ward No. 3, in front of Shiv Mandir,
Awalajhari, Seoni Camp, Bagholi,
Balaghat, MP- 481102.

Copy to:
(i) The Deputy/Assistant Commissioner of Customs, AIU, SVPI

Airport, Ahmedabad.
The System In-Charge, Customs, HQ., Ahmedabad for
uploading on the official web-site i.e.
http : //www. a h meda badcustoms-qov-ln.

( ii)

(iii) Guard File.

List of documents relied upon in the notice to show cause issued to Shri Atish
Madame, Ward No. 3, In front of Shiv Mandir, Awalajhari, Seoni Camp,
Bagholi, Balaghat, MP- 481102, India, for attempting to smuggle one Gold
Bar weighing 574.3aO g rams:

Copy enclosed1

2

Sr.
No

Document Remarks

Panchnama drawn on 24.72.2023 at
International Airport, Ahmedabad

SVP

Valuation certificate No. 1033/2023-24
24.12.2023 issued by Shri Karitkey
Government Approved Valuer.

dated
Soni, Copy enclosed

3 Statement dated 24.72.2023 of Shri Atish Madame. Copy enclosed

4

Seizure memo Order dated 24.1-2.2023 issued
under Section 110(1) & (3) of the Customs Act,
1962 in respect of the 1 gold bar weighing 574.38
qrams.
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Panchanama dated.24.l2.2O23 drawn at the Arrival Hall of
Terminal 2 of SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad

Sr.
No.

Name & Address of the Panchas Age

Akash Sanadhya AEP No. AMD
230 l0lB117

I-
Occupation

Service25 yrs

Hitesh Charel AEP No. AMD
230 r 038369

28 .r. rs Service

On being called upon by a person, who introduces himself as Shri J
P Agrau,al, Supdt of Customs (AIU), SVPI Airport, Ahmedabadby showing
his idcntity card, we thc above named panchas present ourselves at
approx.O8.3O AM of 24.12.2023 at the green channel of arrival hall of
Tt:rminal 2, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad. Shri J P Agrau'al introduces us to
rl1 her offlcer namely Smt. VidlrrtamaVarma& Shri Rajesh
K umar,both Superintendent of Customs and Shri Radha Mohan Sharma,
lrrspector, Air Intelligence Unit, at SVPI Arrport, Ahmedabad. On the basis
()l passcnger proliling, the officerrequesls us to remain present as panchas
,:irrring Lhe course of personal and baggage search proceedings o[ the
i)irsscnger. On bcing requested, u,e the above mentioned panchas give our
consent to remain present as panchas for the entire proceedings.

2. The AIU officers around 09.20 AM on 24.12.2O23in presence of we
the panchas intercept one passenger along with his checked-in baggage
u,hen the said passenger try to exit the Green Channel at arrival hall o[
lcrrninal 2 ol SardarVallabhbhai Pate I International Airport (SVPI)
Ahmcdabad. On being askcd about his identity by the AIU officers, thr:
l)erssengcr idcntifie s himself as Shri Atish Madameholding Indian Passport
bearing No. V75 1388 1& DOB: 28.O7 .1997 . The AIU Officers inform u'e the
par-rchas that the said passenger has arrived by Spicejet Flight No. SG 58
from Dubai to Ahmedabad on 24.12.2023. The AIU officers inform us that
thr: sard passenger has opted for green channel but on susprcious
rlr( )\'emcnL ol the ptrssenger, lhorough checking r-r I him ancl examination o[
Lht' bergg:rgc is rcquired. We thc aforcsaid panchas givc our consent to
lt rnzrir-'r pre scrlt as indcpcndent witncsses in the said procecdings.

