F. No. DRI/AZU/GI-02/ENQ-34 /2024

DIRECTORATE OF REVENUE INTELLIGENCE

15, Magnet Corporate Park, S. G. Highway, Nr. Sola Flyover,
Thaltej, Ahmedabad - 380 059 Tele. No. 079 48900111,
Fax No. 079 48000101, 48900105
E-Mail: driazufnic.in
DW-2¢Z804DPDZ 10000557905

SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
[Issued under Section 124 of the Customs Act, 1962]

An intelligence was received by Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, Zonal
Unit Ahmedabad, (hereinafter also referred to as DRI) that one passenger namely
Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya, Male, Passport No. N4635443, arriving
by Flight No. TG 343 on 24.12.2024 from Bangkok to Ahmedabad is suspected to
be carrying restricted/ prohibited goods in his baggage or in person.

2. Action taken on the intelligence:

2.1  Acting on the said intelligence, a team of officers from DRI along with officers
of Air Intelligence Unit, Customs, SVPl Airport Ahmedabad, intercepted Shri
Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya, arrived by Thai Airways Flight No. TG 343
(Seat No. 42K E-Ticket No. 217904 166818001 on 24,12.2024 from Bangkok (BKK)
te Ahmedabad (AMD), when he tried to exit through Green Channel at arrival hall
of terminal 2 of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport (SVPI) Ahmedabad.

All the further proceedings were recorded under Panchnama dated
25.12.2024(RUD No. 1).

22 DRI Officers then asked Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya whether
he wanted to declare anything before the Customs, in reply to which he stated that
he did not have anything to declare before the Customs.

2.3 The officers, asked Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya, whether he
wished to be searched before a Gazetted officer or Magistrate, for which he agreed
to being searched in front of a Gazetted officer. Before conducting the search, the
DRI officers offered their personal search to Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhameliya, in reply of which he politely declined.

2.4 On directions by the DRI officer, Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya
removed all the metallic objects from his body and worn clothes and passed
through the DFMD machine. No beep sound was heard indicating that there was
no metallic substance on the body/clothes of Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhameliva. Then, the DRI Officer, instructed Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhameliya to place his one trolley bag and one shoulder bag, one by one into the
Baggage Screening Machine. The DRI officers scanned baggages of the passenger
through X-Ray baggage scanning machine, which is installed near Green Channel
at Arrival Hall, Terminal 2, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad and wherein two machine
type of objects were found to be packed therein the trolley bag and the image
appeared suspicious and accordingly, decided to check his baggage thoroughly
and in person.
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2.5 Thereafter, officers asked Shn Nayankumr Bhupatbhai Dhameliya to open
his checked-in baggage and upon opening the two boxes were found. On being
asked Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliva informed the officer that the said
machine were Mini Air Compressor machine, which he had brought from Bangkok.
Then the DRI officer opened the above said two boxes and found that there were
two Mini Air Compressor machine ie. MINI AIR COMPRESSOR(Piston type)-
ROHS Model AS 18C and ROHS Model No.AS30. DRI officer then plugged in the
same and found that the said compressor machines were not working. As the
machines were not worlang and x-ray image showed suspicious image, DRI officer
decided to check the internal spare parts of the said compressors.

2.6  Accordingly, DRI/ Customs officer, opened the said compressors with the
help of tool kit available at AIU, Upon opening of the said compressors officers
found that each compressor was having a piston. Upon removing the pistons from
the shaft the officers observed that the weight of the said pistons appeared to be
abnormal. Accordingly, the said pistons were further opened. Upon opening the
said pistons two Cylindrical Shaped Thick/solid Yellow Colour Shining Metal like
object were found. As the said metal like object appeared to be Gold, it was decided
to seek help of the Govt. Approved Valuer for testing and valuation.

2.7 Thereafter, DRI officer called the Government Approved Valuer, Mr., Kartikey
Vasantrai Soni at around 4:30 hours on 25.12.2024 and informed him that they
had recovered two cylindrical shaped thick/solid yellow colour Shining Metal that
appears to be gold and hence, requested him to come at the Terminal -2, 3VP1
Airport, for testing and valuation of the said material. Then, the officers further
checked the other articles packed therein the baggage however, nothing
ohjectionable was found.

2.8 Mr, Kartikey Vasantrai Soni, Government Approved Valuer arrived at SVPI
Airport and the officers introduced the said person to the Panchas and Shri
Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya. The officers handed over the above said two
Cylindrical Shaped Thick /solid Yellow Colour Shining Metal to Shri Soni Kartikey
Vasantrai for the purpose of testing/ weighment and requested him to ascertain if
the goods recovered were gold and if found to be of gold then purity and valuation
thereof.

2.9 After completion of the procedure of testing, purity check, weighment in
presence of Panchas and passenger namely Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhameliya, the Government Approved Valuer confirmed that two Cylindrical
Shaped solid, Yellow Colour Shining Metal were of in fact pure gold and submitted
his report which is reproduced as below,

Net
SR. | Details of Weight Market value | Tariff Value
Wo.| Teams [TOR| Cgm | WY (Rs) (Rs)
Gram
Cylindrical 999.0
1 | Shape 2 3000 24 |2,35,29,000/- | 2,22,78,240/-
Thick Gold Kt

2,10 Shri Soni Kartikey Vasantrai also submitted his report dated 25.12.2024 in
Annexure ‘A’ (RUD-2). Shri Somi Kartikey Vasantrai gave his valuation report of
the Two pieces of Cylindrical Shape Thick Gold vide certificate no. 1342/2024-25
dated 25.12.2024 as per the Notification No. 85/2024-Customs (N.T.) dated
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13.12.2024 (gold) and Notification No, 1372024 Customs [N.T.) dated 20.12.2024

[exchange rate]. The DRI officers took the photograph of the weight which is as
under:

wigm, vy B e

L)L

fimage 1 - Image showing gross Weight 3000.00 grams of two Cylindrical Shape
Thicky/ solid Pure Gold recovered from the fwo mini air compressor machines found
in checked-in baggage of Shn Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya)

2.11 Seizure of smuggled gold:

The DRI Officers informed Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliva that
the said Two Cylindrical Shape Thick Gold totally weighing 3000.00 Grams, purity
999.0/24kt, recovered under Panchnama proceedings dated 25.12.2024, having
total Market Value at Rs. 2,35,29,000/- (Rupees Two crore Thirty Five lacs Twenty
Nine thousand only) and tariff value Rs. 2,22 78 240/ - (Rupees Two Crore Twenty
Twao lakh Seventy Eight Thousand Two hundred and forty only) were attempted to
be smuggled into India by him as well as the articles/packing matenals used for
concealment i.e. two Mini Air Compressor machine (Both in complete dismantled
state) i.e. MINI AIR COMPRESSOR (Piston type] - ROHS Model AS 18C and ROHS
Model No. AS30 and two cartoon boxes/thermocols were being placed under
seizure vide Seizure Memo dated 25.12.2024 [DIN-202412DDZ1000072227B)
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(RUD No.-3) under section 110 of the Customs Act, 1962 under reasonable belief
that the said goods were liable to confiscation under Section 111 & 119 of the
Customs Act, 1962 . The seized gold and two mini air compressor machines (both
in complete dismantled state) were handed over to the Ware House In charge, SVPI
Airport, Ahmedabad vide Ware House Entry No. 7143 and 7144 dated 25.12.2024
respectively for safe custody.

3. STATEMENTS OF KEY PERSONS:

Upon completion of the Panchnama proceedings at SVPI Airport, summons
dated 25.12.2024 (DIN-202412DDZ1000000D5DA) was issued to Shri
Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya for recording their statement under Section
108 of the Customs Act, 1962,

3.1 Statement dated 25.12.2025 (RUD No.-4) of Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhameliya residing at 35, Balaji Bungalow, Nr. Yogi Chowk, Puna Simada Road,
Surat City, Gujarat -395010 was recorded under the section 108 of the Customs
Act, 1962 wherein he inter-alia stated that:

# He agreed with the contents of the Panchnama dated 25.12,2024 drawn at
Arrival Hall of Terminal 2 of SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad. He agreed with the
contents mentioned in the Panchnama dated 25.12.2024 and stated that
they were correct and were based on facts.

h-‘l

He agreed to the facts of Panchnama dated 25.12.2024 and confirmed that
the 2 machines mentioned in Panchnama dated 25.12. 2024 were recovered
from his black colored bag and recovery of gold was made from the same
machines as per Panchnama dated 25.12.2024 from the contents of my bag.

"._1'

He did not know the owner of the gold recovered. He further stated that one
foreigner handed over the 2 machines in Bangkok on 24.12.2024 around
5.30 PM Thailand time at the instructions of Shri Bhavin Patoliva having
phone number +91-7778077756 and Shri Juhil, having phone number +91-
8401918048. He was supposed to hand over the machine to those persons
in Surat. He was informed by Shri Juhil on 17.12.2024 that these machines
were in high demand and were not readily available in India. Shri Juhil and
Shri Bhavin said these machines were profitable and if he collected those
machines from Thailand on their behalf, it will be big profit for them.

# His Mumbai to Bangkok flight was arranged by Shri Juhil and his return
flight was arranged Shri Bhavin Patoliya. He was given Rs 25,000 through
Google pay in his wife's bank account and Rs 10,000 in cash by Shri Juhil
which he exchanged to around 12,000 Baht at Mumbai airport at the time
of departure. He was given 2500 Baht by the foreigner who had handed over
those machines to him,

# He did not know the foreigner. He did not have any contact details of the
foreigner. He was looking like a Chinese national or might be a Thai national.
He was a male whose age might be between 30 to 40 years, he was thin and
having height of 5 feet B inches approximately. He did not stay with him. He
was staying in Cozy Hotel and Uppar hotel in Bangkok, which were arranged
for him by Shri Juhil. Shri Bhavin instructed him to give video files of
Bangkok city where he was sight-seeing. Shri Bhavin asked him to go to
Nana plaza on 24.12.2024 and send selfie and video of the place. He sent
the video to Shri Bhavin and aflter more than half hour, the male foreigner
handed over those machines to him. After receiving the machines he

informed Shri Bhavin that he had received the machines.
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# He was informed by Shri Bhavin that he had already arranged a taxi for him
to go to Surat. He was supposed to deliver those machines to Shri Bhavin

or Shn Juhil who were supposed to be waiting for him in Kamrej, Surat to
receive those machines,

# He accepted that it is illegal to smuggle gold without declaring the same to
the Customs authorities.

. Arrest of the Concerned Person:

Based on the evidences gathered and the statement recorded, it appeared
that to Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya [carrier passenger] deliberately
involved himself in the smuggling activities of Gold in violation of the provisions of
the Customs Act, 1962. Further, it clearly establishes that he had the intention to
smuggle the gold into India and be a part of gold smuggling syndicate and evade
the applicable custom duty and receive the commission after facilitating the said
gold syndicate. The offence committed by him has also been admitted in his
statement recorded under Section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962, which evidently
establishes his key role in such attempt of smuggling. Thus, he had knowingly
concerned himself in an offence under Section 135(1) of the Customs Act, 1962:
he had knowingly concerned himself in dealing/carrying Two Cylindrical Shape
Thick Gold totally weighing 3000.00 Grams, purity 999.0/24kt, having total
Market Value at Rs. 2,35,29,000/- (Rupees Two crore Thirty Five lacs Twenty Nine
thousand only) and tariff value Rs. 2,22,78 240 /- {Rupees Two Crore Twenty-Two
Lakh Seventy-Eight Thousand Two hundred and forty only) recovered under
Panchnama proceedings dated 25.12.2024 and concerned himsell in carrying,
removing, depositing, harboring, keeping, concealing of smuggled Gold which he
knew and/or had reasons to believe were liable to confiscation under Section 111
of the Customs Act, 1962. Hence, Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya

