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Ůधान आयुƅ का कायालय,  सीमाशुʋ, अहमदाबाद 
 “सीमाशुʋभवन”, पहलीमंिज ल, पुरानेहाईकोटŊके सामने, नवरंगपुरा, अहमदाबाद – 380 009. 

दूरभाष: (079) 2754 4630    फै ƛ: (079) 2754 2343       ई-मेल: cus-ahmd-adj@gov.in 

F. No. VIII/10-66/SVPIA-B/O&A/2025-26                         Date: 23.03.2026 
DIN: 20260371MN000000A2B5 

SHOW CAUSE NOTICE 
(Issued under Section 124 of the Customs Act, 1962) 

On the basis of specific intelligence from DRI that a passenger would be carrying 
huge foreign currency with him, the  officers of Air Intelligence Unit (AIU), SVPIA, 
Customs Ahmedabad, intercepted a male passenger named Shri Ahmad Shaikh 
Ismail Shaikh (D.O.B. 25/08/1975) (hereinafter referred to as the said 
“passenger/Noticee”), residing at Plot no. 16/16, Gate no. 7, New Collector 
Compound, Malwani, Malad(W), Mumbai-400095 (address as per passport), 
holding an Indian Passport No. U0655324, who was about to fly to  Dubai (DXB) 
from  Ahmedabad(AMD) on 07.10.2025 via Indigo Flight No. 6E-1477, from the 
Boarding Gate No.04 of the departure hall of the Terminal-2 of SVPIA, 
Ahmedabad, without making any declaration to the Customs authority for the 
said currency. Further, the passenger was waiting to board the Indigo Flight No.   
6E-1477 which was scheduled to depart to Dubai, after clearing Immigration and 
CISF Security scanning. As the passenger was waiting for boarding the flight in 
waiting area near boarding gate no. 04, the AIU officer along with the panchas 
intercepted the passenger in waiting area.  Passenger’s personal search and 
examination of his baggage was conducted in presence of two independent 
witnesses, and the proceedings thereof were recorded under the Panchnama 
dated 07.10.2025 (RUD – 01).  
 
2. The Customs officers gave their introduction to the above said passenger 
showing their identity card and asked him whether he was carrying any foreign 
currency or any restricted or prohibited or contravened goods under Customs 
Act, 1962 for which he denied. After that, the officers requested the passenger to 
come along with them at their Customs office situated at Departure Hall, Ground 
Floor of Terminal-2 of the Airport and informed him that they intend to carry out 
his personal search and search of his baggage. The said passenger was asked 
whether he wished to be searched before a Gazetted officer or Magistrate for 
which he agreed to being searched by a Gazetted officer.  Customs officers asked 
the said passenger if he was having anything to declare before Customs, in reply 
to which he denied.  

2.1   Whereas during personal search of the passenger Shri Ahmad Shaikh 
Ismail Shaikh, the officers searched checked in trolley bag and one handbag of 
the passenger and AIU officers recovered 225 notes of 100 USD, 298 notes of 100 
Euro and 01 notes of 200 Euro from the baggage of Mr. Ahmad Shaikh Ismail 
Shaikh.  

3. Whereas, the Customs officers further informed that the search and 
preparation of a detailed inventory was required to be done and same was 
required to be conducted inside the AIU Office located at the Arrival Hall of 
Terminal 2 of the SVPI Airport and requested the said passenger to carry his 
baggage in as such condition.  
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4. On reaching the AIU Office at the Terminal -2 building, the officers, in 
presence of the passenger and the panchas, started counting the foreign currency 
notes recovered from the passenger and prepared a detailed inventory of the 
same. During counting, it was noticed that 225 USD currency notes of each 
denomination of $100, thus 22,500 USD, 298 European currency notes of each 
denomination of Euro100, thus 29,800 Euro and 01 note of denomination of 
Euro 200 were recovered from the baggage of the said passenger. 

5. The following currency in its denomination and number were found to be 
carried by the passenger; - 

Denomination of Foreign Currency Seized from Mr. Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh under 
Panchnama dtd. 07.10.2025 while departing via Indigo 6E-1477on 07.10.2025 from 
Ahmedabad to Dubai holding Indian Passport No. U0655324. 
Sl.  
No 
 

Foreign  
Currency 

Foreign  
Currency 
Notes 
(Denomi 
nation) 

Number 
 of  
Notes 

Exchange Rate of one 
unit of foreign  
currency equivalent  
to Indian Rupees as per 
Noti. No. 37/2025-
Customs  
(N.T.) dtd.04.09.2025  
(taken as per exported 
goods) 

Value 
equivalent to 
Indian  
Currency  
(Taken as per  
exported  
goods) 

Recovered 
from 

1 US  
Dollar 

100 225 88 19,80,000/ 
- 

Trolley bags 

2 EURO 100(i) 
200(ii) 

298(i) 
1(ii) 

102.75 30,82,500/ 
- 

    Grand Total 50,62,500 /-  

 
6. The value of foreign currency in Indian rupees as per exchange rate on 
dated 07.10.2025 was equivalent to Rs.50,62,500/-. The Custom officers asked 
the said passenger whether he has any receipt of purchase of foreign currency to 
which he said he did not have any receipt of purchase of foreign currency.  