3. The olJlcers and we the panchas observe that the passenger Shri
Atish Madameis carryingchecked in baggage i.e. a Black coloured trolle,v
bag. The AIU oflicer asks him if he has anything to declare to the
Customs, in replv to ',r,hich hc denies. The AIU officcr informs the
pix;scnger that he along rvith his accompanied officers would be
conducting his personal search and detailed examination of his baggages-
The AIU officers scan the checked in baggage of the passenger in the X-
Ra1, baggage scanning machine, which is installed near Green Channel at
Arrival Hall, Terminal II, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad but nothing
objectionable is found.

)

I

Bclore me,

2.\'?-t
(J P Agrarval)
su pclt (AILl )

SVPt Airport, Ahmcdabad

Pancha I

e

(Atish Madame)
Passenger

Pancha, ehc+6Ql,U.)

*. ,\
u+l d$

I
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I
The AIU officcrs offer thcir pcrsonal search to thc passcngcr-, bllt th(

passengcr de ny saying that he is having full trust ()n th( AlU oll ict'r-:'
No\., the AIU ofhcer asks the passenger whether hc r'r ants to be clrci kt',l
in front of an Executive Magistrate or Superintendent r,l'CLlstorrs, in r-r'plr
to r,l,hich the passenger giveshis consent to be sc:rLlr':rt'cl in lrorrL ol Lhr

Superintendent of Customs. Nou,, the AIU oflic r:rs ask the saitl
passengerto pass through the Door Frame Metal Dete( tor (t)l-MIl)
Machrne installed ncar thc grccn channcl in thc Arrrval hall of Tcrminal 2

building, after removing all mctallic objects from his bodS'/clothcs
Further, the passenger readily removc all thc metallic ob.iects sLrc'l-r as
mobile, wallet, etc. and kept in a plastic tray and f,assed through t he
DFMD machine. However, no beep sound is hear-d inclicirting thcr-t' is
nothing objectionable/ dutiable on his bod-v"/clothes.

Thcrcafter, the officers of AIU, the said passcngc-r and u,c thc
Panchas moved to the AIU office located opposite Bclt No. 2 of the Arrival
Hall, Terminal-2, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad alongwith the baggage ol the
passenger. During frisking, the passengershri Atish Nlerdameis exiur)nr('(l
thoroughly by the AIU officers. The AIU officers ask the silitl lfassirttgr't.I,,
change all his clothes. During examinatron of his t lothc's. Lhc olli(('r's nL

our presence flnd that the grey coloured underwear, b rou,n coloure(l \'est
and bluc coloured Bermudaworn by the passengcr is LrnLrsuzrllv hcavl'. ()n
further cxamination it is lound that the said un:icru'car, vt'st and
Bermuda have tr,\,'o layers stitched on the inner s dc. Thc oificer in
presence of we the panchas and the passenger cllt opcns the stitched
layer wherein yellow semi solid paste is found spread. ( )n being asked, the
passenger Shri Atish Madametells the officer that th!' said -yellou, semr
solid pasteis semi solid paste of gold and chemical mix.

4. Thereafter, thc Customs officer calls thc (it.r"crnmcnt Approvt'd
Va)uer and in[orms him that a yellou,paste like material has been detectcd
from apassenger from hisgrey coloured underwear. b r'<-x.t,t.t <'olor,t t't-cl vcst
and blue coloured Bermudaand the passenger has irrlorrncrd that tlte srrtcl

vellow paste is semi solid paste o[ gold and chemrc al r.t'r ix iincl ht rtct. lr,-'

needs to come to lhe Airport for testing and verluation ol'lhc saicl trrllt'riirl
ln re plv, the Governmcnt Appr()vcd Valuer inf<rrnrs thc Custonrs ol'1rr't t

that tht: testing of the said matcrial is only possiblt' rrt his u,orkshol.r zts

gold has to be extracted from such semi solid pastc li)r'n bv mclting ir:rnrL
also informs the address of his workshop and reques ts Lo come around
10.30 AM

