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SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
(Issued under Section 124 of the Customs Act, 1962)

As part of vigilant measures undertaken, the officers of Air
Intelligence Unit, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad had planned to conduct a
surprise search of the toilets near Baggage Belt No. 5 of the Arrival
Hall of Terminal 2 of the SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad.

2. Therefore, the officers of AIU, Customs along with 02
independent panchas entered the men’s toilet and found it completely
vacant. Further, they took the assistance of the BVG cleaning staff
present at the spot-on duty viz. Smt. Gauri Bahan, Smt, Joshna Bahan
and Shri Ajay. The officers of AIU along with panchas and the BVG
staff, started searching the garbage bins kept inside the toilet cabins
and also looked for any suspicious items inside the toilet at various
spots. During the said search, a pair of underpants was found lying
behind the toilet seat cover of one of the toilet cabins. The BVG
cleaning staff handed over the underpants to the AIU officers. The
officers observed that the waistline of the underpants was unusually
thick, and the garment was inexplicably heavy. The AIU officers
informed the panchas that it appeared that the waistline contained
some semi-solid material which appeared to be suspicious, the

underpants were taken to the AIU office for further investigation.

3. Thereafter, in presence of the panchas, the waistline was cut
open by the officers and one long strip was recovered which appeared
to be containing some semi-solid material. The AIU officers informed
that this appeared to be gold and chemical mix and for the exact
determination of its contents they need to call the Government
Approved Valuer. Then the AIU officer called the valuer and he was

informed that an unclaimed strip containing semi-solid substance
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covered in the waistline of the underwear has been found and he
needed to come to the Airport for examination and valuation of the
said semi-solid substance. In reply, the Government approved valuer
informed the AIU officer that the testing of the said material was
possibie at his workshop only as metal has to be extracted from such
semi-solid substance by melting it and aiso informed the address of his

workshop.

4, In order to ascertain the contents, weight and purity of the
substance, the said pouches were taken to the premises of Govt.
Approved Valuer (GAV) namely Shri Kartikey Vasantrai Soni, 301,
Golden Signature, Behind Ratnam Complex, Nr. National Handloom,
C.G. Road, Ahmedabad-380006. The said pouches were weighed by
the GAV and weight of the said pouches along with underwear was
found to be 972.320 grams. Further, the Government approved valuer
removed the covering from the said strip containing semi-solid
substance and on weighing the same on his scale without its covering,
the weight of the said pouches without underwear covering was found
to be 883.460 grams. On physical verification of the substance, the
Govt. Approved Valuer opined that it appears to be gold in paste form
and recommended for extraction of gold from it, Thereafter, the semi-
solid substance contained in the pouches was melted in the furnace.
After evaporation of chemical substances contained in the semi-solid
substance, the molten metal was poured in a plate and the same was
converted into golden coloured solid metal bar. The weighment of the
said bar was done, and the weight of the bar was found to be 748.780

grams.

5. Thereafter, the Government Approved Valuer carried out testing
and valuation of the said golden coloured bar. It was found that the
said bar weighing 748.780 grams was 24 Kt. gold having purity 995.0,
having market value of Rs.46,57,412 /- (Forty-Six Lakhs Fifty-Seven
Thousand Four Hundred and Twelve Only) and Tariff Value
Rs.40,35,026/- (Rupees Forty Lakhs Thirty-Five Thousand and
Twenty-Six Only), calculated as per the Notification No. 78/2023
Customs (N.T.) dated 23.10.23 (gold) and Notification No. 76/2023-
Customs (N.T.) dated 15.10.2023 (exchange rate). The Govt.
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Approved Valuer submitted his report dated 24.10.2023 (RUD- 02).
The details of the report submitted by the GAV is as under:

Net
SR. | Details | Weight ] Market Tariff Value
No. | of Items PCS‘ in ‘ PRy ‘ value (Rs.) (Rs.)
e | Gram | f R |
! 999.0
1 | Gold Bar 1 (748780 | . | 46,57,412/-| 40,35,026/-

6. As it was not possible to identify as to who was the owner of the
said gold and as there was no claimant for the said Gold and it was not
possible to identify any proper and legitimate claimant of the same,
the gold bar, derived from semi-solid substance, recovered from the
toilet near Baggage Belt No. 5, which was being used by the
passengers and airport staff was taken into the custody of the AIU
officers. Therefore, the said recovered gold bar weighing 748.780
grams derived from semi-solid substance will have to be termed as

‘Unclaimed’.

