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SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
(Issued under Section 124 of the Customs Act, 1962)

Shri Ahatsham S/o Shri Mohd Yusuf, (DOB: 25.07"L976),

holding Indian Passport bearing No. W2036737, residing at Vill-Kotwal,

Alampur, PO- lhabrera, Haridwar, Uttrakhand- 247665, arrived by Air

Arabia Flight no. G9 418 from Sharjah to Ahmedabad on 13.03.2024

at Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport (SVPIA), Terminal-2,

Ahmedabad. On the basis of specific intelligence, the passenger was

intercepted by the officers of DRI Ahmedabad Zonal unit and Air

Intelligence Unit (AIU) officers, SVPIA, Customs, Ahmedabad while the

passenger was attempting to exit through green channel without

making any declaration to Customs, under Panchnama proceedings

dated 13.03.2024 (RUD - 01) in presence of two independent

witnesses for passenger's personal search and examination of his

baggage. The passenger was carrying a black colored trolley bag as his

Checked-in baggage.
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2. The officers asked the passenger whether he was carrying any

contraband/ dutiable goods in person or in baggage to which he denied.

The officers informed the passenger that he would be conducting his

personal search and detailed examination of his baggage. The officers

offered their personal search to the passenger, but the passenger

denied the same politely. Then the officers asked the passenger

whether he wanted to be checked in presence of the Executive

Magistrate or the Superintendent (Gazetted officer) of Customs, in

reply to which the passenger in presence of two independent witnesses

gave his consent to be searched in presence of the Superintendent of

Customs. The passenger was asked to walk through the Door Frame

Metal Detector (DFMD) machine after removing all the metallic objects
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he was wearing on his body/ clothes. Thereafter the passenger,

removed the metallic substances from his body such as mobile, purse

etc., and kept it in a tray placed on the table there and after that he

was asked to pass through the Door Frame Metal Detector (DFMD)

machine and while he passed through the DFMD Machine, no beep

sound is heard. Thereafter, the baggage of the passenger was scanned

in the X-Ray Bag Scanning Machine (BSM) installed near the Green

Channel counter at terminal 2 of SVPI Ahmedabad to which nothing

objectionable is found in his baggage.

Thereafter, the officers of AIU & DRI, the said passenger and the

Panchas moved to the AIU office located opposite Belt No. 2 of the

Arrival Hall, Terminal-2, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad along with the

baggage of the passenger. During frisking, the passenger Shri

Ahatsham was examined thoroughly by the officers. The officers asked

the said passenger to change all his clothes. During examination of his

clothes, the officers find that the belt portion of brown colored pant

worn by the passenger is unusually heavy. On further examination it

is found that the said belt part of the pant has two layers stitched on

the inner side, The officer in presence of the panchas and the

passenger cut opens the stitched layer wherein two long strips covered

with white colored adhesive tape is found, On being asked, the

passenger Shri Ahatsham tells the officer that the said long strips have

semi solid paste of gold and chemical mix.

2.1 The officers informed the Panchas that the said long strips

contain semi solid substance comprising of gold and chemical mix,

which required to be confirmed and also to be ascertained its purity

and weight. For the same, Shri Kartikey Vasantrai Soni, the

Government Approved Valuer was contacted, who informed that the

facility to extract the gold from such semi solid substance comprising

of gold and chemical mix and to ascertain purity and weight of the

same, is available at his shop only. Accordingly, the officers, the

panchas and the passenger visited his shop situated at 301, Golden

Signature, Behind Ratnam Complex, Nr. National Handloom, C.G.

Road, Ahmedabad - 380006 in Government vehicle. Shri Kartikey

Vasantrai Soni, the Government Approved Valuer weighed the said
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long strips of semi solid substance comprising of gold and chemical mix

on his weighing scale and informed that it was weighing 399.97 grams

(weight inclusive of long strips),

2.2 Thereafter, the Government approved valuer, Shri Kartikey

Vasantrai Soni started the process of converting the said semi solid

substances into solid gold. After completion of the procedure, the

Government Approved Valuer informed that 01 Gold bar weighing

329.97 grams having purity 999.0/24 Kt. is derived from the said semi

solid substance containing gold paste and chemical mix. After testing

the said gold bar, the Government Approved Valuer confirms that it is
pure gold. Shri Soni Kartikey Vasantrai vide certificate no. 1525/2023-

24 dated 13.03.2024 certifies that the extracted gold bar is having

purity 999.0/24k1, tariff value of Rs.18,98,524/ - and Market value of

Rs.22,23,998/-. The value of the gold bar has been calculated as per

the Notification No. t712024-Customs (N.T.) dated 06.03.202a Gold)

and Notification No. l9/2124-Customs (N.T.) dated 07.03.2024

(exchange rate) The details of item recovered from the passenger are

as under:

S

No.
Details of

items
Net weight
in qrams Pu rity Market

value (Rs. )
Tariff value

(Rs.)

1 01 Gold Bar
999.0/
24 Kt. 22,23,998/- 78,98,524/-

The photograph of the extracted gold bar is as follows:

2.3 The method of purifying, testing and valuation used by Shri

Kartikey Vasantrai Soni was done in presence of the independent

panchas, the passenger and the officers. All were satisfied and agreed

with the testing and Valuation Certificate given by Shri Kartlkey

Page 3 of 10

329.97



SCN F. No. Vrll/10-103/SVPIA-C/O& A/ HQJ 2024-25

Vasantrai Soni and in token of the same, the Panchas and the

passenger put their dated signature on the said valuation certificates.