5. Thereafter, at around 10.30AM on 24.12.2O'2:i, \,e th<: partchas
along u'ith the passenger and the AIU officer leave tlte Airport prt'tnisr.'s irt
a (iovernment Vchicle and reach at the prcmiscs r>f thc (iov('rnm('ttt
Approvcd Valuer. On reaching thc above referred prc:miscs, the AIU ollrccr
introduccs thc panchas as wcll as thc passenger to :)nc pcrson n:tmch'
Shri Kartikey Soni Vasantrai, Government Approved ValLter. IIer-e, the
(lovernment approved valuerweighs the said tulcer\\'eart', \'('st ttttd
F3e rmud arecove red lrom Shri Atish Madameancl inlot Itts lhirl tlrr gt't,ss
n,eight of the said said underu'ear. vest and Bermu<liris 121tt 2O()r',r-'r

flefort rlc, ['lr ttL ]ur l

t ),q
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Photograph of the same is as undcr

6. Thercaftcr, hcmakes the ash by way of burning thc said underwear,
\/cst and Bermuda of the passenger and then, he leads us to the furnace,
inside his u'orkshop, where he starts the process of convertrng the ash o[
t.he saidsemi solidpaste into solid gold by putting it into the furnace and
upon heating,it turns into liquid material. The said subsl-ance in liquid
state is taken out of furnace, and poured in a bar shaped plate and alter
cooling lor some lime, it becomes yellou, coloured solid metal in form of a
bar. After testing the said yellow coloured meta1, the Governmcnt
Approved Valuer vide its report No. 1033 12023-24 dated 24 .12.2023
confirms that it is pure gold. After completion of the procedure,
Covernmen[ Approved Valuer informs that I Gold bar totalll, u,eighing
574.38Grams having purity 999.0/24kt is derived from 1219.2O0 grams
o[ underu,ear, vest and Bermuda of lhe passenger wherein semi solid
Irzrste oI gold and chemical mix is spread in the sLitched layers.

i. Fr-rrthcr, he informs that the recovered gold bar from Shri Atish
M.rdarners having net n'eight of 574.38 Grams, purity 999.0/24kt , Tartff
value of Rs. 31 ,7 I,9681 - (Rupees Thirty One Lakhs Seventlr One
Thousand Nine Flundred Sixt-"" Eight Only) and Market value of Rs.
37,27,7261- (Rupees Thirty Seven Lakhs Twenty Seven Thousand Seven
Hundred Tu,enty Six Only). The value of the gold bar has been calculated
irs pcr thc Notification No.91 / 2023-Customs (N.T.) datcd 15.12.20'23
(gold) and Notification No. 9312023-Customs (N.T.) dated 2l.12.2023
(exchange rate).

8. Then, the AIU officer takes the photograph of the above said derived
gold bar, which is as under:

Before me. Pancha 1.
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9 . After the proceedings of the extraction of golcl a I l-he workshop, u,t'
panchas, Customs officer and the passenger come bacli to the Airport in a
government vehicle alongwith the extracted gold bar on 24.1,2 2023.

10. Thereafter in the presence of we the panchers, on scrutinv of thc
documents of the passenger, it is found that Shri Atish MadameS/o Shri
Devanand Madame, DOB: 28.07.1997, residing at Ward No 3, Inll'o:rl ol
Shiv Mandir, As'alajhari, Seoni Camp. Bagholi, Balzrghr,t, MI'] 48 lll)-2

11 On being asked by the AIU officer, in presence of ue the panchas.
Lhe above said passenger produce lhe identit-v- proof dccuments rvhich are
as under:

i) Copy of Passport No. v7513881issued at Bhopalon 10.O5.2022 valrd up
to 09.05.2032.

ii) Boarding pass of Spicejet Flight SC-58, Seat No. l8C fiom Dubri to
Ahmedabad arrived on24 .72.2023.