7. Since the gold bar weighing 748.780 Grams was found to be
Unclaimed and was recovered without any legitimate import
documents inside the toilet, the same fell under the category of
Smuggled Goods and liable for confiscation under the Customs Act,
1962. Therefore, the said gold Bar weighing 748.780 Grams having
purity 999.0 having market value Rs.46,57,412/- (Forty-six Lakhs
Fifty-Seven Thousand Four Hundred and Twelve Only) and Tariff Value
Rs.40,35,026/- (Rupees Forty Lakhs Thirty-Five Thousand and Twenty-
Six Only), and the tapes and underwear used for concealment were
placed under seizure vide Seizure Memo F. No. VIII/10-157/AIU/D/23-
24 dated 24.10.2023 (RUD-03) on a reasonable belief that the subject

Unclaimed Gold is liable for confiscation.

EFFORTS MADE TO IDENTIFY THE ACTUAL OWNER OF THE SEIZED
GOLD:

8. Since the said 748.780 Grams gold having purity 999.0 and
market value Rs.46,57,412/- and Tariff Vaiue Rs.40,35,026/- were
unclaimed and extracted from the semi-solid substance contained in

undergarment recovered from the toilet near Baggage Belt No. 5,
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which was being used by the passengers and airport staff, the same
appeared to be imported illegally by any international passenger and

hidden in toilet in fear of getting caught.

9. Accordingly, further efforts were made to identify the actual
owner of the unclaimed Gold. The BVG staff and other related persons
were asked, if they had any information about the person who had
hidden that underwear in the toilet, but all replied in negative. Further,
till 31.03.2024 AIU Officers have also not received any claim/ inquiry
for the said gold.

10. In view of the above, it appears that no concrete/ substantial
evidence revealed during the investigation which indicate or establish,
who was the actual owner of the seized gold. The said seized 748.780
Grams Gold having purity 999.0, derived from the 883.460 grams of
semi-solid substance, consisting of the mixture of Gold and some
chemical was recovered from the toilet near Baggage Belt No. 5, which
was being used by the passengers and airport staff. Further, in absence
of the claimant for the said seized Gold, it is not possible to identify the
proper and legitimate claimant of the seized Gold and therefore the

seized Gold Bars are required to be declared as ‘Unclaimed’.

11. Whereas, the said 748.780 Grams gold having purity 999.0,
extracted from the semi-solid substance contained in the waistline of
undergarment, recovered from the toilet, near Baggage Belt No. 5,
which was being used by the passengers and airport staff. The said
gold was intentionally not declared before the Customs Authorities on
arrival at SVP International Airport, Ahmedabad and had hidden it
behind the toilet seat of the toilet near Baggage Belt No. 5, which was
being used by the passengers and airport staff, as the unknown
person/ passenger wanted to clear it illicitly and to evade payment of
Customs duty. The unknown person/ passenger was fully aware that
clearing gold without declaring before the Customs with an intent to
evade payment of Customs duty, is an offence, under the provisions of
the Customs Act, 1962 and Regulations framed thereunder. Thus, it
appears that the unknown person/ passenger had brought the said gold

from some foreign country and hidden the same behind the toilet seat
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in arrival area toilet and not declared the same to Customs with an
intention to clear the same illicitly and to evade payment of Customs
Duty and thus had tried to smuggle the Gold into India.

12. Whereas, from the facts and circumstances discussed above, it
appears that the unknown person/ passenger had attempted to
smuggle 748.780 Grams gold with an intention to evade payment of
Customs duty. The said gold was brought into India by the unknown
person/ passenger for commercial purpose and cannot be construed as
'bonafide baggage' within the meaning of Section 79 of the Act read
with Para 2.26 of the Foreign Trade Policy, 2015-2020. As per Para
2.26 of the Foreign Trade Policy, a passenger is allowed to import
bonafide household and personal effects only, as his/ her bonafide
baggage. It appears that the import of goods in commercial quantity
was with intent to evade customs duty & earn profit and therefore not
covered within the ambit of bonafide baggage. Therefore, import of
such goods is not permitted through the baggage mode. It also appears
that the unknown person/passenger attempted to smuggle the goods
without filing the Customs declaration form, which appears to be in
contravention of Section 77 of the Act read with the Baggage Rules,
2016 ('Baggage Rules) and Regulation 3 of the Customs Baggage
Declaration Regulations, 2013 ('Baggage Regulations). The above act
on the part of the unknown person/passenger appears to be amounting
to smuggling within the meaning of Section 2(39) of the Act. It also
appears that the gold is to be construed as 'Prohibited’ in terms of the

provisions of Section 2(33) of the Act.