The following documents produced by the passenger were withdrawn

under the Panchnama dated 13.03.2024:

i) Copy of Passport No. W2036737 issued at Dehradun on
12.09.2022 valid up to 11.09.2032.
ii) Boarding pass of Air Arabia Flight No. G9 418 from Sharjah to
Ahmedabad dated 13.03.2024.

3. Accordingly, gold bar having purity 999.0 /24 Kl. weighing

329.97 grams, derived from the semi solid substance comprising of

gold and chemical mix recovered from Shri Ahatsham was seized vide

Panchnama dated 13.03.2024, under the provisions of the Customs

Act, 1962, on the reasonable belief that the said gold bar was smuggled

into India by the said passenger with an intention to evade payment of

Customs duty and accordingly the same was liable for confiscation

under Customs Act 1962 read with Rules and Regulation made

thereu nder.

A statement of Shri Ahatsham was recorded on 13.03.2024, under

Section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962 (RUD-O3), wherein he inter alia

stated that:-

(i)
( ii)

he is engaged in labor work in Dubai;
he went to Sharjah on 17.01.2024 and returned back on
73.03.2024 by Air Arabia flight No. G9 4L8; that he had never
indulged in any smuggling activity in the past and this was first
time he had carried gold;
he purchased the gold in semi solid paste form in two long strips
and then covered it in white adhesive tape, so that it could not
identified easily by Customs Authorities.
he had been present during the entire course of the Panchnama
dated 13.03.2024 and he confirmed the events narrated in the
said panchnama drawn on 13.03.2024 at Terminal-2, SVPI
Airport, Ahmedabad;
he was aware that smuggling of gold without payment of
Customs duty is an offence; he was well aware of the gold
concealed in 02 plastic long strips containing gold and chemical
mix in semi-solid form but he did not make any declarations in
this regard with an intention to smuggle the same without
payment of Customs duty.

( iii)

( iv)

(v)

4. The above said gold barweighing 329.970 grams recovered from

the said passenger was allegedly attempted to be smuggled into India

with an intent to evade payment of Customs duty by way of concealing

the same in the form of semi solid substance comprising of gold and
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chemical mix, which is clear violation of the provisions of Customs Act,

1962, Thus, on a reasonable belief that the gold bar weighing 329.970

grams is attempted to be smuggled by the said passenger, liable for

confiscation as per the provisions of Section 111 of the Customs Act,

1962. Hence, the above said gold bar weighing 329.970 grams derived

from the above said semi solid gold paste with chemical mix and its

packing material i.e. white adhesive tape used to conceal the semi solid

gold paste in long strips, was placed under seizure under the provision

of Section 110 and Section 119 of the Customs Act, 1962 vide Seizure

memo Order dated 13.03.2024 (RUD - 04).

5. RELEVANT LEGAL PROVISIONS:
A. THE CUSTOMS ACT, 1962I
I) Section 2 - Definitions.-.In this Act, unless the context
otherwise requires,-
(22) "goods" includes-

(a) vessels, aircrafts and vehicles;
(b) stores;
(c) baggage;
(d) currency and negotiable instruments; and
(d) any other kind of movable property;

(3) "baggage" includes unaccompanied baggage but does not include
motor vehicles;

(33) "prohibited goods" means any goods the import or export of which
is subject to any prohibition under this Act or any other law for
the time being in force but does not include any such goods in
respect of which the conditions subject to which the goods are
permitted to be imported or exported have been complied with;

(39) "smuggling", in relation to any goods, means any act or omission
which will render such goods liable to confiscation under section
777 or section 773;"

II) SectionllA - Definitions -In this Chapter, unless the context
otherwise requires,

(a) "illegal import" means the import of any goods in contravention of
the provisions of this Act or any other law for the time being in
force; "

III) "Section 77 - Declaration by owner of baggage.- Ihe
owner of any baggage shall, for the purpose of clearing it, make a
declaration of its contents to the proper officer."

IV) "Section ll0 - Seizure of goods, documents and
things.- (1) If the proper officer has reason to believe that any goods
are liable to confiscation under this Act, he may seize such goods:"
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V) "Section 111 - Confiscation of improperly imported goods,
etc.-Ihe following goods brought from a place outside India shall be
liable to confiscation : -

(d) any goods which are imported or attempted to be imported or are
brought within the Indian customs waters for the purpose of being
imported, contrary to any prohibition imposed by or under this Act
or any other law for the time being in force;

(t) any dutiable or prohibited goods required to be mentioned under
the regulations in an arrival manifest or import manifest or import
report which are not so mentioned;

(i) any dutiable or prohibited goods found concealed in any manner in
any package either before or after the unloading thereof;

(j) any dutiable or prohibited goods removed or attempted to be
removed from a customs area or a warehouse without the
permission of the proper officer or contrary to the terms of such
permission;

(l) any dutiable or prohibited goods which are not included or are in
excess of those included in the entry made under this Act, or in the
case of baggage in the declaration made under section 77;

(m) any goods which do not correspond in respect of value or in any
other particular with the entry made under this Act or in the case
of baggage with the declaration made under section 77 in respect
thereof, or in the case of goods under transhipment, with the
declaration for transhipment referred to in the proviso to sub-
section (1) of section 54;"

VI) "Section 112 - Penalty for improper importation of
goods, etc.- Any persont-

(a) who, in relation to any goods, does or omits to do any act
which act or omission would render such goods liable to
confiscation under Section 17 7, or abets the doing or omission
of such an act, or

(b) who acquires possession of or is in any way concerned in
carrying, removing, depositing, harboring, keeping,
concealing, selling or purchasing or in any manner dealing
with any goods which he know or has reason to believe are
liable to confiscation under Section 777, shall be liable to
penalty.

