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SECTION 128A OF THE CUSTOMS
ACT, 1962):
SHRI AMIT GUPTA
T Uikl PASSED BY Commissioner of Customs (Appeals),
AHMEDABAD
q fe=ies DATE 17.12.2025
JTT il MG B! H. FiAd | Assessment Order dated 05.07.2024 in respect of
3 ARISING OUT OF Postal Parcel No. 218696 passed by Superintendent
_ (Import), Customs, Foreign Post Office, Ahmedabad.
ORDER - IN-ORIGINALNO. | (2 No. VII1/3523/218696/FP0/23-24)
S{uler AL R PR Bl &7
ORDER- IN-APPEAL ISSUED ON: 17.12.2025
Shri. Tejas Barot,
T | erdleepdl &1 9 g U

NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE
APPELLANT:

18, Prakash Society, Opp. Sunrise Park,
Off Drive In Road, Vastrapur,
Ahmedabad - 380052.
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This copy is granted free of cost for the private use of the person to whom it is issued.
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©

Under Section 129 DD(1) of the Customs Act, 1962 (as amended), in respect of the following categories of
cases, any person aggrieved by this order can prefer a Revision Application to The Additional Secretary/Joint
Secretary (Revision Application), Ministry of Finance, (Department of Revenue) Parliament Street, New
Delli within 3 months from the date of communication of the order.

FrferRad TE I SIE=I/Order relating to ;

(%)

G S U ARG SIe I,

(@)

any goods imported on baggage.,

R H AT B3 g [ 9ieT 8 el 791 AP HRa H S1P 7000 I IR Ia 1 T Hid
1 Y ol VT YR IR 94 & 8 e 7ra 9aR 9§ 9 IR 91 9% e R T SR 7Y
e ot AT H Srfarg A S ST e,

(b)

any goods loaded in a conveyance for importation into India, but which are not unloaded at their place of
destination in India or so much of the quantity of such goods as has not been unloaded at any such destination
if goods unloaded at such destination are short of the quantity required to be unloaded at that destination.

AT SfTH, 1962 % %R X TUT IS S14iW S=11¢ T¢ Al & ded Yod AU B

(©)

Payment of drawback as provided in Chapter X of Customs Act, 1962 and the rules made thereunder,

TARIGUT STAG T2 T HOHTE § ([ IGs TR & Jedd BT BRI (o Sl SH®| oid
BTSSR 90 ¥ ary fmfafEa s wew ga =ity :

The revision application should be in such form and shall be verified in such manner as may be specified in
the relevant rules and should be accompanied by :

BIC B T, 1870 P g .6 AT 1 & o= Mrufiva fbw vy e o9 amexr 1 4 oo,
raet to i # var 39 91 <y Yo fidee o ga1 91T,

(a)

4 copies of this order, bearing Court Fee Stamp of paise fifty only in one copy as prescribed under Schedule
1 item 6 of the Court Fee Act, 1870,

TEZ GRS & STaTal 1Y §a S8l # 4 Ui, 918 ot

(b)

4 copies of the Order - In - Original, in addition to relevant documents, if any

TRIGIUT & [ sae 31 4 Hiaat

(c)

4 copies of the Application for Revision.

TARI&{0T BTG GIAY B b [oT8 TTHIR[eH STUTTEH, 1962 (FATIRITNT) 0 FUTRE W e
Wite, Wi, 5us, seiteiy fafqy wat & 2Hder o= o & § . 200/-@uw 1 | AT yaT %.1000/-
(FUE T TR A1 ), 991 oY arren 8138 Gwid Y & T T a6 B S,
G e, TR 377 ST, TR 1 68 31 RN FUE T aRE 91 998 &9 61 oY 01 Ol &
0 H ¥.200/- 3R 9f¢ U e § ¥ T ) B S TG %1000/

(d)

The duplicate copy of the T.R.6 challan evidencing payment of Rs. 200/- (Rupees two Hundred only) or Rs.
1,000/~ (Rupees one thousand only) as the case may be, under the Head of other receipts, fees, fines,
forfeitures and Misceilaneous Items being the fee prescribed in the Customs Act, 1962 (as amended) for filing
a Revision Application. If the amount of duty and interest demanded, fine or penaity levied is one lakh rupees
or less, fees as Rs, 200/- and if it is more than one lakh 1ipees, the fee is Rs. 1000/-.