7. The passenger was further investigated and the following documents were 
produced by Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh for further investigation:  
 
1. Copy of Passport No. U0655324 issued at Dubai on 23.03.2020 valid up to 

22.03.2030 of Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh. 
 
2.   Boarding Pass of Indigo Flight No. 6E-1477 (Seat No. 9B) dated 

07.10.2025 from Ahmedabad to Dubai of Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail 
Shaikh. 

3. Copy of Aadhar Card No. 274088993199 of Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail 
Shaikh. 

4. Copy of PAN Card No. BAEPS2185P of Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh. 

8. Thereafter, the above said total foreign currency equivalent to Indian Rs. 
50,62,500/- (Rupees Fifty Lakhs Sixty-Two Thousand Five Hundred Only) as per 
Annexure – A (RUD-02) were placed under seizure by the officers of Customs 
under the reasonable belief that the said foreign currency was liable for 
confiscation under the Customs Act, 1962 and Foreign Exchange Management 
Act, 1999 read with Foreign Exchange Management (Export and Import of 
Currency) Regulations, 2016. The detailed list of serial number of currencies was 
also prepared (Annexure – A). The said foreign currency equivalent to Rs. 
50,62,500/- and Blue Colour check in bag used for packing and concealment of 
the said foreign currency were seized under Seizure Memo/Packing List dated 
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07.10.2025 (RUD-03) in respect of case of smuggling of foreign currency booked 
against Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh.   

STATEMENT OF SHRI AHMAD SHAIKH ISMAIL SHAIKH: 

9. A statement dated 07.10.2025 (RUD No. 04) of Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail 
Shaikh was recorded under Section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962 after issuing 
summons to him, wherein he inter alia stated that  

 

 His personal details like name, address, date of birth as mentioned in the 
statement are true and correct, that he was in the work of sale of hair 
accessories /wigs in Dubai. However, He also stated that he has studied 
upto10th standard and he can understand Hindi and English language. He 
lives with his wife and 02 daughters at the address mentioned in the 
passport. 

 On being asked he further stated that the purpose of his visit to Dubai was 
related to his business of sale hair accessories /wigs.      

 Regarding procurement of foreign currency, he stated that he has procured 
the USD and Euro from the market in Mumbai from various agents in 
piecemeal during last one month and paid them in cash in INR to purchase 
the foreign currency. He further stated that he has no legitimate 
documents regarding procurement of the said foreign currency, as the said 
foreign currency has been purchased from open market not from 
authorized Agent or currency exchequer.  

 He further stated that he has to purchase raw material in cash from Dubai 
for his business of hair accessories so he was carrying these USD and Euro 
currency notes with him.  

 He further admitted that he attempted to carry foreign currency illegally to 
Dubai, therefore, he had not disclosed and declared the foreign currency 
which was concealed in the blue colour check in bag to smuggle the same 
out of India. 

 He was fully aware that carrying foreign currency in huge amount without 
any legitimate procurement documents and without declaring before 
Customs is an offence under the provisions of the Customs Act, 1962 and 
that he neither filed any Declaration form for declaring foreign currency to 
Customs nor produced any legitimate documents regarding procurement 
of foreign currency from any authorized currency exchanger. He also knew 
if the concealed foreign currency is detected by the Customs Officers, the 
same is liable for seizure and confiscation under the Customs Act, 1962. 

 He perused the Panchnama dated 07.10.2025 and put his dated signature 
on it in token of having agreed with the proceedings thereof. 
 

10. Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh was arrested on 07.10.2025 vide 
Arrest Memo issued vide F. No. VIII/10-48/AIU/B/2025-26 dated 07.10.2025 
(RUD 5) under the provision of Section 104 of Customs Act, 1962 as he had 
committed an offence of the nature described under Section 135(1)(b) & (c) 
punishable under Section 135(1)(ii) of the Customs Act, 1962. Shri Ahmad 
Shaikh Ismail Shaikh was further released on bail on satisfying the bail bond 
condition on 08.10.2025. (RUD 5) 

SUMMATION: 

11. The aforementioned proceedings indicated that Shri Ahmad Shaikh 
Ismail Shaikh attempted to smuggle out the aforesaid foreign currency out of 
India having the Market Value equivalent to Indian Rs. 50,62,500/- (Rupees Fifty 
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Lakhs Sixty-two Thousand Five Hundred Only) liable for confiscation under the 
provisions of Section 111 of the Customs Act, 1962 and therefore the same was 
placed under seizure vide Order dated 07.10.2025 (RUD-3) issued under the 
Provisions of Section 110(1) and (3) of the Customs Act, 1962 under reasonable 
belief that the subject Foreign Currency is liable for confiscation under Section 
111 of the Customs Act, 1962. 