(carrier passenger) was arrested on 25.12.2024 under the provisions of Section
104 of the Customs Act, 1962,

On the basis of information gathered and facts revealed during the recording of
statement of Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya, a search was conducted
at the residential premises of Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya located at Ground
Fleor Of 01, Shivpark Bungalows, Pedar Road, Mota Varachha, Surat-394101,
under Search Authorizations bearing DIN 202412DDZ1000000A%64 given by
Deputy Director, DRI, AZU, Ahmedabad and duly recorded under Panchnama
proceedings dated 25.12.2024 (RUD-5). However, nothing incriminating to the
smuggling of gold was found at the said premises. Thereafter, summons dated
25.12.2024 was issued to Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya and his Statement
was recorded under section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962,

5.1 Statement dated 25.12.2025 of Shri Juhil Mahesbhal Dhameliya [RUD-6)
Residing at Ground Floor Of 01, Shivpark Bungalows, Pedar Road, Mota
Varachha, Surat-394101 recorded under the section 108 of the Customs Act,
1962 wherein, it was inter-alia stated that:
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» He was staying with his father Shri Maheshbhal Dhameliya, his mother Smt.
Dakshaben and his sister Smt. Kushi and her child. He resides at Ground

Fleor of 01, Shivpark Bungalows, Pedar Road, Mota Varachha, Surat-
394101 which had been taken on rent by his father on a monthly rental of
Rs. 5000/- from Shri Vipulbhai who stayed on First floor of 01, Shivpark
Bungalows, Pedar Road, Mota Varachha, Surat-394101. He along with his
family had been residing on the said address since last 5 years.

» He was born in Rohisala, Botad in the year 2004 and in the year 2007 his
family shifted to Surat. He studied till class 10th from Shr Gatpore
Vidhyalaya, Pasodara, Surat and passed in 2018. Thereafter he joined
Bhagwan Mahavir University for Diploma in Information Technology in the
year 2020. He further stated that he applied in the year 2021 for student
Visa of Singapore for studying Business Management in Dimension
International University. He further stated that after 15 days he left
Singapore and returned back to Surat. He stated that he worked as
Assistant in production of crystal lighting in Rajhans Technoelogy, Mini
Bazar from 2021 te 2023. He further stated that thereafter he started a firm
in partnership with Shri Harsh Nasit in the month June 2023 named World
Vibe House which dealt with electrical work for construction sites. He stated
that Vibe House was registered at 101, Meridian Business Centre, Near
Lajamani Chowlt, Mota Varachha, Surat. He held Indian Passport bearing
No. V4540292 which was issued by Surat Passport Office on 19.10.2022
(validity till 18.01.2032). His PAN No. is HNJPDS5990F and his Aadhar Card
No was 3585 1190 2261. He produced the signed copies of the same. His
personal e-mail ID was juhildhameliya747@gmail.com. He was maintaining
bank account with ICICI Bank, Mota Varachha branch, Surat but account
number he did not remember.

# He perused the Panchnama dated 25.12.2024 drawn at Arrival Hall of
Terminal 2 of SVPl Airport, Ahmedabad, and agreed with the content
mentioned therein. He did not know Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhameliya personally but he is friend of Shri Rahul Kakadiya who is also
his friend and he had arranged Shri Nayan Bhupatbhai Dhameliya for
carrying Air compressor from Bangkok for Shn Anlour Donga (Mob No:
QBT9376218].

# His friend Shri Parth Gathiya introduced Shri Ankur Donga as a person who
had a legal work of bringing Air Compressor from Bangkols; that Shn Ankur
Donga had shown him a video of an air compressor which he wanted to get
from Bangkok to Surat and told that he had wanted to get in passenger bag
as duty on import was more; that this work was legal and the machine had
nothing hidden/ concealed and if any Customs Officer detained the said
machine then he told him to open the machine and show him as there was
nothing incriminating in the same; that after showing and taking full
guarantee of the said machine Shri Ankur Donga had asked him to arrange
passengers for carrying the said Air compressor for which he promised him
to pay Rs. 10,000/- per passenger; that he used to share the copy of
passport of willing persons to Shri Ankur Donga on WhatsApp to carry the
Air Compressor; that Shri Ankur Dogra had also instructed him to share
the contact number of the person willing to travel with Shri Bhavinkumar
Pathodiya (Mob. No.; 7778077756) on WhatsApp; that he did not know Shri
Bhavinkumar Pathodiya but Shri Ankur Donga had teld that Shri
Bhavinkumar Pathodiya used to work for him and would manage the
passengers travelling,
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Subsequently, another search was conducted at the residential premises of
Shri Bhavinkumar Manishkumar Patodiya situated at F-505, Shagun
Residency, Dada Bhagwan to Nansad Road, Kamrej, Surat-394180 under
Search Authorizations bearing DIN 202412DDZ1000000D86D given by
Assistant Director, DRI, AZU, Ahmedabad and duly recorded under
panchnama proceedings dated 25.12.2024 [RUD-7]. However, nothing in
relation to the smuggling of gold was found at the said premises. Thereafter,
summons dated 25,12 29024 wasg 1ssued to Shn Bhavinkumsar Manishlkumar
Patodiya and his Statement was recorded under section 108 of the Customs
Act, 19632,

#* From 2019 to January 2024, he worked as Supervisor in Jigisha Texofab

Pvt Ltd, Kim. From February 2024 he was working as textile broker and also
learning the web development.

He stated that his personal e-mail id was bhavin3132@gamil.com, He had
hank accounts in State Bank of India, Yes Bank, Federal Bank and Kotak
Bank and did net remember the bank account numbers then.

He further stated that to the best of his knowledge Shri Nayankumar
Bhupatbhai Dhameliya was friend of Shn Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya
(+91-8401918048) and he got to know him [Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhameliya) through Shri Ankur Devsibhai Donga (+91-9879376218). He
further state that he personally did not know Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhameliya but Shri Ankur Devsibhai Denga had informed him that one
person ie. Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya was travelling from
Bangkolk to Ahmedabad and would land on SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad on
24.12.2024 and he had to co-ordinate with him (Shr Nayankumar
Bhupatbhai Dhameliya) and provided him the contact details of taxi driver
who had to pick Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya from SVFI
Airport, Ahmedabad. He further stated that to the best of his knowledge Shri
Ankur Devsibhai Donga sent him the details of the above said taxi driver on
WhatsApp and on the instruction of Shri Ankur Devsibhai Donga, he
forwarded the same to Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya.

He stated that he personally did not know Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya
but Shri Ankur Devsibhai Donga informed him that Shri Juhil Maheshbhai
Dhameliva is the friend of Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya and he
(Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya) has arranged him [Shri Nayankumar
Bhupatbhai Dhameliya) to carry Mini Air Compressor from Bangkok to
Ahmedabad.

On being asked regarding the booking of air ticket and hotel booking tickets
of Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya, he stated that air ticket and
hotel booking for Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliva was made by
Shri Ankur Devsibhai Donga. He stated that, all the above said details were
shared by Shri Ankur Devsibhai Donga on WhatsApp.

His work was limited to co-ordinate with the passenger carryving Mini Air

Compressor, Shri Ankur Devsibhai Donga promised him to give Rs.
12,000/ - monthly in cash for this work.
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5.3 Analysis of forensic data extracted from the Mobile Phone pertaining
to Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya:

5.3.1 Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliyva had voluntarily submitted his
phone i.e. having model no GM1901 having IMEI B67254041310470 & IMEI2
BH7254041310462 and device serial number 982edb22, which is One-plus
company mobile bluish in colour during statement dated 25.12.2024 for further
investigation and the same was sent to the National Forensic Science University,
Gandhinagar for data retrieval. NFSU wvide letter Refl No.
NFSU/CoEDF/DFL/32/25 dated 11.02.2025 [RUD No. 09) and has submitted
forensic retrieval of the data and during analysis of the data extracted from the

Mobile Phone pertaining to Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya following
facts emerged:

L Analysis of WhatsApp Chats and Call Log Details between Shri Nayankumar
Bhupatbhai Dhameliya (Mobile No. 9737144666) and suspected persons:

a) WhatsApp Chat and call details between Mobile No. 9737144666 (Shri

Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya) and Mobile No. 8401918048 (Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliya) (RUD-10):

During analysis of the chat between Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhameliya and Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya (Mobile No. 918401918048, it is
observed that Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya was in continuous touch with Shri
Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya over WhatsApp during 18.12.2024 to
25.12.2024 and he had sent him flight ticket for Bangkok to Ahmedabad, and was
trying to get updates from Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya during the whele journey
of Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya. Screenshot of some of the chat are
shown below:
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(Image 2 — Image depicling screenshots of some WhatsApp chaf between Shri
Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya (Mobile No, 9737144666) and Mobile No.
8401919048 contact saved in Shri Nayan Kumar's phone as Juhil D Bangkok)
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fImage-3, Images depicting screenshots of some WhatsApp chat betwween Shri
Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya (Mobile No. 9T737T144666) and Mobile No.
8401919048 contact saved in Shri Nayan Kumar's phone as Juhil D Bangkok)

WhatsApp chat indicated that on 24.12.2024, just before departure of
Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya from Bangkol, Juhil was in touch with him
and he confirmed from Nayankumar whether he had received the machines,
Further at the time of armival of Nayankumar Dhameliva at SVPI airport Juhil was
trying to get the information from Nayankumar regarding his arrival.

b) WhatsApp Chat between Mobile No. 9737144666 (Shri Nayankumar
Bhupatbhai Dhameliya) and Mobile No. 9879376218 (Shri Ankur Donga)
[RUD-11):
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Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliyva had travelled from Mumbai to
Bangkok on 19.12.2024. During analysis of the chat between Shri Nayankumar
Bhupatbhai Dhameliya and Shri Ankur Donga (Mobile No. 919879376218), it is
observed that Shri Ankur Donga was in touch with Shri Nayankumar
Bhupatbhai Dhameliya over WhatsApp on 18.12.2024 and 19.12.2024 just before

his departure from the Mumbai Airport. Screenshot of some of the WhatsApp call
is shown below:
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(Image-4, Images depicting screenshots of some WhatsApp calls between Shri
Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya (Mobile No. 9737144666) and Mobile No.
Q879376218 contact saved in Shri Nayan Kumar's phone as Akki, who is Ankur
Donga)

c| WhatsApp Chat between Mobile No. 9737144666 (Shri Nayankumar
Bhupatbhai Dhameliya) and Mobile No. 7778077756 (Shri Bhavinkumar
Patodiya) (RUD-12):

During analysis of the chat between Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhameliva and Shri Bhavinkumar Patodiva [Mobile No. 917778077756), it is
observed that Shri Bhavinkumar Patodiya was in continuous touch with Shri
Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya over WhatsApp during 18.12.2024 to
24.12.2024. Shri Nayankumar shared Boarding Pass photo with Shri
Bhavinkumar Patodiya. Shri Bhavinkumar Patodiya shared the car details which
was to receive Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya from AVPl Airport, Ahmedabad. Shri
Bhavinkumar Patodiya also shared screenshot related to payment of Thai Baht
2500 with Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya while he was Bangkok and acknowledged
the receipt of same in his statement dated 25.12.2024. Screenshot of some of the
WhatsApp call/chat is shown below:
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(fmage-5, Images depicting screenshots of some WhatsApp chat between Shri
Bhavinkumar (Mobile No. 7778077756) and Mobile No. 9737144666 (contact saved
in Shri Nayankumar's phone as Bhavin patoliya Bangkok. )

It is evident from the call records of Shri Bhavin Kumar, Manishkumar Patodiya
and Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya that Shri Bhavin kumar was in
continuous touch with Nayan kumar during the period 18.12.2024 10 25.12.2024.
shri Bhavin kumar asked for selfies from Shri Nayankumar to know his location
and forwarded shared screenshot of payment of 2500 Thai Baht with Shri Nayan
Kumar. Shri Bahvin Kumar was regularly calling Shri Nayan Kumar giving him
directions and arranging payment at Bangkok, Shri Nayankumar also shared copy
of his Boarding pass with Shri Bhavin Kumar before departing from Bangkok on
24.12.2024,

WhatsApp chat between Nayan and Bhavin revealed that before departure from
Bangkok, Bhavin had sent Nayan driver details who had to pick up him from the
SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad. Further, after arrival of Nayan at SVPI airport, Bhavin
was trying to know his status through chat.