HE 9. 2 % AT e Aral & -3fcTar 3 TTHel SR 8 aIs BIS HIoT 5u SN 9 aed
HEGN BT &1 Wt AArRjess it 1962 FY 4R 129 T (1) F erdi= Bl ot A e,
BRI TG P AN AT BN Sifier e & grg Faired ud w il s gea §

In respect of cases other than these mentioned under item 2 above, any person aggrieved by this order can file
an appeal under Section 129 A(1} of the Customs Act, 1962 in form C.A.-3 before the Customs, Excise and
Service Tax Appellate Tribunal at the following address:
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“lHI-‘{JctD, Hald IWG e qHAT IR Customs, Excise & Service Tax Appellate Tribunal,

sriferreifdmur, uitedt eeig die West Zonal Bench

SO A, g HTE! 4o, e FTRERTR 19, 2" Floor, Bahumali Bhavan, Nr, Girdhar Nagar Bridge,
HYRAT, 3EHSIAIE-380016 Asarwa, Ahmedabad-380 016

Ao ATUFTH, 1962 BT URT 129 T (6) b 1<f, TNHATHew SITUTTAH, 1962 BT URT 120 T (1) &
3rdi anfter & wTy PR goe doaw 89 TR

Under Section 129 A (6) of the Customs Act, 1962 an appeal under Section 129 A (1) of the Cusioms Act,
1962 shall be accompanied by a fee of -

UTE W AT A o181 [l ATHIRID PRI §RT AR 1 6% 3N 7ol 9T eRTaT
T €S ) Y& U1Y a1 T UL U7 39d S 81 81 U9 g9 ST,

(a)

where the amount of duty and interest demanded and penalty levied by any officer of Customs in the case to
which the appeal relates is five lakh rupees or less, one thousand rupees;

i & Tl g § Sigt [ HIR[em iU il gNT WA T Qo SR S gl el
w%ﬁmﬁawm%aﬁﬁa%wﬁmm%aﬁ‘wqﬁﬁ;mmm

®)

where the amount of duty and interest demanded and penalty levied by any officer of  Customs in the case

to which the appeal relates is more than five lakh rupees but not exceeding fifty lakh rupees, five thousand
rupees ;

ST & e A 7 SRl T AT ST gIRT WY T Xew 1] oTo T STy
T 48 ] IHH TR O 0T W S B) ) 99 59N B,

(c)

where the amount of duty and interest demanded and penalty levied by any officer of Customs in the case to
which the appeal relates is more than fifty lakh rupees, ten thousand rupees

T MW & oo ST & WHALHI T e & 10 % 3MaT B UX,5I6T X[ 41 [eb Td ¢€ 1A
HEWET H10 % aT B TWSG pad &S 19aTe F 2,3 T«

(d)

An appeal against this order shall lie before the Tribunal on payment of 10% of the duty demanded where duty
or duty and penalty are in dispute, or penalty, where penalty alone is in dispute.

ST SHUFTH BT URT 129 (8) F ARG STTeT TR0 Te SAR TAD ST T @) TP
SiTey & forg a wraferd! T U & g ar Rt o weiter ¥ forg R w1 anfier - arera
gafgrﬂam%wwmﬁ%%qw%%muwﬁﬁﬁmwﬁﬁwﬁﬁ

Under section 129 (a) of the said Act, every application made before the AppeHate Tribunal-
(a) in an appeal for grant of stay or for rectification of mistake or for any other purpose; or

(b} for restoration of an appeal or an application shall be accompanied by a fee of five Hundred rupees.
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ORDER-IN-APPEAL

Shri. Tejas M. Barot, 18, Prakash Society, Opp. Sunrise Park, Off Drive In Road,
Vastrapur, Ahmedabad - 380052 (hereinafter referred to as ‘the appellant’ or ‘the importer’)
has filed the present appeal against the Assessment Order dated 05.07.2024 in respect of
Postal Parcel No. 218696 passed by Superintendent (Import), Customs, Foreign Post Office,

Ahmedabad (hereinafter referred to as ‘the assessing officer’).