 
12. RELEVANT LEGAL PROVISIONS: 

A. The Custom Act, 1962: 

Section 2(22):  "goods" includes   

(a) vessels, aircrafts and vehicles; (b) stores; (c) baggage; (d) currency and 
negotiable instruments; and (e) any other kind of movable property; 

Section 2(33):  "prohibited goods" means any goods the import or export of which 
is subject to any prohibition under the Act or any other law for the time being in 
force but does not include any such goods in respect of which the conditions 
subject to which the goods are permitted to be imported or exported have been 
complied with; 

Section 2(39):  "smuggling", in relation to any goods, means any act or omission 
which will render such goods liable to confiscation under section 111 or section 
113; 

Section11H(a): “illegal export” means the export of any goods in contravention of 
the provisions of the Act or any other law for the time being in force; 

Section113: Confiscation of goods attempted to be improperly exported, etc.–The 
following export goods shall be liable to confiscation: - 

(d) any goods attempted to be exported or brought within the limits of any 
Customs area for the purpose of being exported, contrary to any prohibition 
imposed by or under the Act or any other law for the time being in force; 

(e) any goods found concealed in a package which is brought within the limits 
of a Customs area for the purpose of exportation; 

(h) any 1 [***] goods which are not included or are in excess of those included in 
the entry made under this Act, or in the case of baggage in the declaration made 
under section 77; 

Section114: Penalty for attempt to export goods improperly, etc.–Any person who, 
in relation to any goods, does or omits to do any act which act or omission would 
render such goods liable to confiscation under section113, or abets the doing or 
omission of such an act, shall be liable, - 

(i) in the case of goods in respect of which any prohibition is in force under the 
Act or any other law for the time being in force, to a penalty not exceeding three 
times the value of the goods as declared by the exporter or the value as determined 
under the Act, whichever is greater; 

Section 119.  Confiscation of goods used for concealing smuggled goods: Any 
goods used for concealing smuggled goods shall also be liable to confiscation. 
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Explanation: In this section, “goods” do not include a conveyance used as a 
means of transport.   

Section 117: - Any person who contravenes any provision of this Act or abets any 
such contravention or who fails to comply with any provision of this Act with which 
it was his duty to comply, where no express penalty is elsewhere provided for such 
contravention or failure, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 1[four lakh 
rupees]. 

B. THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE MANAGEMENT ACT, 1999; 

Section 2. Definitions-In the Act, unless the context otherwise requires, - 

(m)  "foreign currency" means any currency other than Indian currency; 

Section 3. Dealing in foreign exchange, etc.—Save as otherwise provided in this 
Act, rules or regulations made thereunder, or with the general or special permission 
of the Reserve Bank, no person shall— 

 (a) deal in or transfer any foreign exchange or foreign security to any person not 
being an authorised person; 

C. Notification No. FEMA – 6 (R)/RB-2015 dated 29/12/2015  
{Foreign Exchange Management (Export and import of currency)  
Regulations, 2015} [Earlier Notification No. FEMA 6 /RB-2000 dated  
3rd May 2000 {Foreign Exchange Management (Export and Import of Currency) 
Regulations, 2000}]: -  

Regulation 5:  Prohibition on export and import of foreign currency: - 

Except as otherwise provided in these regulations, no person shall, without the 
general or special permission of the Reserve Bank, export or send out of India, or 
import or bring into India, any foreign currency. 

Regulation 7:  Export of foreign exchange and currency notes:(1) An authorised 
person may send out of India foreign currency acquired in normal course of 
business, 

(2) Any person may take or send out of India, - 

a. Cheques drawn on foreign currency account maintained in accordance with 
Foreign Exchange Management (Foreign Currency Accounts by a person resident 
in India) Regulations, 2000; 
 
b. foreign exchange obtained by him by drawal from an authorised person in 
accordance with the provisions of the Act or the rules or regulations or directions 
made or issued thereunder; 

c. currency in the safes of vessels or aircrafts which has been brought into 
India or which has been taken on board a vessel or aircraft with the permission of 
the Reserve Bank; 

(3) Any person may take out of India, - 
a. foreign exchange possessed by him in accordance with the Foreign 
Exchange Management (Possession and Retention of Foreign Currency)  
Regulations, 2015; 
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b. unspent foreign exchange brought back by him to India while returning from 
travel abroad and retained in accordance with the Foreign Exchange Management 
(Possession and Retention of Foreign Currency) Regulations, 2015; 

(4) Any person resident outside India may take out of India unspent foreign 
exchange not exceeding the amount brought in by him and declared in accordance 
with the proviso to clause (b) of Regulation 6, on his arrival in India. 