12. Wc the panchas as well as the passengcr put ottr datcd sign:rturcs
or-r copies of all the abovc mcntioned trave lling doclrm,'nts zLnd thc abovr:
passenger manil'cst, as a token of having seen and erqrccd to tht' sarnc'
Nou,, the AIU Officers informs we the panchas as rt'etl as ti'tc p:tsst'nlr'T
Shri Atish Madamethat the recovered Cold bar wr:rqhing 574.38 (ilirnrs,

Be [b re me Pancha I
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irrrving Tar-iff valuc of Rs. 31,71,968/- (Rupees Thirty One Lakhs Sevcr-rtv
Onc Thousand Nine Hundred Sixti, Eight Only) and Market valuc of Rs.
37 ,27 ,7261 - (Rupees Thirty Seven Lakhs Twenty Seven Thousand Seven
Hur-rdred Tn,entv Six Only). The said gold bar derived from the semi solid
paste recovered from the underwear, vest and Bermuda \\rorn by the said
passenger,is attempted to be smuggled into India u'ith an intent to evade
pa-vmen L of Customs duty which is a clear violation of the provisions of
Clrstoms Act, 1962. Thus, the AIU officer informs that the)' have a
rczrsonablc belicf that the abovc said Gold bar is bcing attempted to be
smuggled by the passenger is liable for confiscation as per thc provisions
ol Customs Act, 1962; hence, it is being placed under seizure.

I3. The officer, then, in presence of u,e the panchas and in the presence
r,ri the said passenger Shri Atish Madame, places the said gold bar of
\)')<) O I 21kt puriL" r,r'eighing 574.38 grams belonging to Shri Atish
N1ad:rmcin or-rc transparent plastic boxand the same are sealed with the
Customs lac seal.Wc, the above mentioned two panchas, the AIU officer aLs

ivell as the passenger have put our dated signature on the packing list
placed over the box and as a token of having packed and sealed in our
presence and in the presence of the passenger. The said sealed
[rzrnspztren I plastic hox con taining gold bar is handed over to the Ware
House ln-charge, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad vide Ware House Entry No.
5529 dated 24.12.2023.

14. The Customs officer informs that the copies of travelling documents
and identitv proof documents mentioned above are being taken into
possession for further investigation and are signed by $,e the panchas,
AIU Customs Olficer and the passenger.

L;r. Nothrng else is seized or taken over from the passenger Shri Atish
Marlamc', except u'hat has been mentioned above in the panchnama. No
thr('at, coercion or induccment is made during the entire proccedings. Ncr

religious scntiments of the passenger is hurt during the course of
panchnama. The panchnama is recorded on a computer installed :n the
oflice of the Air Intelligence Unit at SVPT Airport, Ahmedabad and we ali
llnd that the panchnamais true and correct version of the
p roceecl ings.After understanding Lhe same, and explaining the same to the
passenger in the vernacular language we as well as the passenger put our
datcd signature on it as a token of truth and correctness. The Panchnama
concluded in a peaceful manner at approx. 02.15 PM on 24.12.2023.

Be fore me. Pancha I
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ANNEXURE'B'

VAIUATION CERTIFICATE OF ONE GOLD BAR E;TTRACTED T'ROM BROWN
COLOI'RED SE![I SOLID SI'BSTANCE RECOVERED FROM ATISH MADAME AT SVPI
ATRPORT, AHUEDABAD ON 241t2l2023

Certificate No: 1033 12023-24 Dated: 2411212023 .

This is to certiry that I have checked and examined I (One Piece) of Gold Bar weighing

574.380 Grams derived from Gold Paste with Ashes of Cloth having Gross Weight 593.490 Crams

which is obtained after buming the Gold in Semi Solid paste material concealed inside cloth ofhaving

Gross Weight 1219.200 Gram. The details of purity of said Gold is certified in the table given below.