I.  Calllog analysis of Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya (Mobile No.
9737144666) retrieved from his phone voluntarily submitted by him during
the course of statement dated 25.12.2024:

a) Call record details between Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya (Mobile
No. 8401918048] and Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya (Mobile
No. 9737144666) (RUD-13):

Investigation revealed that Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya was in
continuous contact with Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliva and sent him
flight Ticket for his journey from Bangkok to Ahmedabad. He appears to be
arranging passengers for Ankur Donga for carrying compressor machines from
Bangkok for Shri Mitesh Rathod. During the period from 18.12.2024 to
25.12.2024 he was in contact with Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya and was directing
him during his stay at Bangkok. He also asked Shri Nayankumar Dhameliyva about
the machines which he was later found in possession of on reaching Ahmedabad
airport on 24.12.2024, Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliyva seems to be working as
a facilitator for the smuggling activity. During analysis of the call log data of Shri
Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya retrieved from his phone, it is observed that
he was in continuous contact with mobile no. 8401918048 during the period from
18.12.2024 to 25.12.2024 (RUD No. 13) and the said mobile number was saved
in his mobile as ‘Juhil D Bangkok. The screenshot of the call log of Shri
Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya is shown below:

Space left blank intentionally
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Image 6 - Image depicting screenshot of some of Call log of Shr Juhil Dhameliya
{Mobile No. 8401918048) with Mobile No. +9737144666 (contact no. saved in Shri
Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya as Juhil D Bangkok)

b) Call record details between Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiya
[Mobile No. 7778077756) and Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya
[(Mobile No. 9737144666)( (RUD-14):

It is evident from the call records of Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiya
and Shri Nayankomar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya that Shri Bhavin Kumar was in
continuous touch with Nayan EKumar during the period 18.12,2024 to
25.12.2024 when he was in Bangkok. [RUD No. 14).
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Image 7 - Image depicting Call log of Shr Bhavin Kumar (Mobile No, 777807 7756)
with Mobile No. +%737144666 fmobile no. belongs to Shn Nayankumar Dhameliya
and said contact no. saved in Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya phone as Bhawin
Patoliya Bangkok]

The call log details extracted from the mobile phone of Shri Bhavin Kumar indicated
that he had contacted Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya on 24.12.2024 [RUD No. 14)
just before the departure of the said flight. It further confirms that Shri Bhavin
Kumarwas coordinating directly with Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya, demonstrating
his active role in managing the arrival of carriers with compressor machines
concealing gold for inside them.

e) Call record details between Shri Ankur Devshibhal Donga (Mobile No.
+319879376218) and Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya [Mobile
No. 9737144666) (RUD-15):
The call log details extracted from the mobile phone of Shri Nayankumar
Dhameliya, indicated that he was in contact with Shri Ankur Donga during
18.12.2024 to 19.12.2024 (RUD No. 15). The screenshot of the call log
details are being reproduced here in below:
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Image 8 - Image depicting Call log of Shri Ankur Donga (Mobile No. 9879376218)
with Mobile No. +9737 144666 {mobile no. belongs to Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya
and said contact no. saved in Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya phone as Akki)
d)] Call Record details between Shri Mitesh Rathod [Mobile No.
+919664513776) and Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya (Mobile
No. 9737144666) (RUD-16) :

The call log details extracted from the mobile phone of Shri Nayankumar
Dhameliya indicated that Shri Mitesh Rathod (9664513776| made call to Shr
Nayankumar Dhameliya at around 23:35 hrs on 24.12.2024 (RUD No. 16) after
arrival at SVPI Airport at Ahmedabad. The screenshot of the call log details are
being reproduced here in below:
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Image 9 - Image depicting Call log of Shri Mitesh Rathod (Mobile No.
+919664513776) with Mobile No. +919737144666 belonging to Shri Nayankumar
Dhameliya on 24/25.12.2024.
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As discussed supra, investigation revealed that Shri Mitesh Rathod along with Shri
Ankur Donga, Shri Juhil Maheshkumar Dhameliva and Shri Bhavin Kumar
Patodiya was working to manage carrier/passengers who were carrying smuggled
gold in compressor machines from Bangkok. The call log details of Shri Mitesh
Rathod indicated that he was in continuous touch with Shri Ankur Donga, Shri
Bhavin Kumar and contacted Nayankumar Dhameliva on 24.12.2024 around
23:35 Hrs. over phone. WhatsApp Chat between Shri Bhavinkumar Manishkumar
Patodiya and Shri Mitesh Rathod [RUD-17) during 18.12.2024 to 24/25.12 2024
as retrieved from mobile phone of Shri Bhavin Kumar Patodiya submitted
voluntarily during recording of his statement on 25.12.2024 is shown as below:
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image 10- Images depicting WhatsApp chat of Shri Mitesh Rathod Mobile No.
+919664513776) with Mobile No. +91 7778077756 belonging to Shri Bhavinkumar
Patodiya during 18.12.2024 to 24.12.2024.

The analysis of the chat shows that Shri Mitesh Rathod (+919664513776) was
receiving every information at the backend of this all smuggling activity and screen
shot of payment of Thai Baht 2500 was shared by him with Shri Bhavin Kumar
Patodiya (+91777B077756) who further shared it with Shri Nayankumar
Dhameliva via WhatsApp on his mobile number +919737 144666,

5.3.2 Shri Bhavinkumar Patodiya and Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliva had
voluntarily submitted their phones ie. iFhone 14 Pro Max, Model Name-
MOBR3LLSA, S No. LDOQVMTGHD, IMEI NO. 357879433681174 & Vivo V25
bearing Model No. V2202 Serial number 10BCAEIENPOOOGG, IMEI No.
867261062206875 & B6T7261062206867, during statement dated 25.12.2024 for
further investigation and the same was sent to the National Forensic Science
University (DGG] Lab), Gandhinagar for data retrieval. NFSU wvide letter Ref No.
DGGI-NFSU/DFL/2025/AZU /03 dated 14.02.2025 (RUD No. 1B) and has
submitted forensic retrieval of the data and during analysis of the data extracted
from the Mobile Phones pertaining to Shri Bhavinkumar Patodiyva and Shri Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliva following facts emerged:

1. Analysis of WhatsApp Chats between Shri Bhavinkumar Patodiya (Mobile
No. TTTBOTTT756) and suspected persons:

a) WhatsApp Chat between Mobile No. 7778077756 (Shri Bhavinkumar
Patodiya) Mobile No. 8401918048 (Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya) (RUD-19):
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Image 11 - Images depicting WhatsApp chat of Shri Bhavinkumar Patodiya
(Mobile No. 7778077756) with Mobile No. 8401918048 belonging to Shri Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliya during 18.12.2024 to 24.12.2024.

During analysis of the chat between Shri Juhil Maheshbhal Dhameliya and
Shri Bhavinkumar Patodiya (Mobile No. 7778077756, it is observed that Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliya was in continuous touch with Shri. Bhavinkumar
Patodiya over WhatsApp from 18.12.2024 to 24.12.2024.

b) WhatsApp Chat and call record ((RUD-20) between Mobile No. 8401918048
{Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya) and Mobile No. 9879376218 [Shri Ankur

Donga):

During analysis of the chat and call record between Shri Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliya and Shri Ankur Donga (Mobile No. 9879376218, it is
observed that Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya was in continuous touch with
Shri Ankur Donga over WhatsApp. Screenshot of some of the WhatsApp call/chat
15 shown below:
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Image 12 - Image depicting WhatsApp chat and call records of Shri Ankur Donga
(Mobile No. 98T9376218) with Mobile No. 8401918048 belonging to Shri Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliya during 18.12.2024 to 24.12.2024.

c) WhatsApp Chat and call record (RUD-21| between Mobile No. TTTBO7TT56
{Shri Bhavinkumar Patodiya) and Mobile No. 9879376218 (Shri Ankur Donga|:

During analysis of the chat between Shri Bhavinkomar Patodiya and Shri Anlkur
Donga (Mobile No. 98T9376218|, it is observed that Shri Bhavinkumar Patodiya
was in continuous touch with Shri Ankur Donga over WhatsApp from 18.12.2024
to 24.12.2024. Screenshot of some of the WhatsApp call/chat is shown below:

Space left blank intentionally
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Image-13, Images depicting WhatsApp chal betiween of Shri Ankur Donga
(Mobile No. 9879376218) with Mobile No. 7778077756 [mobile no. belongs to Shri
Bhavikumar Patodiya and said contact no, saved in Shri Bhavikumar’s phone as

Sg Ankur)
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Image-14, Images depicting call records of Shri Ankur Donga (Mobile No.
O879376218) unth Mobile No. 7778077756 (mobile no. belongs o Shr

Bhavinkumar Patodiya and said contact no. saved in Shri Bhavinkumar's phone as
Sg Anleur)
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5.3.3 Booking details of Nayankumar's journey from Mumbai to Bangkok and
Bangkok to Ahmedabad (RUD-22):

Further, details regarding booking of airplane tickets of Shri Nayankumar
Bhupatbhai Dhameliva were sought for from the respective airlines i.e. Thai
airways & Thai Lion Air through emails. The details have been received from the
respective airlines which reveals that ticket of the accused from Bangkok to
Ahmedabad for journey on 24.12.2024 was booked through Make My Trip (1) Pvt
Lid, Kolkata India and a mobile number 91-8758035383 was used as contact
number while booking the ticket, Similarly, Mumbai to Bangkok ticket for journey
on 19.12.2024 was booked using the same contact number i.e. 91-8758035383
and an email address-MITINTERNATIONAL2015@GMAIL . COM was also given in
passenger profile,

Details of the journey undertaken by Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya
are as below:

Reservation | Departure Flight Route | PNR Contact Number
Date date Number

17.12.2024 19.12.2024 | 3SL 0219 | BOM- | SQMXDX |918758035383 |
DMK r

22.12.2024 24.12.2024 (TG 343 BKK- | OP9ZGR 918758035383
AMD

Further information gathered from the open source has revealed that the
mobile number 91-8758035383 and the email address belongs to one Shri Mital
Amit Goti, proprietor of a company/firm namely M/s. MIT International, having
address at B/303, Sheelalekh Building, Bhojabhai Sheri, mahidharpura, Surat,
Gujarat-395003 providing airline ticket services, passport & VISA services hotel
booking services. Therefore, summons dated 02.05.2025 was issued to Shri Mital
Amit Goti for appearing before the investigating agency for recording of his
statement under section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962(RUD-23).