VII) Section 119 in the Customs Act, 1952 :
119. Confiscation of goods used for concealing smuggled goods.

-Any goods used for concealing smuggled goods shall also be
I ia b le to co nfiscati o n.

B. THE FOREIGN TRADE (DEVELOPMENT AND REGULATION)
ACT, 1992;
I) "Section 3(2) - The Central Government may also, by
Order published in the Official Gazette, make provision for
prohibiting, restricting or otherwise regulating, in all cases or in
specified classes of cases and subject to such exceptions, if any,
as may be made by or under the Order, the import or export of
goods or services or technology."
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II) "Section 3(3) - All goods to which any Order under sub-
section (2) applies shall be deemed to be goods the import or
export of which has been prohibited under section 11 of the
Customs Act, 1962 (52 ot 1962) and all the provisions of that Act
shall have effect accordingly."

III) "Section 11(1) - No export or import shall be made by any
person except in accordance with the provisions of this Act, the
rules and orders made thereunder and the foreign trade policy for
the time being in force."
C. THE CUSTOMS BAGGAGE DECLARATIONS REGUTAIIONS.
2013:
I) Regulation 3 (as amended) - All passengers who come
to India and having anything to declare or are carrying dutiable
or prohibited goods shall declare their accompanied baggage in
the prescribed form.

Contravention and violation of law:

(a) The passenger Shri Ahatsham had dealt with and knowingly

indulged himself in the instant case of smuggling of gold into

India. The passenger had improperly imported gold

weighing 329.970 grams having purity 999.0/24 Kt. derived

from semi solid gold paste and having Tariff value of

Rs.18,98,524l- and Market value of Rs.22,23,998/-. The said

semi solid gold paste was concealed in 02 long strips

containing gold and chemical mix in semi-solid form and not

declared to the Customs. The passenger opted green

channel to exit the Airport with deliberate intention to evade

the payment of Customs Duty and fraudulently

circumventing the restrictions and prohibitions imposed

under the Customs Act 1962 and other allied Acts, Rules and

Regulations. Thus, the element of mens rea appears to have

been established beyond doubt. Therefore, the improperly

imported gold bar weighing 329.970 grams of purity

999.0/24 Kt. by Shri Ahatsham by way of concealment and

without declaring it to the Customs on arrival in India cannot

be treated as bonafide household goods or personal effects.

The passenger has thus contravened the Foreign Trade

Policy 2015-20 and Section 11(1) of the Foreign Trade

(Development and Regulation) Act, 1992 read with Section

6. It therefore appears that:
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3(2) and 3(3) of the Foreign Trade (Development and

Regulation) Act, 1992.

(b) By not declaring the value, quantity and description of the

goods imported by him, the said passenger violated the

provision of Baggage Rules, 2016, read with the Section 77

of the Customs Act, 1962 read with Regulation 3 of Customs

Baggage Declaration Regulations, 2013.

(c) The improperly imported gold by the passenger found

concealed in 02 long strips containing gold and chemical mix

in semi-solid form, without declaring it to the Customs is

thus liable for confiscation under Section 111(d), 111(f),

111(i), 111(j), 111(l) and 111(m) read with Section 2 (22),

(33), (39) of the Customs Act, 1962 and further read in

conjunction with Section 11(3) of Customs Act, 1962.

(d) As per Section 119 ofthe Customs Act, \962 any goods used

for concealing smuggled goods shall also be liable for

confiscation.

(e) Shri Ahatsham by his above-described acts of omission and

commission on his part has rendered himself liable to

penalty under Section 112 of the Customs Act, 1962.

(f) As per Section 123 of the Customs Act 1962, the burden of

proving that the gold bar weighing 329.970 grams of purity

999.O/24 Kt., derived from semi solid gold paste concealed

in 02 long strips containing gold and chemical mix in semi-

solid form, without declaring it to the Customs, is not

smuggled goods, is upon the passenger.

7. Now, therefore, Shri Ahatsham S/o Shri Mohd Yusuf, (DOB:

25.07.1976), holding Indian Passport bearing No. W2036737, residing

at Vill-Kotwal, Alampur, PO- lhabrera, Haridwar, Uttrakhand- 247665,

is hereby called upon to show cause in writing to the Additional

Commissioner of Customs, Ahmedabad having his office at 2nd Floor,
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Customs House, Opp. Old High Court, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad-

380009, as to why:

(i) One Gold Bar weighing 329.97O grams having purity

999.0/24 Kt. and having Tariff value of Rs.18,98,524/- and

Market value of Rs.22,23,998/-, derived from semi solid

gold paste containing gold and chemical mix in semi-solid

form by the passenger and placed under seizure under

panchnama proceedings dated 13.03.2024 and Seizure

Memo Order dated 13.03 .2024, should not be confiscated

under the provision of Section 111(d), 111(f), 111(i),

111(j), 111(l) and 111(m) of the Customs Act, 1962;

The packing material i.e. White colored plastic adhesive tapes

used for concealment of semi solid gold paste, seized under

panchnama dated 13.03.2024 and Seizure memo order dated

13.03.2024, should not be confiscated under Section 119 of

the Customs Act, 1962 and

Penalty should not be imposed upon the passenger, under

Section 112 of the Customs Act, 1962, for the omissions and

commissions mentioned hereinabove.