The market value of the aforesaid Gold & tariff value as per the Notification No. 91/2023-

Customs (N.T.) dated 15.12.2023 (gold) and Notification No. 93/2023- Customs (N.T.) dated

21.12.2023 (exchange rate), the calculation of total market value based on the unit market value of

gold @ 64900 per l0 grams (999.0 24Kr) and the calculation of total tariff value based on the tariff

value of gold prevailing at the time of valuation @ 55224.20 Rs. per 10 gram (999.0 24Kt) are as

given below: -

sR.
No.

Details of Items PCS
Net

trIeight
ia Gram

Purity
Matket
valuc
lRsl

Tariff
Value
(Rs)

1 Gold Bar 1 574.380 999.O
24I(t 3727726 3L7L96A

Total 3 574.380 3727726 3171968
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ANNEXURE 'A'
Dated:24/12/2023

Detailed Primarv VerificatiertRcport of Brown Coloured Semi Solid Pest of Gold and

Substance Concealed inside the Laver of fabric ofthe Inner Vest and Under Garment.

To,

This is to certifi that the Passenger Atlsh Madame having Passport No. V7513881, residing

at Ward No.3. Infront of Shiv Mandir Awalajhari, Seoni Camp Banholi, Balaghat, Madhya

Pradesh, India, travelling by Spice Jet, Flight No: SG 58 Arrived on:2411212023 from Dubai to

Ahmedabad. AIU Customs Officials found some paste material concealed inside the Layer of
fabric of the Inner Vest and Under Garment of having Gross Weight are 1219.200 Grams.

On the Basis of above Verification of Semi Solid Substance, I recommended for testing ofthe
said Substance & extraction of Gold therefrom.

As per my judgement, this Semi Solid Substance is mixture of 100 % Puriry of Gold with
Chemical. So the same Substance Need Melting Process to Derive Exact Quantity & Purity of
Gold. The extracted Net Quantity of Gold along with its Purity is shown in my Valuation
Report Attached Dated:2411212023. The Process ofextraction ofgold is carried out in presence

of AIU Officers, Pax & Panchas at KV Jewels, C.G.Road, Ahmedabad on today i.e2411212023.
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1,

:it2rtcment of Shri Atish Madame S/o Shri Devanand Madame, DOB:
)8 07 .1997 , rcsiding at Ward No. 3, Infront of Shiv Mandir, Awalajhari,
Seoni Camp, Bagl-roli, Balaghat, MP- 481 1O2, recorded under Section 108
rrf the Customs Act, 1962 on 24.12.2023.

l, Sl-rri Atish Madame S/o Shri Devanand Madame, DOB: 28.07.1997,
lt'sicUng at Ward No. 3, lnfront of Shiv Mandir, Au,alajhari, Seoni Camp,
Iirillroli, Rtrlaghat. MP 481102, on being called b.y the Superintendent
tAItl), Cr-rstoms, at SVPI Airport, Ahmcdabad, appcar bcforc you to give
nr\ lr-Lrc zurd corrcct statcmcnt todav i.e. on 24.12.2023 in response to the
sLrr)rnrons dated 24.I2.2023 issucd to me under Scction I08 of the
Clrstoms Act, 1962. Before giving my statement, I have been explained thc
1rr rrr isions of Section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962, rvherein, I have been
mzrde to undersland that I have to give my true and correct statemen t. I
I;irvt' been explained that if my statement is found to be false or incorrect,
irctirrr.: can be taken against me under the provisions of the Indian Penal
Codr:. I havc also been explaincd that my statement can be uscd as legal
cl'idcr-rcc against me or any other person in the Court of Law. Now, I givc
my statement in question answer form as under:

(J I Please state.vour name, age, address and profession?

r\ns Ml name, age and address stated above are true and correct. I rvork
.,s :, lr",cnt Planner in lndore. I have passed 12th class and can read, r,r'rite
;urrl irnrlerstand Hindi and English language very well.

Q 2 Plcasc give the dctails of your family residing with you and their
prolt'ssion?

Ar-rs- I live u,ith my parents at my village.

(.) 3 What is -1'our monthly income?