2. Facts of the case in brief are that the appellant has purchased and imported a book
set viz. "Encyclopedia of the laws of England” from United Kingdom through Foreign Post
Office, Ahmedabad. In the Commercial Invoice dated 12.06.2004 issued by the supplier, the
[tem Description and Tariff Code have been shown as “Books” and “49019900” respectively.
As regards proper classification of this Book set imported through Post Parcel, the appellant
and the assessing officer have made several communications by email. The appellant was of
the view that the imported book is classifiable under Customs Tariff Heading (‘CTH’) 4901,
whereas, the assessing officer was of the view that as the book has been imported through
Post it is classifiable under CTH 9804 under the category of personal use and it attracts total
Customs duties @42.08% of CIF value. The assessing officer was of the view that the parcel
containing imported Book can be classifiable under CTH 4901 only if the importer hasan [EC

Registration, which has not been submitted by the importer.

3. Vide email dated 05.0 8.2024, the importer had informed that he wants to receive the
parcel on payment of duty under protest without prejudicé to the rights and contentions as
available under law. Vide email dated 14.08.2024, the importer has sought delivery of parcel
on payment of duty as per Assessment Order dated 05.07.2024.

4, Particulars of the Custom Appraisal Form, i.e. Assessment Order dated 05.07.2024,

for Parcel No. 218696, are as follows:

- On next page -

[
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1 FOB Value usD 646.13
2 Freight (Actual or 20% of FOB) UsD 25.09
3 Insurance (1.125% of 1+2} UsD 7.55
4 CIF Value (1+2+3) usD 678.77
5 Handling Charges @1% of CIF Value UsD 6.79
6 Total UsSD 685.56
7 Exchange Rate INR - 84.30
8 ASSESSABLE VALUE (6x7) UsSD (sic| 57,792.62
9 Basic Customs Duty @10% of 8 - it 5,779.26
10 Social Welfare Surcharge on BCD @ 10% should 577.93
11 | Value for IGST (8+9+10) of INR/| 64,149.81
12 IGST @28% Rs.) 17,961.95
13 | Total Duty (9+10+12) INR/Rs. 24,319
5. Being aggrieved and dissatisfied with the above mentioned assessment order, the

appellant has preferred present appeal.

6. As the appeal has been filed against assessment of duty, which has been paid by the
appellant, there is no requirement of pre-deposit for filing appeal under Section 129E of the
Customs Act, 1962. The appellant has filed the present appeal on 02.09.2024. In the Form
C.A.-1, the date of communication of the impugned Order dated 05.07.2024 has been shown
as 05.07.2024. As the appeal has been filed within normal period of 60 days as stipulated
under Section 128(1) of the Customs Act, 1962, it has been admitted and being taken up for

disposal on merits.

7. One set of the appeal memorandum has been sent to the assessing officer vide this
office letter F.No. §/49-148/CUS/AHD /2024-25/3382 dated 08.11.2014 for comments. But,
no reply thereof has been received. So, I have to rely on the documents and submissions

made by the appellant.

GROUNDS OF APPEAL

8. In the grounds of appeal, the appellant has inter alia contested that the concerned

L
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specifically pertains to printed books, whereas the Heading 9804 is omnibus entry relating
to all dutiable geods imported for perscnal use. It is settled principle that specific eniry
always prevails over a general entry for the purpose of classification. The books imported
by the appellant are for his professional use being a practicing lawyer and could not have
heen termed as goods for personal use. So, the appellant has contended that the book ought
to have been assessed under the Heading 4901 and the impugned order deserved tc be

quashed.