( ii)

( iii)

8. Shri Ahatsham is further required to state specifically in the

written reply as to whether he wishes to be heard in person before the

case is adjudicated. If no specific mention is made about this in the

written reply, it shall be presumed that he does not wish to be heard

in person. He should produce at the time of showing cause, all the

evidences which he intends to rely upon in defense.

9. Shri Ahatsham is further required to note that the reply should

reach within 30 (thirty) days or within such extended period as may

be allowed by the adjudicating authority. If no cause is shown against

the action proposed above within 30 days from the receipt of this show

cause notice or if anyone does not appear before the adjudicating

authority as and when the case is posted for hearing, the case is liable

to be decided ex-pafte on the basis of facts and evidences available on

record.
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f0. This show cause notice is issued without prejudice to any other
action that may be taken against him, under this Act or any other law
for the time being in force, or against any other company, person(s),
goods and conveyances whether named in this notice or not.

12. The relied upon documents for the purpose of this notice are
listed in Annexure 'A' and copies thereof are enclosed with this noti

\
(Vishal

lir
ihd

u4
)

Additional Commissioner
Customs, Ahmedabad.

DIN : 2024061 1 M N0000222CDD
F. No. VIII/10- 1 03/SVPIA-C / o&A/ HQ/2024-2s Date: 18.06.2024

V.6Ll

BY SPEED POST
To,
Ahatsham S/o Shri Mohd Yusuf,
Vill-Kotwal, Alampur, PO- Jhabrera,
Haridwar, Uttrakhand- 247665.

Copy to:
(i) The Deputy/Assista nt Commissioner of Customs (AIU), SVPI Airport,

Ah meda bad.
(iil The System In-Charge, Customs, HQ., Ahmedabad for uploading on

the official web-site.
Guard File.

List of documents relied upon in the show cause notice issued to Shri
Ahatsham S/o Shri Mohd Yusuf.

Sr.
No

Docu ment

1

Panchnama drawn on 73.O3.2024 at
SVP International Airport,
Ah meda bad

Copy enclosed

2
Valuation certiflcate dated
13.O3.2024 issued by Shri Karitkey
Soni, Government Approved Va lue r.

1 Statement dated 13.03.2024 of Shri
Ahatsha m

4

Seizure memo Order dated
73.O3.2024 issued under Section
110(1) & (3) of the Customs Act,
1962 in respect of the gold bar
weighing 329.97 O grams along
with its packinq material.

Copy enclosed

11. Department reserves its right to amend, modify or supplement
this notice at any time prior to the adjudication of the case.

Annexure'A'

I n".urt,

I 
conv 

"n.ror"a

I 
conv enctorea
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Panchnama dated 13.O3.2o24 drawn at the Arrival Hall of
Terminal 2 of SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad

Sr.
No.

Age
in

years

Occupat
on

I
Name & Address of the Panchas

Karan Solanki, AEP No. AMD0243793 28 Service

1) Prashant Patel, AEP No. AMD 2301179661 27

On being called upon by a person, who introduces himself as Shri
Sumit Kumar Saxena, Inspector of Customs (AIU), SVPI Airport,
Ahmedabad by showing his identity card, we the above named panchas
present ourselves at approx. 04.15 AM of 13.03.2024 at the green channel
of arrival hall of Terminal 2, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad. Shri Sumit Kumar
Saxena introduces us to other officer namely Shri Rake sh Ranjan, Shri
Gaurav Sharma, IO, DRI Ahmedabad and Shri.Jai Prakash Agrar.rral, Shri
Rajesh Kumar, both Superintendent of Customs, Air Intelligence Unit, at
SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad. On the basis of passenger profiling, the officer
requests us to remain present as panchas during the course of personal
and baggage search proceedings o[ the passenger. On being requested, vr,e

the above mentioned panchas give our consent to remain present as
panchas for the entire proceedings.

2. The DRI and AIU officers around 04.45 AM on 13.03.2024 in
presence of vr.e the panchas intercept t$,o passengers along u'ith their
checked-in baggage when the said passengers lry to exit the Green
Channel at arrival hall of terminal 2 of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Intcrnational Airport (SVPI) Ahmedabad. On being asked about thcir
identity by the officers, 1) the passenger identifies himself as Shri
Ahatsham holding Indian Passport bearing No. W2036737 & DOB:
25.O7 .1976 and 2) the other passenger identifies himsell as Shri Madan
Lal holding Indian Passport bearing No. U4479816 & DOB: 18.12.1989.
The AIU Officers inform we the panchas that the said passengers have
arrived by Air Arabia Flight No. G9 418 from Sharjah to Ahmedabad on
13.O3.2024. The officers inform us that the said passengers have opted lbr
grcen channel but on suspicious movemcnt of the passcngcr, thorough
chccking of him and examination of the baggagc is rcqurred. We the
aforesaid panchas give <lur consent to remain prcsent as indepcndcnt
\,,'itnesses in the said proceedings.

3. The ofhcers and we the panchas observe that the passenger Shri
Ahatsham is carrying checked in baggage i.e. a black coloured trollcy bag
and Shri Madan Lal is carrying checked in baggage i.e. a purpie colourcd
trolley bag. The AIU officer asks him if they have anything to dcclare to
the Customs, in reply to which they deny. The AIU officer informs thr,
passenger that he along with his accompanied officers u ould be
conducting their personal search and detailed examination of their
baggage. The AIU officers scan the checked in baggage of the passengers
in the X-Ray baggage scanning machine, which is insLalled near Green
Before me, Pancha 1 ll1.r.*"

\ tlL\
h,il.e

Se t ('(lrv

(Sum umar Sa-xena)
Su ntendcnt (AlU)

Panchar 2

SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad

7:"!.:'"'l 
t3,3,,* 

< ?
Passenger

Hy["r{
,h,

tslr\
adan Lal)
Passenger

urjl{

I

1.