13. Whereas it appears that the unknown person/passenger had
carried the above gold and hidden the same behind the toilet seats of
arrival area toilet. As per Section 123 of the Customs Act, 1962, Gold
is notified item. Section 123 (1) of the Customs Act, 1962 is reproduced
as under:

"123 Where any goods to which this section applies are seized
under this Act in the reasonable belief that they are smuggled
goods, the burden of proving that they are not smuggled goods
shall be -

(a) in a case where such seizure is made from the possession of
any person,

(i) on the person from whose possession the goods were seized;
and
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() if any person, other than the person from whose possession
the goods were seized, claims to be the owner thereof, also on
such other person;

(b) in any other case, on the person, if any, who claims to be the
owner of the goods so seized.
Further, sub section (2) of Section 123 of Customs Act, 1962
stipulates that "(2) This section shall apply to gold, and
manufactures thereof, watches, and any other class of goods
which the Central Government may by notification in the Official
Gazette specify”.
14. Thus, it appears that the said gold brought into India by the
unknown person/ passenger was liable for seizure under the Customs
Act, 1962, on the reasonable belief that these were smuggled goods,
and the burden of proof that these goods have been legally imported
lies upon the claimant or on the person from whose possession the said
goods were recovered. In the instant case, no passenger/ person had
produced any documents showing the legitimate import of the said gold
into India on payment of duty and through legal channels. Therefore,
it appears that the unknown person/ passenger knowingly dealt with
the said goods i.e. carrying, keeping, concealing or in any other
manner dealing with the goods which he/she knew or had reason to
believe that the same were liable for confiscation under the Customs
Act. Therefore, it appears that the said gold was smuggled in
contravention of the provisions of the Customs Act, 1962 and the same
are therefore, liable to confiscation under section 111(d), 111(i),
111(1), and 111(m) of the Customs Act, 1962. Further, black coloured
Adhesive tapes used to wrap the said Gold bar is also liable for
confiscation under Section 118(a) and 119 of the Customs Act, 1962.
From the circumstantial evidences, it appears that the unknown
person/ passenger actively involved in the smuggling of the said gold.
Hence, the acts of omission and commission on the part of the
unknown person/ passenger appears to have rendered himself/ herself
liable for penal action under the provisions of Section 112(a) and

112(b) of the Customs Act, 1962.

15. It thus appears that the following provisions of the Customs Act

have been contravened in the instant case of smuggling:

Section 77 of the Act as the unknown person/passenger failed
to make a declaration of the imported 748.780 Grams gold
having purity 999.0 extracted from the semi-solid substance
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contained in the underwear hidden behind a toilet seat recovered
from the toilet near Baggage Belt No. 5, which was being used
by the passengers and airport staff;

Section 79 of the Act as the unknown person/passenger had
imported the said gold for commercial purpose which were not
for his/her bonafide use;

Section 7 of the Foreign Trade (Development & Regulations)
Act, 1992 as the unknown person/passenger imported 748.780
Grams gold having purity 999.0 extracted from the semi solid
substance contained in the underwear hidden behind a toilet seat
recovered from the toilet near Baggage Beit No. 5, which was
being used by the passengers and airport staff for commercial
purpose,

Rule 11 of the Foreign Trade (Regulation) Rufes, 1993 as the
unknown person/passenger failed to declare the value, quantity
and description of the gold imported by him/her;

Para 2.26 of the Foreign Trade Policy 2015-2020 as the unknown

person/passenger acted contrary to the restrictions imposed and

imported non bonafide baggage.
16. The unknown person/ passenger had not filed the baggage
declaration form and had not declared that gold, as envisaged under
Section 77 of the Act read with the Baggage Rules and Baggage
Regulations. It thus appears that the import was for non bonafide
purpose. Moreover, gold or silver, in any form, other than ornaments
is not aliowed free of duty. Further, one kg of gold can also be imported
by an eligible passenger as envisaged under Notification No. 50/2017-
Cus dated 30/06/2017 (Sr. No 356 read with condition No. 41) wherein
an ‘eligible passenger’' means a passenger of Indian origin or a
passenger holding'a valid passport, issued under the Passports Act,
1967, who is coming to India after a period of not less than six months
of stay abroad; and short visits, if any, made by the eligible passenger
during the aforesaid period of six months shall be ignored if the total
duration of stay on such visits does not exceed thirty days and such
passenger has not availed of the exemption under this notification or
under the notification being superseded at any time of such short visits.
In the instant case, the unknown person/ passenger had carried the
Gold and not declared before the Customs Authority at Ahmedabad
Airport and in contrary hide the said Gold under toilet seat with an
intent to evade payment of applicable Customs duty. It, therefore,
appears that all the above acts of contravention on the part of the