9. Shri. Uday M. Joshi, Advocate, on behalf of the appellant, has submitted additional
submissions vide email dated 27.06.2025, in which it has been stated that the issue involved
pertains to classification of printed books "Encyclopedia of laws of England”. The relevant

enfries are reproduced hereinbelow:

Tariff [tem Description of goods Unit Rate of duty

Standard | Prefe-

rential

(1) (2) (3) (4) {5)
4901 Printed books, brochures, leaflets and

similar printed matter, whether or notin

single sheets

490110 - In single sheets, whether or not folded:
- Other
49019100 -- Dictionaries and encyclopedias, and | (u) 10% -

serial instalments thersof

9804 All dutiable goods, imported for persenal

use
9804 1000 - Drugs and medicines kg 35% -
98049000 |- Other kg 35% -

10.  Inthe additional submissions, it has been further mentioned that the imported goods
are printed books viz. Encyclopedia of laws of England, and therefore are specifically covered

under classification of tariff item no. 4901 (4901 9100). Reference made to Rule
A
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3(a) of the General Rules for 'In'terpretation of Schedule to Customs Tariff, which states that
the heading which provides the most specific description shall be preferred to heading

providing a more general description.

Personal Hearing
11.  Personal Hearing in this matter held through video conference on 25.06.2025, which

was attended by Shri Uday M. Joshi, Advocate, He reiterated the written submissions made
at the time of filing of appeal. Further, vide email dated 27.06.2025, he also submitted

additional written submissions, as mentioned hereinabove.

Findings

1Z2. I have carefully gone through the impugned order and written as well as oral
submissions made by or on behalf of the appellant. The issue to be decided in the present
appeal is whether the imported book set viz. “Encyclopedia of laws of England” imported by
the appellant merits classification under CTI 9804 9000 as assessed by the assessing officer

or under CTI 4901 9100 as claimed by the appellant.

13. Idonotfind any legal backing in the view of the assessing officer, as mentioned in her
email dated 22.07.2024, to the effect that classification under CTH 4901 will be applicable
only if the importer has an IEC Registration. I have examined applicability of Rule 3{a) of the
General Rules for Interpretation, which states that the heading provides most specific
description shall be preferred to headings providing more general description. However,
Chapter Note 1 of Chapter 98 prescribes, “This Chapter is to be taken to apply to all goods
which satisfy the conditions prescribed therein, even though they may be covered by a more
specific heading elsewhere in this Schedule.” Therefore, if any imported goods satisfy the
~ conditions mentioned in the tariff entries of Chapter 98, they are classifiable under Chapter

98, even though they are covered under more specific headings of other Chapter.

14.1  So far as the present case is concerned, I find that a Chapter Note 7 has been inserted
into Chapter 98 of the First Schedule (Import Tariff) to the Customs Tariff Act, 1975, vide the

age (No.2) Act, 2019. The said Chapter Note is as under:
&7

eading 9804 is to be taken not to apply to printed books.”
e that the above mentioned statutory Chapter Note has not been considered in the

impugned aésessme,nt_order. L/
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14.2 The above-mentioned amendment by the Finance [No.2) Act, 2019, has been
explained in the D.O. Letter F.No. 334/3/2019-TRU dated 05.07.2019 issued by the Joint
Secretary (TRU-I) as under {extracts):

“Chapter 98

(1} Printed books imported for personal use are being excluded from the purview
of heading 9804 of Chapter 98 of the First Schedule to the Customs Tariff Act, 1975 by
amending the Chapter Notes to Chapter 98. [Clause 87 (a) of the Finance Bill, 2019
refers. By virtue of declaration under the Provisional Collection of Taxes Act, 1931, this

change will come into force with immediate effect].”

In view of the above, it is clear that the imported printed book, viz. “Encyclopedia of laws of
England”, is excluded from the purview of the Heading 9804. Therefore, I am of the view that
it is appropriately classifiable under Customs Tariff [tem 49019100, which specifically

includes encyclopedias.

w—
.