\
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Channel at Arrival Hall, Terminal II, SVPI Airport, Ahmcdabad but nothing
objectionable is fournd.

The DRI and AIU olficers offer their personal search to both the'
passengersr but the passengers deny saying that they are having lull Lrust
on thc Customs officers. 11o'6,, the AIU officcr asks the passcngors
u,hcthcr hc u,ants to be checked in front of an Executivc Mzrgistrate , or
Superintendent of Customs, in reply to which the passr:ngers givc thcir
consent to be searched in front of the Superintendent 01'Customs. No$',
the AIU officers ask the said passengers to pass through the [)oor Frame
Metal Detector (DFMD) Machine installed near the green channel in the
Arnval hall of Terrninal 2 building, after removing all metallic objects from
his boclr'/clothes. Further, the passengers readily remove all the metallic
objccts such as mobile , wallet, etc. and kept in a plastic tray ancl passcd
through thc DFMD machine one by one. However, no becp sound is hcard
indicating thcre is nothing objectionable / dutiable on their bod-v'-/clothes.

Thereafler, the officers of AIU & DRI, the said passengers and n,e
Lhe Panchas moved to the AIU ofhce iocated opposite Belt No.2 of the
Arrival Hall, Terminal-2, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad alongu,'ith thc baggagc
of the passcngcr. During frisking, the passenger Shri Ahatsham is
examincd thoroughly by the ofhcers. The officers ask the said passanger to
change all his clothes. During examination of his clothes, thc officers'in
our presence find that the belt portion of his brown coloured pant u'orn bv
the passenger is unusually healy. On further examination it is found that
the said belt part of the pant has two layers stitchecl on the inne r side.
The officer in presence of we the panchas and the passenger crrt opens l"he
stitchud leryer u,herein tvvo long strips covered u,ith u,hitc colourcd
adhcsivc tapc is found. On being asked, the passcnger Shn Ahatsham
tells r.hc t>fficcr that the said long strips have semi solid paste of gold arrd
chemical mix.

During frisking of the other passenger, Shri Madan Lal rs examined
thoroughlv by the officers. The ofhcers ask the said passanger l-o change
all his clothes. During examination of his clothes, the officers in our
prescncc hnd a pouch covered lvith u,hite coioured adhcsivc tape insider
his undenvear. On being asked, the passenger Shri Madan l-al tells the
officer that the said pouch has semi solid paste of gold and chemical mix

4.. Thereafter, the DRI officer calls the Government Approved Valuer at
around 06.30 AM on 13.03.2O24 and informs him that semi solid pastc
Iike material has been detected from two passengers and thc passcngcrs
havt'informed that the said semi solid paste is of gold and chemical mix
ernd hence, he needs to come to the Airport for testing and valuation of the
said r-nzrterial. In reply, the (]overnment Approved Valuer inlorms the
olficcr that the testing of the said material is only possible at his lrorkshop
as gold has to be extracted from such semi solid paste lorm by melling it
and also informs the address of his u'orkshop.

5. Thcreafter, 'a,e the panchas along with the passcngcrs and the
olTicer leave the Airport premises in a Government Vehicle and reach al
rhe premises of the Government Approved Valuer. On reaching the above
referred premises, the DRI officer introduces the panchas as well as the
Beftrit nrr'. Pancha 1. +"i-i_r.,!'

{Su rn
Ltp( nrltat)

U l_la

S dcnt (AlU)
S\iPl ..\irlrort. Ahmeclabacl $d$4

Gtelz-v1
(Madan Lal)

Parssenger
|^k*::l 13 ,j , 2. , ? \

Passengt'r

Panch:r 2 fi

I

I



passengers to one person namcly Shri Kartikcy Soni Vasantrai,
Government Approved Valuer. Here, the Governrnent approvcd valuer
lr'eighs the said long strips recovered from Shri Ahatsham and informs
that the gross weight of the said strips is 399.97 gms. Thereafter, he
vveighs the said pouch recovered from Shri Madan Lal and informs that
the gross weight of the said pouch is 712.29 gms.

6. Thereafter, he leads us to the furnace, rnside his w'orkshop, \,here
he starts the process of converting the said semi solid paste into solid gold
by putting it into the furnace and upon heating, it turns into liquid
material. The said substance in liquid state is taken out of furnace, and
poured in a bar shaped plate and after cooling for some time, it becomes
yellow colourcd solid metal in form of a bar. After tcsting thc said ,r'cllorv
coloured metals, the Government Approved Valuer vide its rcport confirms
that rt is pure gold. After completion of the procedure, (lovernment
Approved Valuer submits his report which is as under:

S.Ncr Name of
passengcr

Market
vaJue (Rs)

Tariff Value
(Rs)

1

Ahatsham 22,23,994I - 1a,98,524 I

02 Gold
Bar

1524 12023-
24

I5 24Kt
l

999 0
608.1 .+0,98,931 / 34 .99 .067 I

tl
7. Further, he informs that the value of the gold bar has
calculated as per the Notification No. 17 12O24-Customs (N.T.)
06.O3.2024 (gold) and Notification No. 18l2O2a-Customs (N.T.)
07 .O3.2024 (exchange rate).

been
dated
dated

8. Then, the AIU officer takes the photograph of thc above said derived
gold bar, which is as under:
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9. After the proccedings of the cxtraction of gold at the u,orkshop, w'c
panchas, Customs officer and the passengers come back to the Airport,in
a government vehicle along with the extracted gold bars oo 13.O3.2024.