D.   The Baggage Rules, 2016 (Earlier Baggage Rules, 1998 as amended from 
time to time): 

Rule 7. Currency. - The import and export of currency under these rules shall be 
governed in accordance with the provisions of the Foreign Exchange Management 
(Export and Import of Currency) Regulations, 2000, and the notifications issued   
thereunder. 

13. From the records and evidences discussed in the foregoing paras, it 
appears that in the instant case foreign Currency equivalent to Indian Rs. 
50,62,500/- concealed by the passenger, Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh, in 
his blue colour check-in bag, with an intent to export it out of India without 
having any legal procurement documents of the same and without declaring the 
same to the Customs.  Further, Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh was unable to 
produce any legal documents showing legitimate procurement of the said seized 
foreign currency from any legal source during search, seizure and even 
investigation of the case also.  

14.  In terms of Foreign Exchange Management (Export and import of 
currency) Regulations, 2015 issued by Reserve Bank of India under Notification 
No. FEMA 6 (R)/RB-2015 dated 29/12/2015, it appears that in terms of 
Regulation 5 no person shall, without the general or special permission of the 
Reserve Bank, export or send out of India, any foreign currency. Similarly, 
Regulation 7 ibid deals with export of foreign exchange and currency notes. 
Regulation 7 inter alia states that “Any person may take or send out of India, - 
foreign exchange obtained by him by drawl from an authorized person in 
accordance with the provisions of the Act or the rules or regulations or directions 
made or issued there under. On the basis of Regulation 7 ibid, a person is entitled 
to take or send out foreign exchange drawn from an Authorized Person in 
accordance with the provisions of the Act or the rules or regulations or directions 
made or issued there under. Whereas, during the search in person and of the 
baggage of Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh, no documents with respect to 
foreign currency whatsoever were found which could prove the legal purchase of 
foreign currency recovered from him from any authorized person in terms of 
Regulation 7 ibid.  

15. Further, the said passenger Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh was unable 
to produce any document evidencing a legitimate procurement of the said seized 
foreign currency. On the basis of the above, it appears that Shri Ahmad Shaikh 
Ismail Shaikh carried the foreign currencies illegally and with an intent to export 
the same illegally in violation of the rules/regulations in force from time to time. 
Regulation 7 (3) and (4) would come into force only when a proper declaration 
before the Customs Officer had been made. 
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16. In view of the discussions in forgoing paras, it appears that the seized 
foreign currency cannot be cleared as a part of personal baggage without having 
proper legal and legitimate procurement documents. Therefore, the attempt to 
carry foreign currency in the baggage is considered as violation of the restrictions 
imposed under Foreign Exchange Management (Export and import of currency) 
Regulations, 2015, appears to be covered under the ambit of “prohibited goods” 
as defined under Section 2(33) of the Customs Act, 1962. Further, in terms of 
Section 11H (a) of the Customs Act, 1962; the act again amounts to “Illegal 
export” of foreign currencies by Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh in as much as 
he failed to produce any legitimate/legal document in support of purchase of 
foreign currency from an authorised person at the time of interception, seizure 
and during the course of investigation. He had admitted in his statement 
recorded under Section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962 that he had attempted to 
export the seized foreign currencies. He also admitted in his statement that he 
was aware that carrying foreign currency not obtained from authorised dealer is 
an offence and the regulation is about the same and he reiterated that he has 
indeed committed offence. The acts of Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh as 
discussed above has rendered him liable for penalty under Section 114 (i) of the 
Customs Act, 1962 and Section 117 of Customs Act, 1962 

17. Hon'ble Supreme Court in the case of Om Praka.sh Bhatia reported at 2003 
(155) ELT 423 (SC) has held that if importation and exportation of goods are 
subject to certain prescribed conditions, which are to be fulfilled before or after 
clearance of goods, goods would fall within the ambit of 'prohibited goods' if such 
conditions are not fulfilled. In the instant case, the foreign currencies were kept 
undeclared, concealed and were being carried by the passenger, are to be treated 
as "goods" prohibited in nature. 

18. Now therefore, Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh, residing at Plot no. 
16/16, Gate no. 7, New Collector Compound, Malwani, Malad (W), Mumbai-
400095, are hereby called upon to show cause to the Additional Commissioner 
of Customs, Ahmedabad having his office at 1st Floor, Customs House: 
Ahmedabad, Near All India Radio, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad-380007 as to why: 

i. 225 notes of 100 USD, 298 notes of 100 Euro and 01 note of 200 Euro 
having equivalent value in Indian Rs. 50,62,500/-(Rupees Fifty lakhs 
sixty two thousands five hundred only) attempted to be smuggled out of 
India by way of concealing the same in the blue color check in bag, contrary 
to the prohibition imposed in terms of Notification No. FEMA 6 (R)/RB-
2015 dated 29/12/2015 [Foreign Exchange Management (Export and 
Import Currency) Regulations, 2015 read with Customs Act, 1962 and 
Baggage Rules, 2016 which were seized vide Panchnama dated 07.10.2025 
and Seizure Memo dated 07.10.2025, should not be confiscated under 
Section 113(d), (e ) & (h) of the Customs Act, 1962 read with the FEMA 
Regulations and Rule 7 of the Baggage Rules; 
 