/\ns I\'ll' monthlv incomc is Rs. 60,000/- approx.

I

'u 2-\L3
gra\\'a

Su g;erintendent (AIU)
Crrstoms, Ahmedabad

e*f,,^lr,
(Atish Madamc)

Pax
(.,I PA l)
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Q 4 Plcase explurin regarding ]'our overseas travcl'?

Ans- I travelled to Dubai on 15. 1 '2.2023 and returne d on 24 12.2023 br
Spice jet flight SG-58 from Dubai to Ahmedabad. I u,ent to Dubai for sonre
event related r.r,ork and I arranged my air tickets to Du-rar on 15.12.20-23
liom m-t'income/savings. I have never rndulged in a:-n iliegit[,ismL-rvqlrrrr
activities. but this is my first trme u,hen I carried gold.

Q.5 Please pcruse Panchnama dated 24.12.2023 dra\,'n at SVPI Arrpor-t,
Ahmedabad and offer your comments.

Ans- I have perused the said Panchnama dated 24.1? 2o.)?' drirrr r ;,,

Terminal 2 of SVPI Airport, Ahmcdabad and I stnle that I harr ( t),'( rl
presen L during the entire course ol- the said panchnauna antl I agree rr r L L

the conlents of the said Panchnama. In token, I put mv signature on lrrst
page of the panchnama.

Q.6 Who has purchased the Gold concealed in the urrderu,ear, vest and
Bermuda r.l,orn by you wherein Cold paste was con('eerled in the slilc-l)e(i
lavers of the said underwear, vest and Bermuda, u h ich s'as recovererl
during lhe Panchnama proceeding on 24.12.2023 at SVPI Air-porL,
Ahmedabad?

Ans - Whcn I was in Dubai during cvent work, onc of mv mutual ft-icncl
sr:ggestcd me to buy gold from Dubai and sell it in lndizr. As tht' gold pri<'r'
is cheaper in Dr.rbai so he suggested me to sell the samt in Inrlia at lriqhcr
rates to earn good profit. In greed of money, I acceptcd his suggesrrorr llt'
also suggested me to convert the gold into semi solid p rste u ith chcnrir'rrl
mi-x to prevent Customs checking, He gave me a.n undt't-rrtiir, tcsl rurri
Bermuda nherein gold paste \r/as spread in the inn,:r' stilched lavrls
Besides mv savings, I borror.r,ed some monev lrom ml iriends resiclinq .rt

Dubai to purcherse thc said gold.

Q.7 Whether you were engaged in any smuggling activitv in the past?

Ans- I state that I have never indulged in an.v smuggiing activitv in thc
past. This is first time I have brought Gold.

Q.8:- Please narrate the events on 24.72.2023 at the time of arrival at
Ahmedabad Airport?

Before me
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Ans:- On arrival at (ireen channcl of SVPI Airport at Ahmedabad on
24.\ 2.2023,1 was intcrceptcd bly the Customs Officcrs when I tried to exit
tirloLrglr the llrcen channel u,ith my check-in baggage and hand birggage.
Dr,rring the exarnination of m1- clothes/body by the Customs Officers in
thc Prcsence of two independent panchas, the officers found that the grey
coloLrred underwear, brown coloured vest and blue coloured Bcrmuda
rvorn bv me \^/as unusualll' heav--v". On further examination it il,as lbund
that thc said under'"vear, vcst and Bermuda had two la]rcrs stitched on
the inner sidc. The officer thcn cut open the stitchcd Iayer wherein yellow
semi solid paste likc material 'a,as found spread in it. Thereaftcr, I

admitted that the.yellou, paste like material is gold in paste form. The gold
bar derived from the said gold paste has net weight of 574.38 grams,
l'arifl' value ol' Rs. 31,71,968/- and Market value of Rs.37,27,726l-, u,as
recovered from me, u,hich was hidden by me in the form of Gold paste
covered / concealed in the stitched layer made in my underwear, vest and
Bennuda. Thc said gold bar was seizcd by the officers under Panchnama
dat<:d 24.12.'2023 undcr the provision of Customs Act, 1962. I statc that I
\\'irs l)resent dr-rring the entire course of the Panchnama and I confirm the
('\'cn(s narr.rted in lhe said panchnama drawn on '24.12.2023 at
'l cr-rrinal-2. SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad. In token of its correctness I have
put nr.y datecl signature on the last page of the said Panchnama.