Act, 1962 wherein h

= As per office record maintained by them a flight ticket in the name of Shri
Nayan Kumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya was booked on 22.12.2024 by one
person named Shri Mitesh Rathod (9664513776) for the journey from
Bangkok to Ahmedabad on 24.12.2024 with PNR OP9ZGR. Shn Mitesh
Rathod paid an amount Rs. 22500/- in cash for the above said ticket. He
produced, duly signed original copies of invoice, cash receipt and copy of
ticket along with booking record for the period 1% December to 31 December,
2024 1 confirmation of the same.

# Whenever a customer came he gave him choice of multiple flights as per
availability depending upon desired departure airport/sector and the
destination airport. He generally needed only front page of passport to book
a flight ticket. He had an agreement with MakeMyTrip and Newbharat
Agency Tours & Travels and through their portal he used to book the tickets.
As such no document was required to book a ticket, he could book on the
basis of oral information provided by the client. He further inform that he
generally categorize his clients in two categories- regular client & random
client. In case of regular clients, he booked tickets on credit basis giving
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clients time for payment up to the end of the booking month whereas in
case of random client's prior payment of the ticket was compulsory, He
further stated that he was the enly person who booked tickets for M/s. MIT
International. No other person had been authorized by him for the same.

# He remembered Shri Mitesh Rathod and could recognize him. He further
stated that he didn't know where he resided. Shri Mitesh Rathod visited his
firm office at Surat and requested to book ticket for the date 24.12.2024 in
the name of Shri Nayan Kumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya for a flight from
Bangkok to Ahmedabad. He didn't know for sure as to how he provided the
details for booking of the said ticket, He might have shown him passport
copy of Shri Nayan Kumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya on his mobile phone for
providing details for booking ticket. As far as he remembered, Shri Mitesh
Rathod had booked ticket only once through our agency.

#» The ticket with PNR SQMXDX had been booked through his agency, The
said ticket was booked for multiple travelers and when they search name of
any traveler their software shows the name of one person only, therefore he
might have missed the same. He would submit all the details regarding the
above said ticket within two days.

# They Had installed ePrompt account software in which they feed data related

to their business transactions on day-to-day basis. Only digital record were

maintained at their office and he personally entered all the data into the
desktop computer installed in his office.

He had not installed any CCTV in his office. Therefore, he didn't have any

record related to the same.

"l‘

From the above statement of Shri Goti Amit Jerajbhai it transpires that On
December 22, 2024, Shri Mitesh Rathod booked a flight ticket for Shri Nayan
Kumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya from Bangkok to Ahmedabad for December 24,
2024, with PNR OP9ZGR through M/s. MIT International, paying Rs. 22,500 in
cash (RUD-25).

6. Search conducted at residences of Shri H

On the basis of information gathered from the data analysis received from NFSU,
Gandhinagar, it has been revealed that Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga was in
constant contact with Shri Bhavinkumar Patodiya, Shri Juhil Maheshbhai
Dhameliya and with Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya over phone when
Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya left from Mumbai to Bangkok on
18,12.2024 and when he landed back from Bangkok to Ahmedabad Airpert on
24.12,2024, Also deposition of Shri Bhavinkumar Patodiya and Shri Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliya indicated that he might be involved in the present case.
Therefore, a search was conducted at the residential premises of at residence of
Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga at his residence at 513-Kumkum Residency, Nearby
Atmiyavilla Residency, Kamrej, Surat-394 185 | address as mentioned in the KYC
details of Shri Ankur Donga submitted by Kotak Mahindra Bank, RUD-26) by the
DRI Regional Unit, Surat on 02.05.2025 under Search Authorizations bearing DIN
202505DDEZ10000759624 given by Assistant Director, DRI, Surat and duly
recorded under Panchnama proceedings dated 02.05.2025 |[RUD-27 |. However,
nothing in relation to the smuggling of gold was found at the said premises. Shri
Ankur Donga was not present at his residential premises during the search
proceedings on 02.05.2025. Therefore, summons dated 02.05.2025, 15.05.2025
were issued to Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga and his Statement dated 19.05.2025
was recorded under section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962 [RUD-28).
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He had been engaged in work related to *Cad Designing” pertaining to
Jewellery for last 15 years. He had been working in M/s. B, K. Jewels, Surat
for last 7 or 8 months. Before that he owned an unregistered firm namely
M/s. Creative Jewel Jest where he used to do Jewellery designing work. He
worked for 4 years with brand name M/s. Creative Jewel Jest. He used to
earn, on average, around Rs. 45,000/ - per month. Before that he worked
at M/s. Achuttam Jewels, Surat for 8 years on monthly salary of Rs.

12,000. My monthly salary was Rs. 25,000/- at M/s. Achuttam Jewels
when he left the job there.

He knew Shri Bhavin Kumar since last 4 or 5 years. He lived near his home.
Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya was known to him for last one year. He
met him at a Pan parlor in Mota Varachha, Surat. As far as he knew, Shri
Bhavin worked in a cloth factory as an accountant. He don't know about
the Juhil's work. He thought he was doing graduation from a college.

He didn't know Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya. He never met
him.

In August 2024 he went to Bangkok from Mumbai to attend an exhibition
related to jewelry design and stayed for 6 days there. He was in business of
Jewellery design 8o he often visited Hongkong and Banghkol to understand
and learn new design concepts being developed the world over. He had an
ambition to build up his own business so he used to go abroad to learn
new things in the market. During the said trip to Bangkok, he met one
person named Mitesh Rathod (9664513776} from Rajkot who was staying
in & nearby hotel there. During casual interactions he told him that he was
in shoe business. They exchanged mobile numbers there.

On returning back from Bangkok he had applied at M/s. Mansi Jewels,
Varachha, Surat as HOD of product development team. He was offered
salary of Rs. 70,000/- per month, so he agreed for the job. However, after
one month they paid only Rs. 60,000/- that he was not agreed to. So he
left the job and started working again from home under our brand M/s.
Creative Jewel Jest, To attract customers he had to present themselves on
Instagram and Facebook that's why he chose a brand name as stated above
ie. M/s. Creative Jewel Jest. He was aearching for a job in Surat
meanwhile he was working from home also as he had to pay for EMIs
related to various loans such as home loan, bike loan, personal loan.
Further, he also stated that the designing work in Rajkot fetches more in
terms of money than Surat. He had many liabilities and he had not much
work in hand at that time, so looked for more earning options. Therefore,
he contacted Shri Mitesh Rathod whom he had met in Bangkok recently.
Mitesh Rathod promised to get some clients for him and send some
addresses of manufacturers of silver Jewellery based at Rajkot. He went to
Rajkot at the given addresses and succeeded in getting work from some
clients. Due to this, he felt very obliged to Shn Mitesh Rathod and remained
in contact with him whenever he visited Rajkot for his own business
purposes, During one such visit Mitesh Rathod asked him to help him in
hiz business. Mitesh Rathod told him that he was in business of air
compressor/vacuum cleaner machines, He needed samples from Bangkok
for the same. Mitesh Rathod further told him that one person could bring
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one machine only otherwise customs duty would be very high and if
samples were passed by the customer he would import 2 lakh pieces
through sea route in container cargo. Mitesh Rathod offered him Rs.
15,000/~ per person and a phone. On enquiring as to why he was giving
me RKs. 15,000/~ per person while cost of machine was Rs. 12,000/~ only,
Mitesh Rathod explained that he was not earning anything from selling a
single machine but would fetch handsome profit when he would sell about
2 lakh pieces later on.

He asked Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliyva to arrange persons for
Banghkok visit as said by Shri Mitesh Rathod. He offered him Rs. 10,000/-
per month. He was doing a job and could not manage all things so he pave
this task to Shn Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiya and offered him
12,000/ - per month. Further, he stated that all these visits were arranged
in December-2024 for first time. Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliva used to
send him passport copy of persons on his mobile number +919879376218
which he used to forward to Shri Mitesh Rathod at his mobile number
+019664513776. Shri Mitesh Rathod used to book tickets and forward the
same to him which I would send to Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya
(8401918048) and Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patoediya
(7778BOTT756) at their mobile numbers via whatsapp. He further stated that
in some cases he booked ticket for hotel stay as told by Shri Mitesh Rathod.
He told him that due to some reason he was not able to book hotel in
Bangkok. As he had gone Bangkok many times he told him to book hotel
and also reimbursed the amount spent on the said bookings through cash.
The passengers were arranged by Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya. He
used to forward copy of passport to Shri Mitesh Rathod who used to book
tickets for the passengers. He further stated that Mitesh Rathod had mobile
numbers of all the persons sent to Bangkaolk. Mitesh Rathod used to instruct
him over phone and he would pass on the same to Shri BhavinKumar and
Shri Juhil Dhameliya for further action. Total 8 persons were arranged for
visiting Banglok in the above said manner. As Shri Juhil Dhameliva used
to arrange the passengers he didn't know them directly.

He was paid in cash by Shri Mitesh Rathod. He was paid around Rs,
80,000/- in total, out of which he paid Rs. 30,000/- to Shri Juhil
Dhameliya and Rs, 12,000/- to Bhavin Kumar Patodiya in cash.

He never visited his home or office at Rajkot. Mitesh Rathod told him that
he had large business of some machines in China. He showed him some
videos of machines in his mobile phone. Mitesh Rathod met him at a pan
parlour at 150 feet ring road, Rajkot. after the incident he was not picking
up his phone. Initially when he showed some concern regarding his offer,
Shri Mitesh Rathod convinced him by saying that if custom officers check
the machine let them check it thoroughly as nothing incnminating would
be found in it. Though he was reluctant about the scheme but given the
fact that Shri Mitesh Rathod had helped him during his bad times and
assurance he gave him about the machine, he agreed to help him.

Shri Mitesh Rathod had given him a mobile through which he used to
call him. He was using his 5IM card in the said mobile having number
+919879376218. After the interception of Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya at
the SVPI Airport he confronted Mitesh Rathod with the facts , however,
Mitesh Rathod told him that there was some confusion and he would take
care of all things.
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6.2 During the course of recording of his statement, upon perusal of excerpts of
the WhatsApp chat in between him and Mobile No. 919737144666 (contact no.
saved in Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya Phone as Akki), Shri Ankur
Devshibhai Donga stated that he did not know Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya
directly. He further stated that on the instruction of Shri Mitesh Rathod
(2#664513776) from Rajkot he arranged passengers for Bangkok to bring some
machines as sample for his customers and offered him Rs. 15,000/- per person
and gave him a phone to contact Shri Mitesh Rathod. He further stated that Shri
Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya was to arrange persons for Banglkok visit as asked
by Shri Mitesh Rathod. He offered Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya Rs, 10,000/ -
per month. Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga also stated that he was deing a job and
could not manage all things so he gave this task to Shri Bhavin Kumar
Manishkumar Patodiya and offered him 12,000/- per month. Further, he stated
that all these visits were arranged in December-2024 for first time and Shri Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliya used to send him passport copy of persons on his mobile
number +919879376218 which he used to forward to Shri Mitesh Rathod at his
mobile number +919664513776. Shri Mitesh Rathod used to book tickets and
forward the same to him which he would send to Shri Juhil Maheshbhai
Dhameliya (8401918048) and Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiya
(TT7BOTTT56) at their mobile numbers via WhatsApp.