15.  ifind thatas per the views of the assessing officer, the printed book, i.e. encyc.l.obédia,
has been imported by the appellant for personal use. Further, after going through the
Invoice, [ find that only 1 set of the encyclopedia has been imported by the appellant, who is
a practicing senior advocate. Thus, the encyclopedia has not been imported in commercial
quantity. Therefore, it is clear that the book has not been imported for trading purpose, but

it has been imported for personal use of the appellant himself.

16.  Asregards requirement of IEC code, I find that a default IEC Code 0100000053 has
been given by DGFT for the category of importers as “Persons / Institutions / Hospitals
importing or exporting goods for personnel use, not connected with trade or manufacture or
agriculture.” In the present case also, the printed book set imperted by the appellant is for
personal use and not connected with trade or manufacture or agriculture. Therefore, I find
that the appellant need not require to possess IEC code for such occasional purchase in non-
commercial quantity and this default IEC code 0100000053 can be used, as prescribed by
DGFT Public Notice No. 17 {RE-2000)/1997-2002 dated 30.06.2000.

17.  Inview of the above discussion,  am of the view that the impugned assessment order

<




F.No. $/49-148/CUS/AHD/2024-25

claimed any rate of duty and amount of duty payable under this CTI. Further, refund of
differential duty, if any, neither arises prior to re-assessment nor claimed by the appellant at

this stage.

18.  In view of the above, I direct the assessing officer to pass an Order towards
Reassessment by classifying the Encyclopedia book set under Customs Tariff Item No.
49019100 with applicable effective rate of duties. If the appellant wants to avail benefit of
any particular Notification regarding applicable rates of Customs duties, he may
communicate details of such Notification to the assessing officer within 15 days from the
date of receipt of this order. The assessing officer shall pass the Order towards Reassessment
by applying applicable effective rate of duties after 15 days, but before 90 days, from the date
of receipt of this order and communicate the Reassessment Order to the appellant. The
Deputy/Assistant Commissioner of Customs, Foreign Post Office, Ahmedabad, is also
directed to ensure that the Reassessment Order shall be passed and communicated to the

appellant within 90 days from the date of receipt of this order.

19.  Accordingly, I pass the following order.

Order

I set aside the Assessment Order dated 05.07.2024, in respect of Postal Parcel No.
218696, passed by Superintendent (Import), Customs, Foreign Post Office, Ahmedabad, and
directs him/her to reassess the imported Encyclopedia book set under Customs Tariff Item
No. 49019100, as discussed hereinabove.

20.  The appeal filed by Shri. Tejas M. Barot is allowed with consequential relief in

accordance with law.

(Amit Gupta)
Commissioner (Appeals),
Customs, Ahmedabad

F.No. S/49-148/CUS/AHD/2024-25 Date: 17.12.2025
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By E-mail (As per Section 153{1)(c) of the Customs Act, 1962)

To

Shri. Tejas M. Barot

18, Prakash Society, Opp. Sunrise Park,
Off Drive In Road, Vastrapur,
Ahmedabad - 380052.

(email: tejasbharot@gmail.com fejasbarot@hotmail.com )

Copy to:

1. The Chief Commissioner of Customs, Gujarat, Custom House, Ahmedabad.
(email: ccoahm-guj@nic.in )

2. The Principal Commissioner of Customs, Custom House, Ahmedabad.
(email: cus-ahmd-guj@nic.in rra-customsahd@gov.in )

3. The Deputy/Assistant Commissioner of Customs, Foreign Post Office, Ahmedabad,

(email; fpo-ahmedabad@gov.in fpo.ahd@gmail.com ) for information and necessary
action.

4. The Superintendent of Customs (Import), Foreign Post Office, Ahmedabad,

(email: fpo-ahmedabad@gov.in fpo.ahd@gmail.com ) for information and necessary
action.

5. Shri. Uday M. Joshi, Advocate, Ahmedabad (email: udayjoshi62@yahoo.co.in ).

6. Guard File.

ok ok ok ok
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