(J.9:- Please staLe specifically u,hv you had opted for green channel
r.r.ithout dcclaring thc dutiable goods?

Ans: - l state that I zrm aware that smuggling of gold ',r,ithout payment ol
Customs duty is an offence. I was aware of the concealed gold in the form
of paste found spread in underwear, vest and Bermuda, but I did not
make anv declarations in this regard to evade the Customs duty. I have
opted for green channel so that I can attempt to smuggle the gold u,ithout
pal ir-rg customs duty.

I h:rr.,c gir.cn mr- above statcment voluntanly and willinglv urithout an-y-

lhre;rt, coercion or duress and I have been explained my above statement
in ()rr.jarati arrd Hindi and after understanding the same, in token of the
lrbr,ve statement being true and correct, I put my signature on all pages of
this statement. I further state that I will present myself before vou
r.t,henever I will be called upon. I have requested the officer to t,vpe the
statcment on the computer and the same has been recordcd as per my
sav ernd mv above statcment is true and correct.

,

Belore me ,*#
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(Atish Madame)
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS
:: AIR INTDLLIGENCE UNIT ::

SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL INTERNATIONAL AIR PORT
AHMEDABAD 38 OO 04

prroNE \o7e) 22 86 00 34 FAX (079) 22 86 00 35
li N.). VIII// 1O-229 IAIU /C/2023-24 Date:24.12.2023

ORDER UNDER SECTION 110 I1} AND (3) OF THE CUSTOMS ACT, 1962

In cxercise ol' thc power conferrcd under sub-section (1) of Sect.ion 11O ol
tlr(' CLrstoms Act, 1962. I. the undcrsigned, order to place I piece of Gold b:rr I
lotrrllv r,r'cighing 574.38 grams having purity 999.O/24Kt, Tanfl valuc of Rs.
:l I .7 I .968/ (Rupees Thirty One Lakhs Seventy One Thousand Nine Hundred
Srxtl lr)igl-r t Onl.v) and Market value of Rs. 37,27,726/- (Rupees Thirtv Seven Lakhs
Tu e nll Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Tu,enty Six Only)as on 24.12.2023
snrugulecl lrr Shri Atish Madamehaving Passport No. V7513B81under seizure on
tht reasonabie belief that the said goods are liable for confiscation under Sectron
1 i l ol thc Customs Act. 1962, due to the reason that the said goods havc bccn
,rr ,nrl)l( (i to bc smugglcd into India through SVPI Airport, Ahmcdabad by thc
|,rs\r'nsL r r:t tht st:rni-solid paste form consisting of gold and chemical mix sp|cad
lrt'1rr. r't rr ttrcstitcl'red laver of grey coloured underwear, brou,n coloured vesr and
hlL.rt' , , rlortred Berrnuclaby the passerrger. 01 gold bar was recovered dlrrins the
ccrurse of Panchnama proceedings dated 24.72.2023 drawn at Terminai-2, SVPi
Airport, Ahmedabad.

'). The gold which was recovered from the pax is being seized and details are as
uncler:

[)C.Slsl.
Ncr

Purity Tariff
(Rs )

ValueDet ar ls
ol'ltems

(iold Bur

Net Weight
ln grams

Market
Value (Rs.)

)1 . t'2.21))3
SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad

37 .27 .7261 3t,7 t,968 I -
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(.J P Agrau'al)
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SVPI AirPort . A'bad
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