Further, on the basis of statement of Shri Ankur Donga dated 19.05.2025,
Subscriber Data [SDR), CAF, Call Data Record (CDR) of the mobile number of Shri
Mitesh Kumar was called for from the respective network service providers and
have been called for in relation to the present investigation.

6.3 Call log analysis of Mobile No. +919664513776(RUD-30):

From the analysis of call record of number +919664513776 it was revealed that
he was in continuous contact with Shri Ankur Donga as well as Shri Bhavin Kumar
Patodiya during the Bangkok visit of Shri Nayankumar Dhameliva between
18.12.2024 to 24.12.2024. The screenshot of the call log is shown as under:
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Image 15 - Image depicting Call log of Shri Mitesh Rathod ([Mobile No.
+919664513776) with Mobile No. ++91 7778077756 belonging to Shri Bhavinkumar
Patodiya and Shri Ankur Donga, Mobile No. +919664513776.

Page 37 of 51



F. No. DRI/AZU /GI-02/ENQ-34 /2024

i." Cellebrite

Extraction Report - Google Android Generic oy
=l Lo (77}
o |- ey [n-p EE"’I—_"_{“* e D
T h-: E-.IJ-.EH | OO |y il 1
| IO T O | O 15 AATTC ‘mm-. -
e | | [ e
'T' :w‘
- e
- Ry | [ | (et g.m...,.. =
ml ‘H.:T“ " . :m_nﬁw:lmml |
= bl o
i |mﬁmm-u BB Ay | T [ e e T it s ret
|1fim | m!:l-_mm:lmm|
[ — [ 1 ot cll_exg S
| Incoeverey |
[
) lﬁ'ﬁmmu“u t’gﬁﬂ-m | ) Vi
I*-.-.m
o

[ — L B

i
Foye
| [
= |

[ ] W [t i |
|h‘rnnl!|l:n|m-u 'nmm].r:.-m = — i LG et
|'¢:|u-.l'uu [ F&nm;nnm:n

| [ %Fﬂﬂ! g

luuu B e

fmage 16 - Image depicting Call log of Shri Mitesh Rathod (Mobile No.
+919664513776) with Mobile No, +919737144666 belonging to Shri Nayankumar
Dhameliya on 24/25.12.2024.

6.4 Summons to Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya, Shri Bhavin Kumar
Manishkumar Patodiya & Shri Makwana Ranchhodbhai Naranbhai (RUD-31)
(Mobile no. +919664513776, alleged to be used by Shri Mitesh Rathod)

6.4.1 In light of the facts revealed during the investigation, Summons dated
02.05.2025 was issued to Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiva and was
served to his father at their residential premises at F-505, Shagun Residency, Dada
Bhagwan to Nansad Road, Kamrej, Surat-394180 and also emailed to appear
before the investigating agency for recording of his statement under section 108 of
the Customs Act, 1962. Similarly, summons dated 02.05.2025 were issued to Shri
Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya, however the same could not be served to him as he
vacated the rented flat at Ground Floor Of 01, Shivpark Bungalows, Pedar Road,
Mota Varachha, Surat-394101 and attempts to serve the same through electronic
means also failes as his email id as recorded during his statement dated
25.12.2024 does not exist. Further, summons dated 15.05.2025 & 23.05.2025
were issued again to Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiya to appear for
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statement, however, he failed to report on the scheduled date and time, neither
was any submission received from him.

6.4.2 On the basis of the information gathered through statement dated
19.05.2025 of Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga and call records of Nayankumar
Bhupatbhai Dhameliya and Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga, it was revealed that
one person namely Shri Mitesh Rathod (+919664513776) had been involved in the
instant case of gold smuggling and had offered monetary benefits to Shri Ankur
Donga REs. 15,000/ per person as stated in statement dated 19.05.2025. Also,
Shri Amit Goti Proprietor of M/s. MIT International, Surat has stated in his
statement dated 13.05.2025 that one person namely Shri Mitesh Rathod
(+2919664513776) had approached him on 22.12.2024 for booking a flight ticket
for Shri Nayan Kumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya from Bangkok to Ahmedabad for
journey on 24.12,2024. He produced the cash receipt no. CRCO000000218 dated
22.12.2024 paid by Shri Mitesh Rathed for boaoking the said ticket.

In view of the above, CDR,SDR details of mobile number (+919664513776) alleged
to be belonging to Shri Mitesh Rathod were called for from the respective network
service provider which revealed that the mobile number belongs to one Shri
Makawana Ranchhodbhai Narabhai residing at village- Balol, Limbdi,
Surendranagar, Gujarat-363425. Therefore, Summons dated 28.05.2025 &
09.06.2025 were issued to Shri Makawana Ranchhodbhai Narabhai (RUD No.-32)
for appearing before the investigating agency, however, he did not appeared on the
scheduled date and time, neither has any submissions received on his behalf,

7. Relevant Legal Provisions:

7.1  According to the Customs Baggage Declaration (Amendment) Regulations,
2016 issued vide Notification 31/2016 [NT) dated 01.03.2016, all passengers who
come to India and have anything to declare or are carrying dutiable or prohibited
goods shall declare their accompanied baggage under Section 77 of the Customs
Act, 1962,

7.2  All the dutiable articles imported into India by a passenger in his baggage
are classified under CTH 9803. As per Section 77 of the Customs Act, 1962, the
owner of any baggage shall for the purpose of clearing it, make a declaration of its
contents to the proper officer. As per Section 11(1) of the Foreign Trade
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1992, no export or import shall be made by any
person excepl in accordance with the provisions of Foreign Trade (Development
and Regulation) Act, 1992, the Rules and Orders made there under and the Foreign
Trade Policy for the time being in foree.

7.3 In terms. of Para 2.27 (a) of the Foreign Trade Policy 2023, only bona fide
household goods and personal effects are allowed to be imported as part of
passenger baggage as per limits, terms and conditiens thereof in Baggage Rules
notified by the Ministry of Finance, The gold can be imported by the banks
{authorized by REI) and the agencies nominated for the said purpose under Para
4.40 of Chapter-4 of Foreign Trade Policy or by “Eligible Passenger” as per the
provision of Notification No. 50/2017- Customs dated 30.06.2017 (Sr. No. 356).
As per Notification No. 50/2017- Customs dated 30.06.2017, the ‘eligible
passenger’ means passenger of Indian origin or a passenger holding valid passport
issued under the Passport Act, 1967 who is coming to India after a period of not
less than 6 months of stay abroad.

The above said legal provisions are reproduced below:
Para 2.27 (a) of the Foreign Trade Policy 2023:
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Bona-fide household goods and personal effects may be imported as part of
passenger baggage as per limits, terms and conditions thereof in Baggage
Rules notified by the Ministry of Finance.

Para 4.40 of the Foreign Trade Policy 2023:

(il Exporters may obtain gold / silver / platinum from Nominated Agency.
Exporter in EOU and units in SEZ would be governed by the respective
provisions of Chapter-6 of FTP / SEZ Rules, respectively.

(i) Nominated Agencies are The Handicraft and Handlooms Exports
Corporation of India Ltd, MSTC Ltd., and Diamond India Limited,

(iii) Reserve Bank of India can authorize any bank as Nominated Agency.

(iv) Procedure for import of precious metal by Nominated Agencies shall be as
per the provisions laid down in HBP. The procedure for import of precious
metals by the Gems & Jewellery units operating under EOU & SEZ schemes
will be as per the applicable schemes.

{v) The monitoring mechanism for the Nominated Agencies {other than banks
authorised by RBI) shall be as per para 4.93 of HEP.

(vi)A bank authorised by Reserve Bank of India is allowed export of gold scrap
for refining and import standard gold bars as per Reserve Bank of India
74 CBIC Customs Notification No. 50/2017 dated 30.06.2017 where the
condition regarding import of gold by passenger in the following manner:
If,
1. [a) the duty is paid in convertible foreign currency;

(b} the quantity of import does not exceed ten kilograms of gold and one
hundred kilograms of silver per eligible passenger: and

2. the gold or silver is, -
(a) carried by the eligible passenger at the time of his arrival in India, or

(b) the total quantity of gold under items. (i) and (i) of Sr. No. 356 does not
exceed one kilogram and the quantity of silver under Sr. No. 357 does not
exceed ten kilograms per eligible passenger; and

(e ) is taken delivery of from a Customs bonded warehouse of the State Bank
of India or the Minerals and Metals Trading Corporation Ltd., subject to
the conditions 1;

Provided that such eligible passenger files a declaration in the prescribed
form before the proper officer of Customs at the time of his arrival in India
declaring his intention to take delivery of the gold or silver from such a
Customs bonded warehouse and pays the duty leviable thereon before his
clearance from Customs.

Explanation.- For the purposes of this notification, *eligible passenger” means a
passenger of Indian origin or a passenger holding a valid passport, issued under
the Passports Act, 1967 (15 of 1967), who is coming to India after a period of not
less than six months of stay abroad; and short visits, if any, made by the eligible
passenger during the aforesaid period of six months shall be ignored if the total
duration of stay on such visits does not exceed thirty days and such passenger
has not availed of the exemption under this notification or under the notification
being superseded at any time of such short visits.
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Baggage Rules, 2016 -

7.5 As per Rule 5 of the Baggage Rules, 2016, "a passenger residing abroad for
more than one year, on return to India, shall be allowed clearance free of duty in
his bona fide baggage of jewelry up to a weight, of twenty Grams with a value cap
of fifty thousand rupees if brought by a gentleman passenger, or forty Grams with
a value cap of one lakh rupees, if brought by a lady passenger”.

7.6 A combined reading of the above-mentioned legal provisions under Foreign
Trade Regulations, the Customs Act, 1962 and the notifications issued therein -
clearly indicate that import of gold including gold Jewellery through Bagpape is
Restricted and conditions have been imposed on the said imports by a passenger
such as he/she should be of Indian origin or an Indian passport holder with
minimum six months stay abroad etc. Only passengers who satisfy those
mandatory conditions can import gold as a part of their bona fide personal baggage
and the same has to be declared to the Customs at the time of their arrival and
applicable duty paid. These conditions are nothing but restrictions imposed on the
import of gold through passenger baggage. Further, from the foregoing legal
provisions of Foreign Trade Policy, 2023 read with Reserve Bank of India circulars
issued under Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA], Notifications issued by
the Government of India and Circular issued by CBIC, it is evident that no one can
import gold in any other manner as not explicitly stated/permitted above. The
impugned solid cylindrical shape gold of 999/24K purity extracted recovered from
the passenger concealed in mini compressor machines smuggled into India in the
instant case iz not covered by any of the above circulars/notifications.

7.7 Further, as per Section 2(33) of the Customs Act, 1962, ‘prohibited goods’
means any goods the import or export of which is subject to any prohibition under
this Act or any other law for the time being in force but does not include any goods
in respect of which the conditions subject to which the goods are permitted to be
imported or exported have been complied with, implying that any goods imported
in violation of the conditions subject to which the goods are permitted to be
imported are nothing but prohibited goods. Hence, the smuggpling of gold in solid
form, in contravention of the Foreign Trade Policy 2023 read with the relevant
notification issued under the Customs Act, 1962, shall have to be treated as
prohibited, by virtue of not being in conformity with the conditions imposed in the
said Regulations. It is pertinent to note that any prohibition applies to every type
of prehibition which may be complete or partial and even a restriction on import
or export is to an extent a prohibition. Hence the restrictions imposed on the said
imports are to an extent a prohibition and any viclation of the =said
conditions /restrictions would make the impugned goods liable for confiscation
under Section 111 of Customs Act, 1962,

7.8 Therefore, it appears that import of gold in contravention of the Foreign
Trade Policy 2023 read with the Customs Act, 1962 and RBI circulars, as well as
the Rules and regulations mentioned supra, shall have to be treated as prohibited,
by virtue of not being in conformity with the conditions imposed in said
Regulations.