10. Thereafter in the presence of we the panchas, on scrutiny of the
documents of the passenger, rt is found that Shri Ahatsham S/o Shri
Mol.rd Yusuf, DOB: 25.07.1976 is residing at, Vill-Kotu,al, Alampur, PO-
Jl'rabrera, Haridwar, Uttrakhand- 247665 and Shri Maclan Lal S/o Shri
Ktrrlra Ram, DOB: 18.12.1989 is residing at Vill-Khatkar Khurd, Po-
Banga, SBS Nagar, Punjab- 144505.

11. On being asked by the AIU officer, in presence of we the panchas,
the above said passengers produce the identity proof documents which are
as under: -

1) Ahatsham

i) Copy of Passport No. W2O36737 issued at Dehradun on 12.09.2022
valid up to 11.O9.2032.

ii) Boarding pass of Air Arabia Flight No. G9 4 I 8 liom Sharjah to
Ahmedabad dated 13.O3.2024.

2) Maclan Lal

i) C<-rpv of Passport No. U4479816 issued at Jalandhar <>n lO.O2.2O2l
valid up to 09.02.2031.

ii) Boarding pass of Air Arabia Flight No. G9 418 liom Sharjah to
Ahmedabad dated I 3.03.2024.

12. We the panchas as r.r,ell as the passengers put our datecl signatures
on copics of all thc above mcntioned travelling documcnts and the above
passengcr manifcst, as a token of having seen and agrecd to thc szrn\e.
No$r, thc AIU Officers informs we the panchas as rvell as thc said
passengers that the recovered Gold bars is attempted to be smuggled intr->

Belore me, Pan cira t 9,,!.f r.,"
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India with an intent to evade paymcnt of Customs dut1. r,l,hich is er clear
violation of the provisions of Customs Act, 1962. Thus, thc AIU officer
informs that they have a reasonable belief that the above said Gold bars is
being attempted to be smuggled by the said passengers is liable for
confiscation as per the provisions of Customs Acl, 7962; hence, it is being
placed under seizure.

13. The officcr, then, in prcsence of rve the panchas and in the prescnce
of the said passenger Shri Ahatsham and Shri Madan Lal, placcs thc said
gold bars of 999 .O l24kt purity weighing 329 .97 grams belongs to Shri
Ahatsham and 608.15 grams belongs to Shri Madan Lal, in trvo
transparent plastic box separately along with their packing material i,e.
White adhesive tape and the same are sealed u,ith Lhe Customs lac seal.
We, the above mentioned tu,o panchas, the AIU officer as u,ell as the
passengers have put our dated signature on the packing list placed over
the box and as a token of havrng packed and sealcd in our prcscnce and
in the presence of the passcngers. The said sealed transparcnt plastic box
containing gold bars is handed over to the Ware House In-charge, SVPI
Airport, Ahmedabad vide Ware House Entry No. 5980 (Ahatsham) and
5981 (Madan Lal) both dated 13.03.2024.

14. The Customs officer informs thal the copies of travelling documents
and identity proof documents mentioned above are berng taken into
possession for furthcr investigation and are signed b1' \\'e thc panchas,
AIU Customs Officer and the passengers.

15. Nothing else is seized or taken over from the said passenger Shri
Ahatsham and Shri Madan Lal, except what has been mentioned above in
the panchnama. No threat, coercion or inducement is made during tl-re
entire proceedings. No religious sentiments of the passengers is hurt
during the course of panchnama. The panchnama is recorded on a
computcr installed in the office of thc Air Intelligence Unit at SVPI Airport,
Ahmedabad and u,c all find that the panchnama is true trnd correct
version of the proceedings. After understanding the same, and explaining
the same to the passengers in the vernacular language we as well as the
passenger put our dated signature on it as a token of truth and
correctness. The Panchnama concluded in a peaceful manner at approx.
11.30 AM on 73.O3.2024.

Before me, Pancha 1 ,,n, ,^
tt)-t
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Su rintendent (AIU)
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AI{NEXUR.E 'B'

VALUATIOI{ CERTIFICATE OF ONE GOLD BAR EXTRACAED FROM BROIC
COLOT'RED SEMI SOLID SUBSTANCE RECOVERED FROM AHATSIIAM AT SVPI
AIRPIORT, AJIMEDABAD ON 13 I 03 I 2024.

Certificate No L525 / 2023-24 Dated,: 13 /O3 / 2024

This is to certily that I have checked and examined One Gold Bar weighing 329-970

Grams derived from semi sol.id substance consisting of Gold & Chemical mixed havilg

Gross weight is 399.97O Grams (Two Strips Pouch Covered with White Tape). I confrrm ard

authenticate the details as given below.