unknown person/ passenger have rendered the gold, liable to
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confiscation, under the provisions of Sections 111(d), 111(1), 111(1)
and 111(m) of the Act. It further appears that the 748.780 Grams gold
having purity 999.0, extracted from the semi-solid substance,
recovered from the underwear hidden behind a toilet seat recovered
from the toilet near Baggage Belt No. 5, which was being used by the
passengers and airport staff imported by the unknown person/
passenger is to be construed as 'smuggling' within the meaning of
Section 2 (39) of the Act and the said gold also appears to be
‘prohibited' within the meaning of Section 2(33) of the Act. By hiding
the said Gold behind a toilet seat in a toilet near Baggage Belt No. 5,
which was being used by the passengers and airport staff, it appears
that the unknown person/ passenger was fully aware that the goods
would be of offending nature on its import. It appears that the unknown
person/ passenger has involved himself/ herself in carrying, keeping,
concealing and dealt with the offending goods in a manner which he/
she knew or had reasons to believe were liable to confiscation under
the Act. The underwear and tapes used as packing material of semi-
solid substance from which 748.780 Grams of gold having purity 999.0
extracted are also liable for confiscation under Section 118(a) and 119
of the Customs Act, 1962. It, therefore, appears that the unknown
person/ passenger has rendered himself/ herself liable for penal action
under the provisions of Section 112(a) and 112(b) of the Act.

17. Further, the unknown person/ passenger did not produce any
valid declaration for possession of Gold and had brought the 748.780
Grams gold having purity 999.0 having market value Rs.46,57,412/-
and Tariff Value Rs.40,35,026/-, as required in terms of Regulation No.
3 of the Customs Baggage Declaration Regulations, 2013, framed
under Section 81 of the Customs Act, 1962, with an intention to evade
payment of Customs duty. The unknown person/ passenger therefore
appears to have rendered himself/ herself liable for penalty under the
Customs Act, 1962.

18. Whereas, the ownership of the 748.780 Grams gold having
purity 999.0 has not been claimed by anybody so far. In view of the
aforesaid provisions of the Customs Act, 1962, whosoever claims the

ownership of the 748.780 Grams go!d having purity 999.0 is also liable
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for penal action under Section 112 of the Customs Act, 1962, for the

acts of omission and commission in importing the 748.780 grams gold

into the country.

19. Now, therefore, the unknown passenger/ original importer

of the aforesaid 748.780 grams of the gold and whoever claiming the

ownership of the said gold, is hereby called upon to show cause in

writing to the Additional Commissioner of Customs, having his office

located at 2nd Floor, Custom House, Near All India Radio, Opp. Old

Gujarat High Court, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad 380009, as to why:

()

(1)

(I1I)

The 748.780 Grams gold having purity 999.0 having
market value Rs.46,57,412/- (Forty-six Lakhs Fifty-
Seven Thousand Four Hundred and Twelve Only) and Tariff
Value Rs.40,35,026/- (Rupees Forty Lakhs Thirty-Five
Thousand and Twenty-Six Only) recovered from the toilet,
near Baggage Belt No. 5, which was being used by the
passengers and airport staff, placed under seizure vide
panchnama dated 24.10.2023 and Seizure Memo/ order
dated 24.10.2023, should not be confiscated under the
provisions of Sections 111(d), 111(1), 111(1) and 111(m)
of the Customs Act, 1962;

The packing material i.e. underwear and tapes, which
contained the semi-solid substance, from which 748.780
Grams gold was extracted and placed under seizure vide
panchnama dated 24.10.2023 and Seizure Memo/ order
dated 24.10.2023, should not be confiscated under Section
118(a) & 119 of the Customs Act, 1962;

Penalty should not be imposed upon unknown passenger/
original importer and whoever claims the ownership of the
said gold under Sections 112(a) and 112(b) of the Customs
Act, 1962, for the omissions and commissions mentioned

hereinabove.

20. The unknown passenger/ original importer and whoever claiming

the ownership of the said Gold is further required to state specifically

in his/ her written reply as to whether he/ she wishes to be heard in
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person before the case is adjudicated. If no specific mention is made
about this in his/ her written submissions, it shall be presumed that
he/ she does not wish to be heard in person. The unknown passenger/
original importer and whoever claims ownership of the said Gold should
produce at the time of showing cause, all the evidences upon which

he/ she intends to rely in support of his/ her defense.