Section 2{33) of the Customs Act, 1962 - "Prohibited Goods" means any goods the
import or export of which is subject to any prohibition under this Act or any other
law for the time being in force but does not include any such goods in respect of
which the conditions subject to which the goods are permitted to be imported or
exported have been complied with.

Section 2(39) of the Customs Act, 1962 - "Smuggling”, in relation to any goods,
means any act or omission which will render such goods liable to confiscation
under section 111 or section 113.
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7.9 Further, in terms of provisions under Section 123 of the Customs Act,
1962, it is the responsibility of the person who is in possession of the said gold /
silver or the person claiming ownership of the same, to prove that the same were

not smuggled gold. Relevant provisions of Section 123 of the Customs Act, 1962
are as under:

Section 123: Burden of proof in certain cases. -

(1} Where any goods to which this section applies are seized under this act
in the reasonable belief that they are smuggled goods, the burden of
proving that they are not smuggled goods shall be -

(a) In a case where such seizure is made from the possession of any
person, -

{ii on the person from whose possession the goods were seized;
and

(i} if any person, other than the person from whose possession

the goods were seized, claims to be the owner thereof, also on
such other person.

(b) In any other case, on the person, if any, who claims to be the
owner of the goods so seized.

(2} This section shall apply to gold and manufactures thereof, watches,
and any other class of goods which the Central Government may by
notification in the Official Gazette specify.

7.10 Further, Section 111 of the Customs Act, 1962 provides for the confiscation
of the goods which are imported improperly.

Section 111. Confiscation of improperly imported goods, etc. -

The following goods brought from a place outside India shall be liable to
confiscation: -

(d} any goods which are imported or attempted to be imported or are
brought within the Indian Customs waters for the purpose of being
imported, contrary to any prohibition imposed by or under this Act or any
other law for the time being in force;

{1} any dutiable or prohibited goods which are not included or are in excess
of these included in the entry made under this Act, or in the case of baggage
in the declaration made under section 77;

(m) any goods which do not correspond in respect of value or in any other
particular] with the entry made under this Act or in the case of baggage
with the declaration made under section 77 [in respect thereof, or in the
case of goods under transshipment, with the declaration for transshipment
referred to in the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 54;)

7.11 Further, Section 112 of the Customs Act, 1962 provides the penalty on the
persons for the improper import of the goods,

Section 112. Penalty for improper importation of goods, etc. -

ﬂn}" PETSOn, -
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(a) who, in relation to any goods, does or omits to do any act which act or
omission would render such goods liable to confiscation under section 111,
or abets the doing or emission of such an act, or

(b} who acquires possession of or is in any way concerned in carrying,
removing, depositing, harboring, keeping, concealing, selling or
purchasing, or in any otheér manner dealing with any goods which he knows
or has reason to believe are liable to confiscation under section 111,

7.12 Section 117. Penalties for contravention, etc., not expressly mentioned.

Any person who contravenes any provision of this Act or abets any such
contravention or who fails to comply with any provision of this Act with which it
was his duty to comply, where no express penalty is elsewhere provided for such
contravention or failure, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 1[four lakh
rupees|.

7.13 Section 119: Confiscation of goods used for concealing smuggled goods:

8.

Any goods used for concealing smuggled goods shall also be liable to
confiscation.

Summary of investigation:

» Shn Mitesh Rathod (+919664513776) offered Shri Ankur Donga a job of

arranging passengers for bringing machines from Bangkok for his business
purpose; offered commission of Rs 15,000/- per person so arranged. Shri
Ankur Donga agreed to the said offer made by Shri Mitesh Rathod to act as
a facilitator in lieu of the monetary benefit. However, he was not aware about
hidden aim of Shri Mitesh Rathod who gave him directions and devised
plan/about the steps to be followed by Shri Ankur Donga and Shri Bhavin
Kumar Manishkumar Patodiya. He appears to be master planner in the
whole scheme and took Shri Ankur Donga and others in his confidence by
urging to help him in his business. As stated in his statement dated
19.05.2025 by Shri Anku Donga, Shri Mitesh Rathod offered money Rs.
15,000/ - per person and bore all other expenses of flight tickets and food
and lodgings at Bangkok and thus operated all operations of the smuggling
scheme behind the curtains, He appears to be using mobile SIM card which
does not belong to him. The SDR details called for by this office show that
the number +919664513776 does not belong to him. However, it has been
found that the same mobile number has been used to contact Shri Ankur
Donga, Shri Bhavin Kumar between 18.12.2024 to 25.12.2024 and on
24.12.2024 he called Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya between 23:35 Hrs. to
00:15 Hrs. on 25.12.2024. He contacted the carrier passenger only once
when his plan seemed to have failed. He might have suspected intentions of
Shri Nayan Kumar Dhameliya and hence, contacted him while he had been
intercepted by DRI officers at SVPI Airport.

As per their devised plan, Shri Ankur Donga had to arrange passengers
through Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiyva and Shri Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliya for bringing compressor machines which were
handed over to the passengers by some Thai looking person for business
purposes of Shri Mitesh Rathod. In return Shri Mitesh Rathod offered
monetary benefits to Shr Ankur Donga RBs. 15,000/ - per person. Shri Ankur
Donga was engaged in his job and did not had enough spare time to arrange
passengers for Shri Mitesh Rathod, therefore, he included Shr Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliya and Shri Bhavin Manishkumar Patodiya offering

Page 43 of 51



F. No. DRI/AZU/GI-02/ ENQ-34 /2024

them Rs. 12,000/- and 10,000/ - per month for arrangements of passengers
for bringing compressor machines from Bangkok for Shri Mitesh Rathod.

¥ Further search was carried out at the premises of Shri Ankur Donga, Shri
Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiva and Shri Juhil Maheshbhai
Dhameliya, however, nothing related to gold smuggling was found at their
residential premises. Statements of Shri Ankur Donga was recorded on
19.05.2025; statements of Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiya and
Shn Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya were recorded on 25.12.2024, Further,
on the basis of digital evidences retrieved [rom mobile phones of Shri
Nayankumar Dhameliya, Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiva and
ShriJuhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya by NFSU, Gandhinagar further summons
was issued to Shri Bhavin Kumar Patodiya and Shri Juhil Dhameliya on
02.05.2025 and attempted to deliver at their residence in Surat. However,
Shri Juhil Maheshkuamr Dhameliyva was not found at his residential
address i.e. as he had vacated the said rented property and relocated
somewhere else whereabouts of which are not known. An attempt to deliver
summons through email given by him during recording of his statement on
25.12.2024, however the same was found to be non- existing. Summons
issued to Shri Bhavin Manishkumar Patodiya was received by his father,
however, he did not appear before the investigating agency on the scheduled
date and time neither was any submission received from him. Summons
dated 15.05.2025 and 23.05.2025 were further isuued to him and served
through email tendered during the statement recorded on 25.12.2024 under
section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962,

#» Based on the statement of Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga dated 19.05.2025
and the call records of Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya and Shri Ankur
Donga, it was revealed that Shri Mitesh Rathod, associated with the mobile
number +919664513776, was involved in a gold smuggling case and had
offered Rs. 15,000/- per person to Shri Ankur Donga. Additionally, Shri
Amit Goti, Proprietor of M /s, MIT International, Surat, stated on 13.05.2025
that Shri Mitesh Rathod had approached him on 22.12,2024 to book a flight
ticket for Shri Nayan Kumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya from Bangkok to
Ahmedabad for travel on 24.12.2024, and submitted a cash receipt bearing
no. CRCO0O00000218 in support of his claim. Consequently, the CDR and
SDE details of the mobile number 4919664513776 were obtained from the
network service provider, which indicated that the number is registered to
Shri Makawana Ranchhodbhai Narabhai, residing at village Balol, Limbdi,
Surendranagar, Gujarat-363425. Summons dated 28.05.2025 and
09.06.2025 were issued to Shri Makawana Ranchhodbhai Narabhai to
appear before the investigating agency, but he failed to appear on the
scheduled dates, and no submissions were received on his behalf,

9. Contraventions and Charges:

9.1 From the investigation conducted so far, it evidently appears that said act
of smuggling of solid cylindrical shape pure gold concealed inside the mini
compressor machines had been devised by Shri Mitesh Rathod and employed Shri
Ankur Donga, Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiva and Shri Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliva for carrying out his plan of smuggling gold from Bangkok,
Thailand. Shri Ankur Donga and others arranged Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhamehlya for such visit to Banghkok. He seems to succeeded in taking assistance
of the above individuals by keeping them in good faith that he is a genuine
businessman and looking for importing a big consignment of compressors
machines from Bangkok, but needed help to import some samples of the said
machines for further evaluation by his customers. He offered to carry out the said
plan of importing the said machines through flights from Bangkok and paid for
the visit along with all other expenses incurred by the passengers. Shri Ankur
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Donga had sought his help in his business earlier when he was looking new
customers for his Jewellery designing business which Shri Mitesh Rathod later
capitalized upon when he asked for help from Shri Ankur Donga for his own
business. He seems to have succeeded in convincing Shri Ankur Donga and others
that importing compressor was not an illegal activity and he had employed that
mode to save customs duty only and further assured them by saying that if
custom officers check the machine let them check it theroughly as nothing
incriminating would be found in it. However, Shri Ankur Donga, Shri Bhavin
kumar Manishkumar Patodiya and Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliva have
abetted the smuggling of 3000.00 Grams of Gold in solid form cylindrical shape
having purity of 999/24KT, having total Market Value at Rs. 2,3529,000/-
(Fupees Two crore Thirty Five lacs Twenty Nine thousand only) and tariff value Rs.
2,22,78,240/- (Rupees Two Crore Twenty Two lakh Seventy Eight Thousand Tweo
hundred and forty only) were attempted to be smuggled into India by way of for
concealment inside i.e. two Mini Air Compressor machine [Both in complete
dismantled state) i.e. MINI AIR COMPRESSOR (Piston type) - ROHS Model AS 18C
and ROHS Model No. AS30 which was subsequently placed under seizure vide
Seizure Memo dated 25.12.2024 (DIN-202412DDZ1000072227B) (RUD No.-3)
under section 110 of the Customs Act, 1962 under reasonable belief that the said

goods were liable to confiscation under Section 111 & 119 of the Customs Act,
1962.