The market value of the aforesaid Gold & tariff value as per the Notification No. 17 /2024-

Customs (N.T.) dafr,d 06.03.2024 (gold) arrd Notification No. 18/2024- Customs (N.T.) dated

07 .03.2024 (exchange rate), the calculation of total market value based on the unit market value of

gold @ 67400 per l0 grams (999.0 Z4Kt) and the calculation of total tariff value based on the tariff

value ol gold prevailing at the time of valuation @ 57536.25 Rs. per l0 gram (999.0 24Kt) arc as

given below: -

sR.
I[o. Details of Itemg PCS

Net
Welght in

Gram
Purity

Market
velue
(Rsl

TeriIf
Value (Rs)

1 Gold Bar I 329.970 999.O
24I{t 222399A 1898524

Total 1 329.970 2223994 1898524

16/*ot",ru? tAr"E 
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ANT{E:N['RE'A'

Dated:73 /03 /2024

Detailed Primary Verification Report of Brown Coloured Semi Solid Substance

To, The Deputy Commissioner (AIU) SVPI Customs Ahmedabad,

It was informed that the Passenger Ahatsbam Passport No. W2036737, residing at, Vill-Kotwal
Alampur, PO-Jhabrer4 Haridwar, Uttarakhand, India trayelling by Air Arabia Flight No: G9 418

Arrived on: 13103/2024 from Sharjah to Ahmedabad, AIU Customs Official Found Suspicious Two
Strips Covered with White Tape containing with some paste material (Semi Solid Substance) haying
Cross Weight 399.970 Grams. from his possession.

On the Basis of above Verification of paste material (Semi Solid Substance). I Recommended for
Testing ofthe said Substanc€.

As per my judgement, this paste material (Semi Solid Substance) is mixture of 100 % Purity of Gold
with Chemical. So, the same Substance Need Melting Process to Derive Exact Quantity & Purity of
Gold. The extracted Net Quantity of Gold along with its Purity is shown in my Valuation Report
Attached here with as Annexure B Dated: 13/03/2024. The Process of extraction of gold is carried out
in presence of Customs Offrcers, Pax & Panchas at KV Jewels, Ahmedabad on today i.e 13/03/2024.
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1

Stiitcrnenl ol Shri Ahatsham S/o Mohd Yusul, DOB: 25.O7.7976 ho.lcling
rrrr Indian Passport No. W 2036737, rcsidcntial addrcss Vill-Kotu,al

-rriir:r'rpur, PO-.Jhabrera, Ilzrridu'ar, Ut tarakhand - 247665 rccorclccl undcr
Section l08 of the Customs Act,1.962 on 13.03.2O24.

I, Shri Ahatsham S/o Mohd Yusuf, DOB: 25.07.1976 holding an Indian
[)assport No. W 2036737, residential address Vill-Kotu'al Alampur, PO-
..lhabrera, Haridr.," ar, Uttarakhand-247665, on being called b-r' the
Superintendent (AIU), Customs, at SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad, appear
hcforc vou to givc ml true and corrcct statcment today i.c. on 13.03.2024
in rcsp<rnsc to thc summons datcd 13.03.2024 issucd to me undcr
Section 108 of thc Customs A<:t, 1962. Before giving mv st:rt('mcnt. I havc
been explained the provisions ol Sei--tion 108 oi the Customs Act, 1962.
s lrerein. I have been made to understand that I harve to gi,"'e nr.1' true ilnd
oorrect statcment. I have been explained that if mv statement is found to
l>e [alse or incorrect, action can be taken against me under the provisions
of the Indian Pcnal Code. I have also been explained that mv staltement
( n h(' Lrs('d as lt'gal cviden<'<' ;rgainst m('or anv olher pct's,rn in tht'('orrrl
of Lau'. Nou', I givc mv statcment in qrrcsrior-r ar n s\\'(-'r form irs unclcr :

Q, t Plcase state your namc, age, address and profession ? What is -vour-
education and u,hat are the )anguages known to you ?

Ans- M,r n.rme, age and address stated above are true and correct. lam
doing labour uork in Dubai. I have passed 8tltclasses and can rea<l, r,l'rite
and understtrnd Hindi and trnglish languages.

Q 2 Pleasc give thc details of your family residing u'ith you and thcir
profession ?

An s-

Q.3

'lhere are 2 members in mv iamih' i-e
What is vour monthlv income ?

mv q'ife &, me

Ans M1'monthlv income is Rs. 20,000/- zrpprox

Belore mc

-f"1 a-l Ld <rtT- t3>7) <Y
kLIrnar

S u perintend erlt (AIU)
Customs. Ahmedabnd

(Shri Ahatsham)
Pirx



)

Q.4 Please explain regarding,\'our overseas travels )

Ans- [ travclled to Shajah on 17.O1.2024. I camc on 13.03.2024 bv Air
Arabi:l Flight No, (i9 418. I booked a air ticke t bv agcnt. I havt nrver
indulged in anf illegal/smuggling aclivities, but this is mv iirst time r,"hen
I carried gold in the form ofgold paste.

Q 5 Please peruse Panchnama dated 13.03.2024 clrawn at SVPI Airport,
Ahmerdabad ernd offer your comments.

Ans- I havc pcruscd thc said Panchnama dtcl. 13.03.2O24 drau'n at
'l'erminal-2 of SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad and I state that T have been
present during the entire course of the said panchnama and I agree u'ith
the contents of the said Panchnama In token, T put ml signature on last
page <,rf the panchnama.

Q 6 Who hzrs purchascd the gold paste, which was rec:ovcrcd cluring thc
P:rnr:hnama pro<'ecding on 13.O3.2024 at SVPI Airport , Ahmcdabad 1)

Arrs - Ihave pun:hased gold in sharjah and made rn semi solid paste lorm
in gold shop I htrve borrovred the money for purch:rse ol gold

Q 7 Whether voLr were engaged in an-y smuggling activit.y in the past ?