ii. The empty trolley bag of blue Colour used to conceal the foreign currency, 
seized vide Panchnama dated 07.10.2025 and Seizure Memo dated 
07.10.2025, as packing and concealment material of the foreign currency 
attempted to be illegally exported/ smuggled, should not be confiscated 
under Section 119 of the Customs Act, 1962; 
 

iii. Penalty under Section 114 (i) of the Customs Act, 1962 should not be 
imposed upon him.  
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iv. Penalty under Section 117 of the Customs Act, 1962 should not be imposed 
upon him.  
 

19. The noticee, Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh is further required to note 
that the reply to the notice should reach within 30(thirty) days or within such 
extended period as may be allowed by the adjudicating authority. If no cause is 
shown against the action proposed above within 30 days from the receipt of this 
show cause notice or if anyone does not appear before the adjudicating authority 
as and when the case is posted for hearing, the case is liable to be decided ex-
parte on the basis of facts and evidences available on record.   The above 
passenger/Noticee is further required to produce at the time of showing cause, 
all the evidences upon which they intend to rely in support of their defence. 

20. The notice is issued without prejudice to any other action that may be 
taken against the said passenger / said noticee under the provisions of the 
Customs Act, 1962 and the Rules & Regulations made there under or any other 
law for the time being in force. 

21. The Department reserves its right to amend, modify or supplement their 
notice at any time on the basis of available / further evidences prior to the 
adjudication of the case. 

22. The relied upon documents for the purpose of this notice are listed in 
Annexure ‘A’ and copies thereof are enclosed with this notice. 

           (Shree Ram Vishnoi)  
Additional Commissioner, 

Customs, Ahmedabad. 

DIN: 20260371MN000000A2B5           
F. No. VIII/10-66/SVPIA-B/O&A/2025-26                         Date: 23.03.2026                      
 

By RPAD/ E-mail 

To, 

Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh,   
Plot No. 16/16, Gate No. 7,  
New Collector Compound,  
Malwani, Malad (W), Mumbai-400095  
Mob: 9136812933 

Copy to: 

(i) The Deputy/Assistant Commissioner of Customs, SVPIA, Ahmedabad 
(ii) The Deputy Commissioner of Customs (AIU), SVPIA, Ahmedabad 
(iii) The System In-Charge, Customs, HQ., Ahmedabad for uploading on the 
official web-site i.e. http://www.ahmedabadcustoms.gov.in (iv) Guard File 
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Annexure ‘A’ 

Documents relied upon in the notice to show cause bearing No. VIII/10-
66/SVPIA-B/O&A/2025-26 dated 18.03.2026, issued to Shri Ahmad Shaikh 
Ismail Shaikh for attempting to illegally export/ smuggle foreign currency 
equivalent to Indian Rs. 50,62,500/- out of the country without any declaration 
to Customs:  
   
Sr.  

No 

Document Remarks 

1. Panchnama dated 07.10.2025 drawn at SVP 
International Airport, Ahmedabad 

Copy enclosed 

2. Statement showing the details of the currency 
note number and denomination recovered 
from Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh 

Copy enclosed 

3. Seizure order dated 07.10.2025 issued U/s.  

110 of Customs Act,1962 seizing the Foreign 
Currency and the check-in bag of blue colour 
used to conceal the foreign currency in the 
case against Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail 
Shaikh.   

Copy enclosed 

4. Statement of Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail 
Shaikh recorded under Section 108 of the 
Customs Act, 1962 on 07.10.2025. 

Copy enclosed 

5 Arrest memo dated 07.10.2025 and bail bond 
dated 08.10.2025 of Shri Ahmad Shaikh 
Ismail 

Copy enclosed 
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PANCHNAMA DRAWN AT SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL AIRPORT, 

TERMINAL-2, AHMEDABAD DATED 07.10.2025 

Sr. Name (Mr. / Address of the panchas Age Occupation 
No. Ms.) 

Nirmal S / o Arvind bhai,39,Venu 
l Makwana Park,Godhra 27 Service 

Road,Halol,Panchmahals,389350 

2 Makwana Dipak Chauhan Fali,Jam raval,PO; 22 Service Kalpesh Raval.Dist-Devbhumi Dwraka 

On being called upon by one person, who introduce himself as Shri Dinesh 

Kumar, Superintendent, Customs (AIU), SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad by showing his 

identity card, we, the above named panchas present ourselves before the said officer at 

around O 1 :00 AM on dated 07.10.2025. Shri Dinesh Kumar Kumar introduce the other 

officer accompanied him as Shri Akhilesh Kumar Gupta, Superintendent Customs 

(AIU), SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad and he also show his Identity card. Shri Dinesh Kumar, 