9.2 As evident from the Panchnama dated. 25.12,2024 drawn at SVPI airport,
Ahmedabad, Abmedabad, it appears that Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhameliya ecarried gold with a clear intention to smuggle gold for personal
monetary consideration/benefit. Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya
smuggled foreign origin pure gold in solid form cylindrical shape 3000.00 Grams
of Gold in solid form cylindrical shape having purity of 999/24KT, having total
Market Value at Rs. 2,35,29,000/- [Rupees Two crore Thirty Five lacs Twenty Nine
thousand only) and tariff value Rs. 2,22 78,240/- (Rupees Two Crore Twenty Two
lakh Seventy Eight Thousand Two hundred and forty enly) by way of concealment
inside the mini compressor machines carried in checked-in luggage i.c. trolley bag.
He had chosen to move through Green Channel and did not declare having the
said gold before the Customs Authorities at SVPI Airport which was concealment
inside the mini compressor machines. Further, it appears that he was not inclined
to declare the said pure solid gold cylindrical shape. Thus, he contravened the
provisions of Section 77 of the Customns Act, 1962 in as much as he failed to
declare the said smuggled seized gold before the Customs. Further, he also does
not fall under the category of eligible passenger in terms of Notification No.
50/2017- Customs dated 30.06.2017,

9.3 It appears that on directions of Shri Mitesh Rathod and abetted by Shri
Ankur Donga, Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiya and Shri Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliya, Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya smuggled Gold
into India from SVPl Airport. Further, Shn Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliva
was to handover the said smuggled gold to Juhil Kumar or Bhavin Kumar at Surat.
For the above said execution, Shri Ankur Donga, Shri Bhavin Kumar
Manishkumar Patodiya and Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya, Shri Nayankumar
Bhupatbhai Dhameliya were to receive the amount of expenses borne by them
including the commission of the carriers/passengers. The =aid act of smuggling of

gold was alse corroborated by the statements recorded by the various persons
involved in the case.

9.4 Further, Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya, the carrier passenger
did not produce documents evidencing legitimate import and even purchase
documents of the said Gold seized from the possession of him. In terms of the
provisions of Section 123 of the Customs Act, 1962 burden of proving that these
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are not smuggled goods is on the person from whose possession the goods were
seized. Whereas it further appears that he was aware that bringing gold in the
above manner was contrary to the provisions of the Customs Act, 1962 with an
intention to carry gold without the knowledge of the Customs Authorities, without
declaration and payment of appropriate Customs duties which rendered the above
said quantity of 3000.00 Grams of pure sclid gold liable to confiscation under the
provisions of Section 111{d), () and (m) of the Customs Act, 1962,

9.5 Therefore, Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliva and Shri Mitesh
Rathod along with Shri Ankur Donga, Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiya
and Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya have all concerned themselves in the act of
smuggling of foreign origin Gold and have knowingly violated the various
provisions of Foreign Trade Policy 2023, Baggage Rules 2016, Customs
Notifications, etc. Thus, the said gold is to be treated as Prohibited goods in terms
of Section 2(33) of the Customs Act, 1962. The restrictions imposed on the said
import are to an extent a prohibition and any violation of the said
conditions/restrictions would make the impugned goods liable to confiscation
under Section 111 of the Customs Act, 1962 and rendered themselves liable for
penalty under Section 112{a) & (b) and 117 of Customs Act, 1962 and the said
activity is smuggling in terms of Section 2{39) of the Customs Act, 1962,

9.6 Further, Shni Mitesh Rathod, appears to be the mastermind/beneficial
owner of the said smuggled gold and Shri Ankur Donga, Shri Bhavin Kumar
Manishkumar Patodiya and Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya, Shri Nayankumar
Bhupatbhai Dhameliya appears to have abetted the said smuggling activity and
thereby had concerned themselves in the act of smuggling of 3000.00 Grams
foreign origin pure solid gold in cylindrical shape having total Market Value at Rs.
2,35,29,000/- (Rupees Two crore Thirty Five lacs Twenty Nine thousand only), and
have knowingly viclated the various provisions of Foreign Trade Policy 2023,
Baggage Rules, 2016, Customs Notifications, etc., which rendered the above goods
liable to confiscation under Section 111{d), (I} and (m) of the Customs Act, 1962
and rendered themselves liable for penalty under Section 112 (a) & (b) and Section
117 of the Customs Act, 1962,

10. ROLE OF PERSONS.
From the investigation conducted, role of following persons was emerged,

10.1 Role of Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhal Dhameliya, who arrived at SVPI

Airport on 24.12.2024 by Thai Airways Flight No. TG 343 from Bangkok to
Ahmedabad (RUD No.-33):

10.1.1 As evident from the evidences available on record in the form of
Panchnama dated 25.12.2024, his own deposition made during recording of
Statements on dated 25.12.2024 as well as deposition made by other involved
persons during recording of statement under Section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962
as well as forensic data, it appears that Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya
has engaged himself in smuggling activity through SVPI Airport in lure of monetary
consideration. It is evident from depositions of Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai
Dhameliya during recording of his statement dated 25.12.2024 u/s 108 of the
Custems Act, 1962 and the digital records available on record that he engaged
himself in the gold smuggling through SVPI airport for monetary benefit of 25000/ -
and smuggled 3000.00 Grams of foreign origin pure solid gold in cylindrical
concealed in compressors machines; it was concealed in such a manner that the
said gold could not be detected and the same could be cleared from the airport
without the knowledge of Customs Authornty at SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad; Shri
Mitesh Rathod had booked his Qight ticket from Bangkok to Ahmedabad and
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arranged for him to take delivery of two mini compressor machines containing
foreign origin pure gold; Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliva had chosen
green channel for his exit and he did not declared anything before the Customs
Authority at SVP] Airport, Ahmedabad. Shri Ankur Donga, Shri Bhavin Kumar
Manishkumar Patodiva and Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya facilitated and
coordinated his travel to Bangkok and return journey.

10.1.2 By the above act and omission, Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliva
became instrumental in facilitating gold smuggling and thereby concerned himsell
in the illegal activity of gold smuggling through SVFI airport, Ahmedabad and had
knowingly violated the various provisions of Foreign Trade Policy 2023, Baggage
Rules, 2016, Customs Notifications, etc. which rendered the subject seized
smuggled gold liable to confiscation under the provision of Section 111 of the
Custom Act, 1962 and rendered herself liable for penalty under Section 112(a) &
(b} and 117 of Customs Act, 1962,

10.2 Role of Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga, Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar
Patodiya and Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya:

10.2.1 As evident from the evidences available on record in the form of
Panchnama dated 24.12.2024, his own deposition made during recording of
Statement dated 19.05.2025 of Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga as well as
depositions made by Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiva and Shn Juhil
Maheshbhai Dhameliva during statements dated 25.12.2024 under Section 108 of
the Customs Act, 1962 as well as forensic data, it appears that they, for monetary
consideration, have engaged themselves in the act of smuggling through SVFI
Airport by assisting Shri Mitesh Rathod. Their indulgence in the conspiracy of gold
smuggling is evident from his own depositions made during recording of statement
wherein they deposed that they had assisted in smuggling of the said machines
which had gold concealed inside in such a way that the same could not be detected
by the Customs Authorities at the SVPI airport, Ahmedabad. Shri Mitesh Rathod
offered them monetary benefits for arranging passengers for Bangkok trip to bring
back mini compressor machines in India for business purposes as claimed by him
and offered Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga commission per passenger who further
employed Shri Bhavin kumar Manishkumar Patodiya and Shn Juhil Maheshbhai
Dhameliyva by offering them Rs. 12,000/- and 10,000/- cash per month,
respectively; They all agreed to the offer made by Shri Mitesh Rathod to arrange
passengers in lieu of consideration/commission; Shri Mitesh Rathod used to
instruct/guide them through all the process of receiving such gold concealed in
machines to the effect and shared passenger details via WhatsApp chat to
coordinate all smuggling activity; Shri Ankur Dewvshibhai Donga and Shri Bhawvin
Kumar Manishlcumar Patodiva would send photographs, timings, boarding pass
photo of the passengers arriving at SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad from Bangkok to Shri
Mitesh Rathod in advance; Shri Ankur Donga would co-ordinate with Shri Juhil
Dhameliya and Shri Bhavin Patodiya to facilitate the carrier passengers and
receive such smuggled gold concealed in mini compressor machines from those
passengers for further delivery of the same in lieu of monetary benefits; As evident
from the evidences, Shri Mitesh Eathod had called Shri Nayvan Eumar and Shri
Bhavin Kumar on 24.12.2024. The deposition by Shri Ankur Donga, Shri Bhavin
Kumar Manishkumar Patodiya and Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya further
corroborated the role of Shri Mitesh Rathod in the above said event. Investigation
revealed that Shri Ankur Donga and his two aides were in contact with Shri
Nayankumar Dhameliya's and directed him throughout his trip to Bangkok and
back to India.
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10.2.2 It appears that the said persons namely, Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga,
Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiya and Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya
had aided, abetted and facilitated gold smuggling as directed by Shri Mitesh
Rathod in their nefarious act to smuggle gold out of the airport premises without
being declared before the officers of Customs and hence have conspired to smuggle
the pure solid gold in cylindrical shape into India contravening provisions of the
Customs Act, 1962 and Foreign Trade Policy 2023, Baggage Rules, 2016, Customs
Notifications, etc. The offence committed by him has also been admitted in his
statement recorded under Section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962,

10.2.3 By the above act and omission, Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga, Shri Bhavin
Kumar Manishkumar Patodiyva and Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya became
instrumental in facilitating the gold smuggling and there by concerned themselves
in the illegal activity of gold smuggling through SVPI airport, Ahmedabad and had
knowingly viclated the various provisions of Foreign Trade Policy 2023, Baggage
Rules, 2016, Customs Notifications, etc. which rendered the subject seized
smuggled gold liable for confiscation under the provision of Section 111 of the
Custom Act, 1962 and rendered himself liable for penalty under Section 112(a) &
(b) and 117 of Customs Act, 1962.

10.3 Role of Shri Mitesh Rathod:

10.3.1 On carefully going through the evidences available on record in the
form of statements of concermed persons recorded under Section 108 of the
Customs Act, 1962 and forensic data, it appears that Shri Mitesh Rathod appears
to be mastermind/beneficiary owner and has concerned himself in the illegal
activity of gold smuggling through SVPI airport, who have conspired and formed a
syndicate and managed to smuggle gold to the tune of 3000.00 Grams foreign
origin solid pure gold in cylindrical form Bangkok to SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad on
24.12.2024, He appears to be the beneficiary to the whole smuggling racket and
beneficial owner of the said quantity of smuggled gold. Shri Mitesh Rathod
orchestrated the modus right from recruitment of willing passenger, receiving
passengers, their identification, escorting them to hotel and handing over the
smuggled gold to other person for delivery. It is evident from the submission of
Shri Ankur Devshibhai Donga during recording of his statement on 19.05.2024
that Shri Mitesh Rathod had offered him a job of arranging passengers for carrying
compressor machines from Bangkok to India and offered him commission of Rs.
15,000/- per passenger; he agreed to the offer made by Shn Mitesh Rathod to
arrange passenger carriers for the said machines which concealed smuggled gold
inside them in lieu of consideration/commission; Shri Mitesh Rathod further
guided him all the process of receiving such gold to the effect that he would book
tickets and made arrangements for payment of machines in Bangkok, received
photographs of passengers to identify them and other details of the passengers,
who used to come from Banghok to Ahmedabad, Shn Mitesh Rathod would also
arrange taxi for the passengers and used to send details to Shri Ankur Donga and
Shri Bhavin Kumar Manmnishkumar Patodiva who would send the same to the
passenger arriving at the airport. Shri Mitesh Rathod  subsequently would
instruct them to receive such smuggled gold from those passengers; Shri Mitesh
Rathod had called Shri Nayankumar Dhameliya on 24.12.2024 after landing at
Ahmedabad Airport. Digital data show that Shri Mitesh Rathod (+919664513776]
had shared a screenshot of payment of 2500 Thai Baht to Nayankumar in Banghkok
with Bhavinkumar Manishkumar Patodiva via WhatsApp (+917778077756).
Bhavinkumar Manishkumar Patodiya further shared it with Shri Nayankumar
Dhameliva via WhatsApp on 24.12.2024; Shri Nayankumar Dhameliva was to
handover the said machines concealing smuggled gold to the person as per the
directions of Shri Ankur Donga and Bhavin Kumar and Juhil Dhameliva who were
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coordinating all operation as per the instructions given by Shri Mitesh Rathod. Shri
Mitesh Rathod used to give commission amount in cash and as per the deposition of
Shri Ankur Donga he was paid around Rs. 80,000/- in total in cash by Shri Mitesh
Rathod for expenses borne by him including the commission of the
carriers/ passengers. Out of which he paid Rs. 30,000/- to Shri Juhil Dhameliya and
Rs. 12,000/- to Bhavin Kumar Patodiya in cash lor the job carried out by them i.e.
arranging passengers and coordinating journey of such passengers to Bangkok and
back.