Ans- I state that I havc ncver indulgcd in any smu!{gling activitv in thc
past. This is [irst timc I havc brorrght (i<>ld.

(J tt: I)leirse ntlr't:,tt(' the evcr.lts ()n l.] 03 2O2.+ irt tlrt limt' ()l ilrrrYill at
Ahrncclab:td Airport'?

Ans:- On arrival at Green channel ol SVPI Airport at Ahmedabad at
around 4:15 AM on 13.03.2023, I was intercepted bv the DRI & AIU
OlTiccrs u hen I tried to cxit through the grcen channcl rvith mv chcck in
birggage and hernd baggagc. During the cxamination o[ rnv clothcs/ bocl-t
l-rv thc Cust<>ms Officcrs in thc prr:sence of two indcpcnclcnt panchas, thc
offict'rs lound belt part of the pants has tu'o laser stitc'herl on the inner
srde. 'l'he officer in presence of the pant--has and rne (.Lrt ()per)s the stitched
la.r,er r.r'hereirr Lu,o lor-rg strips covered with r,r,hite colottrecl atlhesive tatpt'is
Iirr,rncl. The said long strips havc semi solid paste of gold ancl chemit:Ll mix

Bchrrc mt'
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)The semi solid paste had total weight of 329.97 Grams, having Tariff
value of Rs. 18,98,5241- and market value of Rs. 22,23,998/-, w'as
recovered from me, u'hich n-as concealed bv me in the belt part of par-rt
norn be me The said gold bar runs seized b-\' the officers under
Panchnzrma darted 13.03.2024 under the provision ol Customs Act. 1962.
I slaLc tliat I uas prcscnt dr-rrir-rg thc cntirc coursc of thc Panc'hnnrna and
I conhfrn thc cvcnts narratcd in thc said panchnama drau'n on
13.O3.2024 at Terminal-2, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad. In tokcn of its
correctness I have put my dated signature on the last page of the saicl
Pan ch nama.

Q.9: Please state specificall,t u hy ) ou had opted for grecn channel
r.r.itl-rout declaring t he dutiable goods?

Ans: -l state that I am alvare that smuggling of gold q'ithout pzr.,'ment oI
Customs dutv is an offencc. I u..as au,are of the gold concealed in thc bcit
part of pant u:orn be me but I did not make anv declarations in this
regirrcl to evade the Customs dutr,. I confirm the rccoven of 329 97
Crams gold, having Tarifi value of Rs. 18,98,524 l- and marl<et value of
Rs. 22.23,998/ , having puritv 999.O124 KT derrvecl as narrated uncler
the Pirnchnama clated 13.03.2024. I have opted lbr green channel so that
I can:rtt( mpt to smugglc thc golcl 'a,ithout paf ing custonts dutv.

I havc givcrr m1' abovc statement voluntarill, and u'illingh u'ithout anv
threat, coercion or duress and I have been explained m1' above statement
in ()u.jarati and t{indi and after understanding the same, in token of the
above statement being true and correct, I put mv signature on all pages ol'
this statement. I [urther state that I n,ill present mvsclf before -r'or-t
u henever I u,ill be called upon. I have requested the ollicer to t.\'pe the
statcmcnt on thc computer and thc samc has becn recrtrdecl as pcr mv
say and my zrbove statcment is truc and correct.

Flefore mr'

t^ ?,rv1,5*

IR lrnlilf
Supt rintcndcnt (AIU)
CLlstoms. Ahmedabad

H3/< /1 ?j ?)l1a=
h (Shri Ahat sh:rnr)
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS
:: AIR INTELLIGtrNCtr UNIT ::

SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL INTERNATIONAL AIR PORT
AHMEDABAD 38 OO 04

PHONE IOTS) 22 86 O0 34 FAX (079) 22 86 O0 3s
F-. No. \.lll/ l0 3s8/AIU/C l2O2s-24 Date: 13.03.2024

ORDER UNDER SECTION 110 IlI AND (3) OF THE 9USTOMS LCT, L962

ln exen--ise of the power conlerred under sub-section (1) of Section 110 of
lhe Customs .\ct, 1962, I, the undersigned, order to place 01 piece of Gold bar
totallv q,cighing 329.970 grams having purity 999.0/24Kt, Tariff valuc of Rs.
18,98,5241 arrd Markct value of Rs.22,23,998/- akrng with packing matcrial i.e.

'uvhite adhesive tape, as on 13.03.2024 smuggled by Shri Ahatsham having
Passport No. W2036737 under seizure on the reasonable belief that the said goods
rrre hable fol coirfiscation under Section 1l 1 of the Customs Act, 1962, due to the
rcason that the szrid goods have been attempted to be smuggled into India through
S\zPI Airport i\hmedabad by the passcngcr in the form of semi solid pastc por-rch
covered r,r,ith u,hite adhesive tape and kept inside belt portion of his pant V,.orn br'
thc passcngcr. 01 gold bar is recovered during the course of Panchnama
proccedirrgs datcd 13.O3.2024 drawn at Terminal-2, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad.

2 Thc gold u.hich',vas recovered from the pax is bcing seizcd as under:

sl.
No

Deta r ls Net Weight
in grams

Puritl,PCS Market
Value (Rs.)

Tarilf
(Rs )

Value
of Iterns

329.970

Date : 13.03.2024
Place: S\zPl Airport, Ahmedabad

22,23 ,99a I - 18,98,524 /

\t
(J P Agrawal)

Superintendent,
Customs (AIU), SVPI
Air Port, Ahmedabad

tl(iold Bar I0 999.O
24Kt.
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