21. The noticee(s) is/are further required to note that his/her reply
should reach within 30 (thirty) days or within such extended period as
may be allowed by the adjudicating authority. If no cause is shown
against the action proposed above within 30 days from the receipt of
this SCN or if he/she does not appear before the adjudicating authority
as and when the case is posted for hearing, the case is liable to be
decided ex-parte on the basis of facts and evidences available on

record.

22. The relied upon documents to this notice are listed in the

Annexure-R and copies thereof are enclosed with this notice.

23. This Show Cause Notice is issued without prejudice to any other
action that may be taken against the noticee(s), under this Act or any
other law for the time being in force, or against any other company,
person(s), goods and conveyances whether named in this notice or

not.

24. Department reserves its right to amend, modify or supplement this

notice at any time prior to the adjudication of the case. lr,
\/TarX —

NI g
(Vishal Malani)
Additional Commissioner
Customs, Ahmedabad

DIN : 20240471 MNOOOOOOBEOF
F. No. VIII/10-03/SVPIA-D/O&A/HQ/2024-25 Date: 03/04/2024

To,

"Whom so ever it may concern”

1. To be pasted on the Notice Board of Customs, Custom House,
Navrangpura, Ahmedabad;

2. To be pasted on the Notice Board of Customs, SVPI, Airport,
Ahmedabad;
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Copy to:

(2) The Deputy Commissioner of Customs, AIU, SVPIA,
Ahmedabad.

(b) The Superintendent (Systems), Customs, HQ, Ahmedabad for
uploading on the website.

(c) Guard File.

ANNEXURE - 'R’

LIST OF DOCUMENTS/ RECORDS RELIED UPON FOR THE PURPOSE OF
SHOW CAUSE NOTICE ISSUED FOR UNCLAIMED GOLD WEIGHING
748.780 GRAMS

S. No. ‘Nature of document

a | Remarks |
i Panchnama drawn on 24.10.2023 at Copy enclosed
SVP International Airport, Ahmedabad
for recovery of 748.780 grams of Gold
' having purity 99¢.0. B
2 The Valuation Reports (Annexure-'A') Copy enclosed
dated 24.10.2023 submitted by the
Government Approved Valuer in respect '
 of recovered Gold Bars. - | B
3 Seizure memo Order dated 24.10.2023 Copy enclosed
issued under Section 110(1) of the
Customs Act, 1962 in respect of Gold
 recovered.

==t SR e i S =t
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Panchnama dated 24.10.2023 drawn at the Arrival Hall of Terminals 2 of
SVPI Air Purt, Ahmcdabad

Sr. Name & Address of the panchas Age Occupation

No.

] Shakshi D Maliwal, Block no.
.’;_u(‘.:(‘h.\nln chnie line near Iy Sai Baba 23 P
Tempie, Sardar Nagar. Airporl Read,

_Abmedabad AEP NO, AMD2301070454 | 1
Shalu Singh. 40, Camp Sadar Bazar, [

Shaln Bagh, Ahmedabad AEP NO. 0 service
AMD2I301106756 - | A :
(n heing called by a person who introduces himself as Shri Rakesh Kumar,
Superintendent of Customs, Air Intelligence Unit, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad by

showing his identity card, we the above named Panchas presented ourselves
at the Arrival Hall of Terminal 2 of SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad on 24.10.2023 at

07:43 hours.

He introduces other accompanying officers as Shri Himanshu Garg,
Deputy Commissioner of Customs. AlU. SVPl Airpert, Ahmedabad. Shri
Rakesh kumar informs we, the panchas, that as part of vigilant measures
undertaken by the Customs officials the AIU has planned to conduct a
surprise scarch of the toilets near the Baggage Belt No. 3 of the Arrival Hall of
Terminal 2. Therefore, in presence of we the panchas,the said officers of AjU
and we, the panchas, enter the men’s toilet and find it completely vacant. We
take the assistance of the BYG cleaning stafl present at the spol on dury viz.

Smi Gauri Bahan, Smt. Joshna Bahan and Shri Ajay. In presence of we, the

Panch No.1: k’gﬂ:ﬁ;\ 2

Befare me
243 ol 73
1 [
F,,_J "If‘ll__- .
T A jne L 3
(Kalvan Prasad) by
Superintendent (AlU) Panch No.2: ’_";“‘“_ r. \

SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad 4




panchas, and the officers of AlU, the BVG stafll empty the parbage bins ke
mstde the tolet caluns and alsoe look for any suspicious stems insede the tog
ab various spots During the said scarch a paie ol undecpants s foand Ty