Superintendent, informed us that on arrival at SVPI Airport at Ahmedabad at about 

1200 a.m., the suspected passenger (On the basis of the information received from ORI) 

was picked up his boarding pass from Boarding counter and dropped one bag as check 

in baggage. Thereafter, the passenger moved to Immigration for clearance. After 

clearing from Immigration, the passenger crossed security check ,and moved to the 

Boarding Gate No. 4 from where his flight no. 6E-1477 flying from Ahmedabad to Dubai 

was to be boarded on 07.10.2025 .While the passenger was sitting and waiting for 

boarding announcement of his flight no. 6E-1477 in the presence ofwe the panchas 

in between, at around O 100 hrs. ,he was intercepted by the Customs (AIU)officers for 

an inquiry. The customs(AIU) Officers asked him about any goods or foreign currency 

kept by him for which he denied. 

In presence of we panchas, this passenger identified himself and on being 

asked, showed his individual passport to officers. This passenger who was one male 

pax introduced himself as Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh aged 50 years and on 

verification of his Boarding Pass it is seen that he is scheduled to fly from Ahmedabad 

to Dubai per flight no. Indigo 6E-1477 (DOB 25.08.1975) on 07.10.2025 having seat 

no. 9B. In presence of we panchas, from his passport no. U0655324 it is revealed that 

he is Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh with DOB 25.08.1975 and with address shown as 

Before me 

✓ 
~ y 

(Akhilesh Kumar Gupta) 
Superintendent of Customs) 
Customs, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad 

Ahmad Sh~ Ismail Shaikh 

~ 

l\\~ 
Panch No.1: ~ 

Panch No:2: :iJ 

12773248/2025/AIU-SVPI-Airpt-Ahmd-Cus-Commrte-Ahmedabad
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Plot no. 16/ 16, Gate no. 7, New Collector Compound, Malwani, Malad (W), Mumbai-

400095. 

On being asked by officers whether he was carrying any restricted or prohibited 

or contravened goods under Customs Act, 1962 for which he denied. Officers in 

presence ofwe panchas, on scrutiny of the passport the passenger informed that he is 

a professional dealing with hair accessories and he is a resident of Dubai. After that, 

in presence of we panchas, officers request the passenger to come along with them at 

their Customs office situated at Departure Hall, Ground Floor of Terminal-2 of this 

Airport and also communicate them that officers want to his personal search and his 

respective baggage. For the same, the passenger agreed and we all proceed towards 

office of Customs, Air Intelligence Unit, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad. 

In presence of we the panchas, Customs (AIU) officers again ask the said 

passenger if he is anything to declare before Customs, in reply to which he again 

denied. The passenger was asked by officers whether he wished to be searched before 

a Gazetted officer or Magistrate for which he agreed to being searched by a Gazetted 

officer. Before conducting the search the AIU officers offer his personal search to which 

he deny and said that it is not necessary and he has full faith in the officers. 

Thereafter, the AIU officers searched checked in trolley bag and one hand bag of 

the passenger and AIU officers found 225 notes of 100 USD,298 notes of 100 Euro and 

01 notes of 200 Euro from the baggage of Mr. Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh. 

The AIU officers further informed that the preparation of a detailed inventory is 

required and the same is done inside AIU Office in presence of we panchas. Detailed 

inventory of different foreign currencies in different denomination was made by officers 

in presence of we panchas and these respective passengers which is as under: 

Denomination of Foreign Currency seized from Mr. Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh 
under Panchnama dtd. 07.10.2025 while departing via Indigo 6E-1477on 07.10.2025 
from Ahmedabad to Dubai holding Indian Passport No. U0655324. 
Sl. Foreign Foreign Numb Exchange Rate of one Value 
No Currency Currenc er of unit of foreign equivalent 

y Notes Notes currency equivalent to to Indian 
(Denomi Indian Rupees as per Currency 
nation) Noti.No. 37 /2025- (taken as 

Customs (N.T.) per exported 
dtd.04 .09.2025 (taken goods) 
as per exported goods) 
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(Denomi Noti.No. 37 /2025- (taken as 
nation) Customs (N.T.) per exported 

dtd.04.09.2025 (taken goods) 
as per exported goods) 

1 US Dollar 100 225 88 19,80,000/- Trolley 
2 EURO lO0(i) 298(i) 102.75 30,82,500/- bags 

200(ii) 1 (ii) 
Grand Total 50,62,500 /-

The Custom(AIU) officers, in our presence ask the passenger whether he has any 

receipt of purchase of foreign currency to which he said he did not have any receipt of 

purchase of foreign currency. Further, in presence ofwe the panchas, the AIU officers 

informed that this passenger are carrying huge amount of foreign currency notes 

without having documentary evidence regarding purchase of the foreign currency 

notes. 