10.3.2 It also appears that Shri Mitesh Rathod has orchestrated the whole
gold smuggling racket in guise of importing compressor machines for his business
purposes and on his instructions only the all other members have acted in the act
of smuggling and the same is evident from the deposition of Shri Ankur Donga and
digital evidences available on record. As per the set devised plan, Shri Ankur
Devshibhai Donga with the help of Shri Bhavin Kumar Manishkumar Patodiya and
Shri Juhil Maheshbhai Dhameliya would arrange passengers and send him
passport copy of them and he would book tickets and book hotel in Bangkok for
them. However, cleverly he remained behind curtain during the whole operations
and was very careful not to leave digital footprint by not making any contact with
passengers directly. Instead, he lured other people by offering money for helping
him without disclosing the true intent for importing compressor machines i.e. gold
concealed deep inside those machines,

10.3.3 By the above act and omission, Shri Mitesh Rathod,
mastermind / beneficial owner, have concerned himsell in the act of smuggling of
foreign origin gold 3000.00 Grams in solid gold in cylindrical form and have
knowingly violated the various provisions of Foreign Trade Policy 2023, Baggage
Rules, 2016, Customs Notifications, etc., which rendered the above goods liable to
confiscation under Section 111{d), (I) and |m) of the Customs Act, 1962 and

rendered himself liable for penalty under Section 112 (a) & (b) and 117 of the
Customs Act, 1962,

11. Show Cause:

11.1 Now therefore,

1. Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhal Dhameliya (Carrier Passenger] Resident at
35,Balaji Bunglow, Nr. Yogi Chowk, Puna Simada Road,Surat City -
S95010,Cujarat, India;

2. Shri Bhavinkumar Manishkumar Patodiya residing at F-505, Shagun
Residency, Dada Bhagwan to Nansad Road, Kamrej, Surat-394 180;

3. Bhri Ankur Devshibhai Donga, son of Shri Devshibhai , Aged 32 Years
(DOB:-13.04.1993), Mobile No. 9998653353 currently residing at 513,
Kumkum Residency, Near Aatmiy Vila, Kamrej, Surat, Gujarat-394185;

4, Bhri Juhil Mahesbhai Dhameliya Residing At Ground Floor Of 01,
Shivpark Bungalows, Pedar Road, Mota Varachha, Surat-394 101

5. Shri Mitesh Rathod@Rajkot
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are hereby called upon to Show Cause to the Additional
Commissioner/Joint Commissioner of Customs, Ahmedabad, having his
office at Customs House, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad - 380009, as to why:-

i) Two Pieces of Cylindrical Shape Thick gold having net weight of
3000.00 Grams, having a market value of 2,35,29,000/ - (Rupees Two
crore Thirty Five lacs Twenty Nine thousand only), recovered from the
possession of Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya should not be
confiscated under Section 111 (d), (I} and (m) of the Customs Act, 1962;

H) Penalties should not be imposed upon them under Section 112(a) and
(b) of the Customs Act, 1962:

iif) Penalty should not be imposed upon them under Section 117 of the
Customs Act, 1962,

12. The Noticees are further required to produce at the time of showing cause
all evidences upon which they intend to rely in support of their defense. They are
further advised to indicate in their written submission as to whether they desire
to be heard in person before the case is adjudicated. If no mention is made about
this in their written submissions, it would be presumed that they do not desire
to be heard in person. If no cause is shown by them against the action proposed
to be taken within 30 days from the date of receipt of this Notice or if they do not
appear before the adjudicating autherity, as and when the case is posted for
hearing, the case is liable to be decided Ex-Parte on the basis of material evidence
available on record.

13. The relied upon decuments for the purpose of this notice are listed in the
Annexure R’ and scanned copies thereof are provided in DVD/CD enclosed with
this notice,

14. Department reserves its right to amend, modify or supplement this notice
at any time prior to the adjudication of the case.

15. This show cause notice is being issued without prejudice to any other action
that may be taken in respect of the above Services and / or the persons / firms.
mentioned in the notice under the provisions of the Customs Act, 1962, the
Foreign Trade (Development & Regulation) Act, 1992 (as amended), Foreign Trade
Policy 2023 or any provisions/law made thereof and / or any other law for the

time being in force, in the Republic of India.

(Nalin Bilochan)
Additional Director

Encl.: Annexure-R & DVD containing scanned copies of RUDs

F. No.: DRI/AZU/GI-02/ENQ-34 /2024 Date: 21.06.2025
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Ta,

1. Shri Nayankumar Bhupatbhai Dhameliya (Carrier Passenger] Resident at
35,Balaji Bunglow, Nr. Yogi Chowk, Puna Simada Road,Surat City -
395010,Gujarat, India (Email id : dhameliyanayan@gmail.com);

2. Shri Bhavinkumar Manishkumar Patodiya residing at F-505, Shagun
Residency, Dada Bhagwan to Nansad Road, Kamrej, Surat-394 180 (Email
id : bhavin3132%G gmail.com);

3. Bhri Ankur Devshibhai Donga, son of Shri Devshibhai , Aged 32 Years
(DOE:-13.04.1993), Mobile No. 9998653353 currently residing at 513,
Kumkum Residency, Near Aatmiy Vila, Kamrej, Surat, Gujarat-
304 185(Email id : Ankurdonga37agmail.com):

4. Shn Juhil Mahesbhai Dhameliya Residing At Ground Floor Of 01, Shivpark
Bungalows, Pedar Road, Mota Varachha, Surat-394101(Email id :
juhildhameliya747i@gmail.com); (To be served Through Notice Board)

5. Shri Mitesh Rathod@Rajket (To be served Through Notice Board)

Copy to-

(a) The Additional Commissioner/Joint Commissioner of Customs,
Ahmedabad alongwith all RUDs in DVD for Adjudication.

(b} The Director General, Central Economic Intelligence Bureau, 6th & 8th
floor, Janpath Bhawan, Janpath, New Delhi.

(c) Guard File.
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List of Relied Upon Documents to the Show Cause Notce F. NHo. DRIJAZU/GI-02/ENQ-34 /2024 dated 21.06.2025
isaued to Nayankumar Bhupatbhal Dhameliya and others
Br, No. Description of Documaonie No. of Pagea |
1 |Panchnnme deted 25.12.3024 drown in the Arrival Hall of Terminal 2 of 5V Airpori, Ahmedatend 1tob
2 "'-'nluval:im Repaort vide certification no. 1333/ 2004-35 dated 25/ 1272004 in reapect of Shri I
N 3
3 Zeizure Memda dated 25 12,3024 i respect of Shri HM“MMM" |
4 |=tatement of Shi Maynnkuner Bhupatbhed Dhomebiva dated 25 122034 recorded under Sscton 1103
108 of the Customs Act, 1963
5 |Panchnama duted 25,12, 3024 dravn at residential premises af Shri Juhil Mabeshbhal Dhameliya 1i02
& Stacements of Shei Juhil Maheahbhad Dhameliva dated 25122034 recorded under Section 108 of the 1to3
Customs Act, 1962 R
7 MMMEEIIMﬁmﬂnﬂmFmdﬁhﬂMWMMmﬂ {02
lio4
; itod
1g  |Excerpts of WhatsApp Chat and call details between Mobile No. 9737144666 (Shri Nayankumas {107
Bhupatbhal Dhameliya) and Mobdle No, 401218048 Lhubil Maleahbhad Dhameliya):
EXCETPLS Of WHAMSAPp Chat between Mobile Hmlﬂﬂhlm Bhupatbhal
U nhameliva) and Mobile No. 9879376218 [Shri Anbour Lind
12 mmﬂmmmmmmmmmﬂj% [Ehnﬂuynnh:m::ﬂhmﬂui 150 11
13 LG
] ; e 1t 1T
15 I'.‘.H.IJ rmunldml.lu bﬂwrmﬁ&m |'|.n:|r|.|r Dna.hlbha.l Dnnna iHnblIl: Mo, +R19ETOIT6218) and Shri Lto3
Mayankumar Bhopatbhad Dhamelva (Mobile Mo, 9737 1 446665
16 Call Record details between Shri H.I.I.Elh Ruthod ﬂthu'.I.E Ko, +9196645137T6]) and Shri Nayankumar 1
- 3 . | e Mo Bhavinkumar Fatodiyn) Mobile Ho, L
17 |,o10664513776 (She Hu:mlmudj vRLLY
18 NFSU-DH Exanination Report vide letier Bef No. DOOE-MNFSUDFL) 2025 AZU /03 dated 1
to &
14,02 3035
jg  |Excerpts of WhatsApp Chat and call record details between Mabile No, 7778077756 (Shri '“”Tmm
Bluvinkumis Patsitiya) Maobile Mo, 8401918048 (Juhil Maheshbbal Dlammcliyag; :. uiﬂtﬂ‘ LR
. L e 87 [Whats
g0 [WhatsApp hiat ond call record between Mobdle Mo, 8401918048 [Juhil Maheshbhnd Dhumetiyva) and| app) 1 to
Mobile No. 98776218 [Shri Ankur Dongal: FOICOR)
1 o
Excerpis of WhatsApp Chat and call record between Mobile Mo, TTT077TEG (Shri Bhavinkumar (WRvamy
21 ¥ : clist) and call
Patodiyn) and Mobile No, 9879376218 [Shrl Ankur Dongal:
recard [1 to
il
1o 3
Summons 4 oo tho 1
24 mlt:munlmmmm:mhmlﬁm.ldumla.ﬂiimsrmﬁﬂiuudﬁhﬂﬂmW-Bnl'lh:l.':ull.m: i 103
162
a5 ﬁdmmdmﬁmmwshummﬂuﬂﬂmarmn Muvanbuniar Bhupatblad 18
27 |Panchnama dated 02,05 2025 drawn at resédeéniial pﬂ:ﬂdmd‘ﬂhﬂ Ankur Devahibhal Donga, Ima
R Blmmunlml!ﬂtdﬂ#mhﬂhrﬂ!ﬁhmhﬂﬂnngﬂ,ﬁxﬂﬂhuﬂﬂmﬂu Manishbhai Petodive & Shn 1t03
249 12
5 Simement of Stai Ankur Devshibiul Dongs dai=d 19,08 2025 recoried under Section 108 of ¢ e
Customas Act, 1963
31 |CAF and CDR details in af Mab 1toBl |
a2 Summons issued (o Shr mmmummhmwmmmmmm 1103
nazanbh under section 108 of the Customs Act,
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