Behind the et seat cover of one of the toilel ealtuns,

The BYG cleaning staff hands over the underpants to the AlL officers
We observe thai the waistline of the underpants is unusually thick and the
garment is inexplicably heavy. The AlU officers, inform us that it appears that
the waistline contains some semi-solid material which appears 1o be
suspicious. The underpants is then laken to the AlU office near Baggage Bell
No. 1 where we are introduced to Shri Kalyan Prasad and Shri B.N. Doria both
Superintendent of Customs, Air Intelligence Unit (AIU), SVI* Intcrnational
Airport, Ahmedabad. Then,in presence of we, the panchas, the waistline is cut
open by the officer and one long strip is recovered which appears to be
containing some semi-solid material. The AlU officers inform that this appears
to be gold and chemical mix and for the exact determination of its contents
they need to call the Government approved valuer.Then the AlU officer called
the valuer and he was informed that an unciaimed strip containing semi-solid
substance covered with underwearhas been found and he needs to come 10
the Airport for examination and valuation of the said semi-solid substance. In
reply, the Government approvedvaluer informs the AU officer that the testing
of the said material is possible at his workshop only as metal has to be
extracted from such semi-solid substance by melting it and also informs the

address of his workshop.

Bufire me Panch No. [_Q“ L
2‘-1\\61}23
r
\\\‘ {"j.in-" Lr-\—;‘: ’
P e e &
IKalvan Prasaq) DA,
Superintendent (AtL) Panch No. 2! 5" A HL)-ﬁ'*'

SV Alrpon, Ahlincdabad Ak



Heveafter, at around 1 1:30am on 241072023, we the panchas anrd the
AL afficer Teave the Awport premises in o Government vehicle and reach at
the premises of the Gevernment approved valuer located at 301, (inlden
Signature, Behind Ratnam Complex, Nr. National Handloom, €. Boad,

Ahmiedabad- 380006

S reacting the above referred premises, the AU officer introduices we
the panchas to one person namely Shri KartikeyVasantraiSoni, Governmen:
approvedvaiuer, Hereo alter weighing the strip covered  with underpanis
containing  semi-solid substance on his weighing scale, Shri Kartikey

Viasaniian Boni informs that the semi-solid substance 1s weighing 97232

X i
Brfory ma Panch ?‘m.l.t aths
. e O N =)

LT .

1 r'.. 1._ _L = | .J

Ikalvan Prasad) \

Superimtendent (A) Panch No 2 LLﬂ-
N

SVH Alrpeort. Ahmedahad Ml
~d?




'y 3 . i € : T ’ e f;
VU Officer takes the photograph ol the same which s as und

2rAMs

Thereafter, the Gevernment approvedvaluer removes the covering from
the said strip containing semi-solid substance and on weighing the same un
his scale without its covering. Shri KarttkeyVasantraiSon: informs that

thesemi-salid substance appears te be a mixture of gold and chemical and s

Panch No. i S g)

Before me
L] I
1 {1
uz’;i ek
4 e 2
{Kalyan Prasad) UU :
Superintendent (AlU) Panch No 2: .'x- L, i) '.":'I

SVPI Anrport, Ahmedabad AR
iy



werghing 85046 grams. ALY OMfcer takes 1 phetngraph of the same W hirh 1=

as under:

Now, Shri Karlikey Vasantrai Soni leads us 1o the furnace, which is
nearby. Here, Shri Kartikey Vasanirai Soni staris the process of converting the
said semi-solid substance into solid form. The semi-solid substance alongwith
its caver 18 Kept in the furpace and upon heating the same, it turns into liquid
marerial. Here, Shri Kartikey Vasantrar Soni informs us that dunng this
process of heating, the chemical substance evaporates and the metal portion
is only left in the furnace. The said substance in liquid state is now taken out
of [urnace and poured in a bar shaped plate and after cooling for some time. it
hecomes solid metal in form of bar. After completion of the procedure,

Government approvedvaluer takes the weight of the said bar in presence of we

e
Befare me Panch No.l:, St
-

o B 2
o TR L
{Kalvan Prasad) 3
Supetintendent [AlL) Panch No 2 '_-“]t_ -
SVPL Airpurt, Ahmedabad T
Sy flefe s




! ' g 45 TR TR grams AU O
the panchas and the AU Officer, which come to 748,78 grams AN Ofii ¢

takes the photograph of the same which s as uneler:

Now, the Government approved valuer, in presence of we panchas and

the AIL Officer starts testing and valuation of the said bar After testing and
valuation, the Govi. approved valuer conlirms that it is 24 K1 gold having
purity 999.0. Now, the Govl. approved valuer summarizes that this gold bar is
made up of 24 Ki. gold having purity 999.0 weighing 748 78CGrams  Further
the Govt. approved valuer informs that the total Market Value of the said
recovered 999.0/24Kt pure gold bar is Rs. 46,57,412/- (Forty six Lakhs Fiftv
Seven Thousand Four Hundred Twelve only] and Tariff Value is Rs
40,352,026/ - (Rupees Forty lakhs Thirty five Thousand twenty six only), whick
has been calculated as per the Notification No78/2023 Customs (N.T) dated
e e AT . e
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230023 (ealdy and Notifiention No, 762023 Castoms INT.) dated 15.10.2023
jexchange ratel He submits his valuation report to the AIL Officers

Armmexure- A and Annexure-B detailed as under;

| Net
Market

. . Tariff Value
SR. Details of pes We‘lght Purity value R
No. Items in (Rs.)

(Rs.)
| . . Gram = —— -
L Gold Bar I | 748.78 | 099.0 24Kt | 46,57,412 40.35,026/-

| Total | 1 | 74878 999.024Kt | 46,57,412 40,35,026/

The method of testing and valuation used by Shri Kartikey Soni is donc
in a perfect manner in presence of we the independent panchas and we are
satisficd and agreed with the testing and Valuation Report given by Shr
Kartikev Soni. and in token of the same, we put our daied signature an the

said vaiuation report of having seen, read and agreed to the same.

The AIU Officers, along with, we the panchas, arrive back at the AlU
office at 15:00 hours. The AIU Officers explained that as the said gold Bar
derived from the strip ofsemi-solid substance consisting of gold and chemical
mix found unclaimed in the toilet near Baggage Belt No. 5. which was being
used by the passengers and airport staff, it is not possible to identify as to who
is the owner of the said gold. In addition, there was no claimant for the said
Gold and they are unable 10 identify any proper and legitimate claimant of the
same. Therefore, the recovercd Gold bar derived from semi-solid substance

will have to be termed as ‘Unclaimed’. The Officers also explained that.

since the recovered gold Bar towally weighing 748,78 grams is found to be

Unclaimed but was recoversd without any legitimate imporl documents inside

Before me Panch No.l: St
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the toilet, the same falls under the category of smuggled gonds and stard:
liable for confiscation under the Custams Act, 1962 Therelore, Market value of
the said gold bar (otally weighing 748 78Grams having purity 9990 0s Ky
36.57.412/ (Forty six Lakhs Fifty Seven Thousand Four Hundred Tawelve anly)
and Tariff Value ts Rs. 40.35,0267- (Rupees Forty lakhs Thirte Tve Thesarned
twentv six onlvi, under the reasonable belief that the subject Unclaimed Geold

18 table for conliscation.

The said unclaimed gold bar derived from semi-solid substance
alongwith the underpants tapesare then packed in a transparent plastic box.
Ther: the said plastic (ransparent box is sealed with the Customs lac Seal in
presence of we the independent panchas. A Packing list is duly pasted on the
abeve said plastic transparent box in such a way Lhal the same cannot be
removed without tampering the seal and signature of we the panchas We the
panchas are satisfied with the sealing of the said Plastic Box containing the

said gold bar.

The Panchnama is recorded on a computer installed in the office of the
Air Imelhgence Unit at SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad and we all find that the
Panchinama is true and correct version of the proceedings. After
understanding the same, and explaining the same to the passenger in the
vernacular language we as well as the passenger put our dated signature on it
as @ token of its truth and correctness. This panchnama started at 07:45 Hrs

of 24.10.2023 and concluded at 21:00hrs. of 24.10.2023.

Before me Panch No, 1. "_'!l—‘-\\\D\QE

{Kalvan Prasaar

Huperinlendcnl U\[U; Poygyedy Mo 2
SVPL Atrport. Ahmedabad
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ANNEXURE 'B’

VALUATION CERTIFICATE OF ONE GOLD BAR EXTRACTED FROM BROWN
COLOURED SEMI SOLID SUBSTANCERE RECOVERED UNCLAIMED FROM TOILET OF
ARRIVAL AREA, AT SVPI AIRPORT, AHMEDABAD ON 24/10/2023.

sk drbede sk R ek ek i e Rk b W R kAR i R R e R e b R

Certificate No: 784/2023-24 Dated: 24/10/2023

This is to certify that | have checked and examined the 1 Piece of Gold Bar weighing
748.780 Grams derived from semi solid substance consisting of Gold & Chemical mix

having Gross weight 1s BB3.460 (with 2 Pouches wrapped in White tape) | confirm and
authenticate that the said yellow metal as given below.