On being asked by the AIU officer, in the presence of we, the panchas, the 

passenger Mr. Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh produces the identity proof documents 

which are as under:-

Boarding pass of 6E-1477 (Seat No. 9B) from Ahmedabad to Dubai dated 

07.10.2025. 

Copy of Passport No. U0655324 issued at Dubai on 23.03.2020 valid up to 

22.03.2030. 

Copy of Aadhar Card No. 27 4088993199 of Mr. Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh. 

Copy of PAN Card No. BAEPS2185P of Mr. Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh. 

Thereafter, the above said total Foreign currency equivalent to Indian Rs. 

50,62,500/- (Rs. Fifty lakhs, Sixty Two Thousand and five hundred only) found in 

possession of Mr. Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh as per details given annexed in this 

panchnama above was placed under seizure by the officers of Customs under the 

reasonable belief that the said foreign currency was liable for confiscation under the 

Customs Act, 1962 and FEMA Regulations, 2016. 

The said currency in respect of given passenger above was then separately 

packed in Two individual white colour transparent plastic boxes. The said plastic boxes 

were sealed with the lac seal in presence of the independent panchas as well as in 

presence of Mr. Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh . An individual Packing slip was duly 

pasted on the each of above said plastic box in such a manner that the same cannot 
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be removed without tampering the seal. The said sealed transparent plastic boxes 

containing foreign currency in respect of Mr. Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh were 

handed over to the Ware House lncharge, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad vide Ware House 

Entry No. 7751 dated 07.10.2025 for case booked him. We the panchas, and the 

passenger are satisfied with the sealing of the said respective Plastic Box containing 

the said Foreign Currency belonging to them individually. 

The panchnama started at 2:00 pm on dated 07.10.2025 and concluded at 9:00 

pm on dated 07.10.2025. This panchnama is recorded on the computer installed in 

the office of the Customs (AIU) located in S.V.P.I. Airport, Ahmedabad to which we 

panchas have given our consent. We have read the panchnama and found it to be true 

version of the proceedings. In token of our presence throughout the proceedings of the 

panchnama, as well as in token of correctness of this panchnama, we the panchas and 

Mr. Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh put our dated signature on every page of the 

panchnama. 
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Statement of Shri Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh (DOB-25.08.1975), Son of Shri 

Ismail Shaikh, resident of Plot no. 16/ 16, Gate no. 7, New Collector Compound, 

Malwani, Malad (W), Mumbai-400095, holding Indian Passport No. U0655324, 

recorded on 07.10.2025 under Section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962 before the 

Superintendent (AIU), Customs, SVPI Airport, Ahmedabad. 

I, the undersigned Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh, Son of Shri Ismail Shaikh, 

resident of Plot no. 16/ 16, Gate no. 7 , New Collector Compound, Malwani, Malad (W), 

Mumbai-400095, holding Indian Passport No. U0655324, appear before you today i.e. on 

07.10.2025 in response to the summons issued to me under Section 108 of the Customs 

Act, 1962. Before giving my statement, I have been e>..-plained the provisions of Section 

108 of the Customs Act, 1962,wherein, I have been made to understand that I have to 

give my true and correct statement. I have been explained that if my statement is found 

to be false or incorrect, action can be taken against me under the provisions of the 

Indian Penal Code. I have also been explained that my statement can be used as legal 

evidence against me or any other person in the Court of law. Now, I give my statement as 

under: 

Before recording my statement, I have been given to understand that this 

statement of mine is being recorded in connection with inquiry being conducted in the 

smuggling of Foreign Currency through Sardar Vallabhbhai Pate l International Airport, 

Ahmedabad on 07.10.2025 by myself. On being asked, I state that I am well convergent 

in English due to my travel business for foreign visits of my customers. 

Q-1. Please state your name, age, address and profession? 

Ans:- My name, age and address stated above are true and correct. I am engaged 

in the work of sales of hair accessories/ wig in Dubai. I have done Matric in Year 

1997 can read, write and understand Hindi and English language. My contact 

number is 9136812933. 

Q-2. :- Please give the details of your family .residing with you and their profession? 

Ana: I live with my wife (home maker) and 02 daughters on the aforesaid 
address. 

Q.3 :- Pleue provide Aadhaar No. & PAN. 

Ana. :- My Aadhaar No. is 274088993199 & PAN No. is BAEPS2185P. I hereby produce 

my copy of Aadhar Card and PAN card. 

Q.5:- As you were going to travel from Ahmedabad to Dubai today by Flight in , 
Flight No. 6e-1477. Please explain the purpose of your visit from Ahmedabad to 

Dubai today i.e. on 07.10.2025. 
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Ana:- As I already stated that I am engaged in the work of sales of hair accessories/ 

wig in Dubai. That is why, I have to keep travelling to Dubai. 

Q.6:- From where did you get your ticket■ booked? 

Ana:- I have booked my ticket from one of my friend Saiyed and I have made payment in 

cash to him. 