The market value of the aforesaid Gold & tariff value as per the Notification No. 78/2023-
Customs (N.T.) dated 23.10.2023 (gold) and Notification No. 76/2023- Customs (N.T.) dated
15.10.2023 (exchange rate), the calculation of total market value based on the unit market value of
gold @ 62200 per 10 grams (999.0 24K1) and the calculation of total tariff value based on the tariff

value of gold prevailing at the time of valuation @ 53888 Rs. per 10 gram (999.0 24Kt) are as given
below: -

S _{ - Net [ Market | Tariff
| Details of Items PCS Weight | Purity value | Value
1 Mok 8 . io Gram | | (Rs) [Rs)
' — | 9900 | |
1 ‘ Gold Bar | 1 748.780 24Kt | 4657412 4035026
| Total 1| 748.780 4657412 | 4035026

Place: Ahmedabad ey e )I{f

Date: 24/10/2023 (SONI1 KARTIKEY VASANTRAL

O, Contificme Mo TE4-M123-24 Duled 24 102023 The Deputy Conamsivees PRILT 5VF Customa Abmiedabad Kecosersd Fron
1mclmimed
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ANNEXURE ‘A’

Dated: 24/410/2022

Detailed Primary Verification Report of Brown Coloured Semi Solid Substance

To. The Deputy Conunissioner (AlU) SVPI Customs Ahmedabad,

Il was informed that the Unclaimed Substance Received from Toilet of Arrival Arca.
SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad, ATU Officials found 2 Pouches wrapped in While tape, ard
brought the suspicious Semi Solid pastc concealed in White Tape having Gress Weignt
883.460 Grams for verification.

On the Basis of above Verification of Semi Solid Substance, 1 Recommended for Testing of the said
Substance.

As per my judgement, this Semi Solid Substance is mixture of 100 % Purity of Gold with Crem::al
So the same Substance Need Melting Process to Derive Exact Quantity & Purity of Gold. The
extracted Net Quantity of Gold along with its Purity is shown in my Valuation Report Anachad
Dated: 24/10/2023. The Process of extraction of gold is carried out in presence of Customs OQfficers,
Pax & Panchas at KV Jewels, Ahmedabad on today i.e 24/10/2023,
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS
:* AIR INTELLIGENCE UNIT ::
SARDAR VALLABHBYA! PATEL INTERNATIONAL AIR PORT
AHMEDARBAD 3B 00 04
- PHONE {079) 22 86 00 34 FAX {079} 22 86 00 35
F.No VIIL/10-157/AIU/D/2023-24

Date: 24, 10,2023

ORDER UNDER SECTION 110 {1} AND {3} OF THE CUSTOMS ACT, 1962

In exercise of power conferred under sub-section (1} of Sectionn 110 af the
Customs Act, 1962, 1, the undersigned, order to place 01 Gold Bar and net Weighing
748.780 Grams having purity 999 0/24Krt, totally valued at market value of =s
46.57.412/- (Rupees Forty six Lakhs Fifty Seven Thousands Four Hundred and tweive
only) and Tanfi Value of Rs. 40,35,026/- (Rupees Forty Lakh Thirty Five Thousands
and Twenty Six only) as on 24.10 2023 appears to be smuggled but found wn one of
the toilets hence, termed as Unclaimed Gold under seizure on the reasonable belef
that the said goods are hable for confiscation under Section 111 of the Customs Act
1962, due 10 the reason that the said goods have been atiempted to be smuggled inwo
India through SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad in form of gold BAR weighing 748.780 grams
derived/recovered from Gold Paste concealed which were recovered dunng the course
of Panchnama dated 24 10.2023 drawn at SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad.
2

-

The gold which was [ound unclaimed is being seized as under:

Sr. No " dtem | Net Weight | Market Value | Tariff Value (In
. No. particulars  {in Grams| (In Rs.) Rs.|
One Gold Bar :
748.7 46,57 1
999 0 punty | 8.780 657,412/

40,35.020 /-

Further, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section {13) of Section 110 of
the Customs Act, 1962, [, undersigned, order to place the one gold bar recovered from
toilet at SVPI airport, Ahmedabad under seizure on reasonable belief that the same

were unclaimed and appears an attempt to be smuggled into ndia i violation of
Stcuon 77, Sectinn 132 and Section 135, of 1he Customs Act, 142,

alt s
Date - 24 10,2023

xi1
i Rakesh Kubnak)
Plave: SVF Aiparg, Almedabad : ¢ :

Superiitendent. Customs ALY
SVPI Air Part Ahmedabad.