Q. 7:- How and from where did you procure the Foreign Currency i.e. US Dollar■ and 

how did you make payment■ to purchaae USD? 

Ana:- I state that the said US Dollar and Euro were procured from market in Mumbai 

from various agents in piecemeal during last one month period. I further state that 

have made payment in cash in Indian Rupees to purchase the US Dollar and Euro. 

Q.8:- Whether you have procured the Foreign Currency i.e. US Dollar■ from any 

authorized currency exchequer? If ao, please provide the detaila of the authorized 

agent(■). Please alao produce legitimate document■ regarding procurement of the 

■aid foreign currency. 

Ana:- I state that I have not procured said Foreign Currency i.e. US Dollar from any 

authorized Agent or currency exchequer. I have purchased the US Dollars in cash from 

open market. I further state that I have no legitimate documents regarding procurement 

of foreign currency as the said foreign currency was procured illegally from market. 

Q.9:- Please provide the reuon for carrying thi• huge amount of US Dollar currency 

to Dubai? 

Ana:- Sir, I hereby state that I have to purchase the raw material for my hair 

accessories/ wig business in Dubai in cash. Hence, I opted to carry US Dollars and Euro 

for the same. 

Q.10. Pleue peruse the panchnama dated 07.10.2025 where the Foreign Currency 

i.e. US Dollar recovered from you was aelzed and pleue offer your comment.. 

Ana.: On being asked, I peruse the panchnama dated 07.10.2025 where the Foreign 

Currency i.e. US Dollar were recovered from me and put my dated signature on it in 

token of having agreed with the proceedings. 

Q.11. A■ moat of the currency ID the US Dollar■ was concealed in your checked ID 

bag in black tape by you, pleaae explain why you had concealed the Foreign 

Currency? 

Ana.: In this regard, I state that I was aware that I could not carry unauthorized 

purchased Foreign Currency and hence, I had concealed the foreign currency in my 
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checked in bag as described in the panchnama to mislead the security agencies as well 

as the Customs department with an intent to smuggle the same. 

Q.12. Why did not you disclose the foreign currency being carried by you? 

Ans.: In this regard, I have already stated that I have procured unauthorized foreign 

currency in cash and have attempted to carry the foreign currency illegally to Dubai. 

Therefore, I have not disclosed and declared the foreign currency which was majorly 

concealed in the sole of my sandals to smuggle the same out of India. 

Q.13:- Please narrate the events on 07.10.2025 at the time of departure at 

Ahmedabad Airport? 

Ans:- On arrival at SVPI Airport at Ahmedabad at about 1200 a.m., I picked up my 

boarding pass from Boarding counter and dropped one bag as check in baggage. Then I 

moved to Immigration for clearance. After clearing from Immigration, I crossed security 

check. Then I moved to the Boarding Gate No. 4 from where my flight no. 6E-1477 was 

to be boarded and sat there and was waiting for boarding announcement of my flight no. 

6E-1477. In between, at around 0100 hrs., I was intercepted by the Customs officers for 

an inquiry. The customs Officers asked me about any goods or foreign currency kept by 

me for which I denied. After that, the factual proceedings are as narrated in Panchnama 

dated 22.01.2025. I confirm and accept that Customs has seized the foreign currency i.e. 

recovered from my checked in bag and carried to smuggle the same out of India. I further 

reiterate that I had intentionally not declared the said foreign currency carried by me, 

before the Customs Authorities during my departure from SVP International Airport 

Ahmedabad, as I wanted to clear it illicitly and to smuggle it from India to Dubai. I am 

fully aware that foreign currency in huge amount without any legitimate documents and 

without declaring before Customs is an offence, under the provisions of Customs Act, 

1962 and Regulations. I further state that I also neither filed any Declaration form for 

declaring Foreign Currency to Customs nor produced any legitimate documents 

regarding procurement of foreign currency from any authorised currency exchanger. 

Q. 13. Please provide the details of your bank accounts and please provide the 

bank statement for last six months. 

Ans.: I have my bank account with Indusind Bank in Mumbai bearing Acct. no. 

100008525541 but right now I have no account details and I also unable to provide 

bank statement right now. 

My above statement was recorded in a peaceful and cordial atmosphere and I 

have given my statement voluntarily. My above statement was recorded on a computer of 

the Airport Customs office as per my request. While recording my statement no force, 

threat, pressure or inducement was used and no religious feeling was hurt at any point 

of time while recording of my statement. I have again read my statement and find that it 
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P Y say and version and is true and correct. In token of the has been recorded as er m 

or e m my above statement I put my dated signature on all correctness of the facts rec d d . 

pages of the statement. 

Before Me 

(Dinesh Kumar) 

Superintendent, Customs (AIU), 

Ahmedabad 

(Ahmad Shaikh Ismail Shaikh) 

Plot no. 16/ 16, Gate no. 7 New 

Collector Compound, Malwani, Malad 

(W), Mumbai-400095 
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